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NOTE

Coprophagy is a well-known phenomenon in 
the animal kingdom, where species consume faecal 
matter to obtain nutrients that might otherwise be 
difficult to digest or assimilate. It can be categorized 
into autocoprophagy, which is feeding on one’s own 
faeces and allocoprophagy, which is feeding on faeces 
of the conspecific or other species (Hirakawa 2001). 
Coprophagy benefits the feeding animal by providing 
partially digested food, including carotenoids and 
calcium, which otherwise take a longer time to collect, 
digest, and assimilate (Hirakawa 2001; Ranade & Prakash 
2014). It rapidly matures the gut bacteria in Ostriches 
Struthio camelus that increase the growth rate and 
decrease mortality (Videvall et al. 2023).

Among vultures, a few coprophagous species are 
recorded from the Old World and the New World: 
Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus and Hooded 
Vulture Necrosyrtes monachusfrom in the Old World; 
Black Vulture Coragyps atratus, Turkey Vulture Cathartes 
aura, and Andean Condor Vultur gryphus in the New 
World (Blanco et al 2013; Reading et al. 2017; González-
Jáuregui et al. 2021; de Moura & de Moura 2023).

Egyptian Vultures (EV) are among the most 
widespread species in India (Botha et al. 2017). The 
species is a scavenger but is known to feed on insects, 

reptiles and birds as well (Hidalgo 2005; Vittorio et 
al. 2017; Byju & Raveendran 2022). The nutritional 
benefits of coprophagy include the ingestion of pre-
digested nutrients, calcium, and carotenoids, which 
enhance the yellow pigmentation of their facial skin, a 
trait associated with mate selection and social hierarchy 
(Negro et al. 2002; Blanco et al. 2013). This study 
presents observations of coprophagy in EV at Jorbeer 
carcass dump, emphasizing its ecological relevance.

The Jorbeer carcass dump (27.9663o N, 73.3769o E) 
falls within the Jorbeer Conservation Area and is situated 
on the outskirts of Bikaner City in Rajasthan. The Jorbeer 
Conservation Reserve covers an area of 57 km2 with the 
carcass dump located on its edge spreading over 2.25 
km2 (Image 1).  The reserve has a typical desert habitat 
with sand and scattered xerophytic vegetation, mainly 
consisting of Capparis decidua, Acacia nilotica, and 
Prosopis cineraria. It is an authorized municipal dump, 
and the cattle carcasses from all over the city of Bikaner 
are dumped here. The Municipality auctions the rights 
of carcass collection. The carcasses collected by the 
contractors are dumped here after skinning, the numbers 
varying 30–100 per day. The dump is frequented by four 
species of genus Gyps—Indian Vulture Gyps indicus, 
White-rumped Vulture Gyps bengalensis, Griffon Vulture 
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Image 1. Map of Jorbeer Conservation Reserve and it features.

Gyps fulvus, and Himalayan Vulture Gyps himalayensis. 
The other three species sighted are Cinereous Vulture 
Aegypius monachus, Egyptian Vulture, and Red-headed 
Vulture Aegypius calvus. Other facultative scavengers 
such as Steppe Eagle Aquila nipalensis, Tawny Eagle 
Aquila rapax, and Punjab Raven Corvus corax subcorax 
are also common. The stray dog Canis domesticus is the 
commonest mammalian species, followed by the Wild 
Boar Sus scrofa on the feeding ground.   

Despite being a carcass dump, Jorbeer functions as 
part of a dynamic grassland ecosystem. The conservation 
of this area provides a safe habitat for arid land flora 
and fauna. The abundant carrion supply sustains a large 
number of raptors, making Jorbeer a critical foraging 
ground for resident and migratory scavengers.

We have been studying the EV population and 
behaviour since 2002, and this note covers the 
data till 2018 (Table 1). The coprophagy was noted 
opportunistically and photographed in earlier visits 
(n = 8) in 2003–05 (Images 2–4). In the photographs, 
one can see the small flock of EV waiting and feeding 
immediately on the scat as the dog moves away. During 

an intensive study at Jorbeer (n = 30 visits) in 2017–18, 
10 more incidences were recorded.  During all these 
observations (n = 18), the EV followed the dog, waited 
for it to excrete and immediately fed on it. On nine 
occasions, the EV were noted feeding on the dung of 
Cow Bos indicus (Table 1). The dung was from stray cows 
as well as from the stomach contents of the carcasses. 
During observations (n = 28), 36% of individuals were N. 
p. gingianus while 64% were N. p. percnopterus, as both 
subspecies are reported here. All of the sightings noted 
were in broad daylight. No agonistic response took place 
between the dogs and EV, nor did any other species 
compete in the coprophagy.

The EVs fulfil their requirement of carotenoids 
from the faeces of mammals (Negro et al. 2002). The 
carotenoids provide bright yellow colouration of bare 
skin on the face and legs in EV. Thus, coprophagy is 
beneficial for EV in partner selection and, ultimately, for 
the successful proliferation of the species. The high level 
of carotenoids in plasma correlated to a more colourful 
appearance and a higher position in the hierarchy in 
the Andean Condor as well (Blanco et al. 2013) and 



Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2026 | 18(7): 29360–29363

Coprophagy in Neophron percnopterus at Jorbeer carcass dump, Rajasthan	 Ranade & Bajpai

29362

needs to be confirmed in EV as well. Whitehouse-Tedd 
et al. (2024) carried out a study on coprophagy by EV, 
recognizing the dangers of veterinary medicines in the 

dung, which may pose a future danger, and a similar 
study needs to be carried out in India to ensure safety in 
the local species, especially EV.

The EV is known to consume large crickets, termites, 
frogs, Checkered Keelback Xenochrophis piscator, and 
Ostrich eggs, as well as flamingos’ eggs and nestlings. 
In Israel and Europe, they are known to feed on lizards, 
skinks, snakes, and rabbits; in Africa, nestlings of pelicans 
and Rock dove (Hidalgo 2005; Naoroji 2006; Vittorio 
et al. 2017). The niche-scavenging as well as taking 
advantage of such a varied diet, must have made this 
small vulture successful in the competition for survival 
among the vultures.  
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Date Time Feeding on Number of 
Egyptian Vulture
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2 25.vii.2017 1736 Cow dung 1

3 11.x.2017 1725 Cow dung 3
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10 05.iii.2018 0830 Fresh dog scat 1

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0065562
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0065562


Coprophagy in Neophron percnopterus at Jorbeer carcass dump, Rajasthan	 Ranade & Bajpai

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2026 | 18(7): 29360–29363 29363

J TT
mycteria  (Ciconiiformes: Ciconiidae) in Curvelo, Minas Gerais, 
Brazil. Ornithology Research 31: 315–317. https://doi.org/10.1007/
s43388-023-00154-0

González-Jáuregui, M.,  J.P. Esparza-Carlos & M.F.B. Mir (2021). 
Heterospecific Coprophagy: Turkey Vulture (Cathartes aura) 
Feeding on Cougar (Puma concolor) feces. Western North American 
Naturalist 81(4): 626–629. https://doi.org/10.3398/064.081.0415

Hidalgo S., J. Zabala, I. Zuberogoitia, A. Azkona & I. Castillo (2005). 
Food of the Egyptian Vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in Biscay. 
BUTEO 14: 23–29.

Hirakawa, H. (2001). Coprophagy in leporids and other mammalian 
herbivores. Mammal Review 31(1): 61–80. https://doi.org/10.1046/
j.1365-2907.2001.00079.x

Naoroji, R. (2006). Birds of Prey of the Indian Subcontinent. Om Books 
International, 692 pp.

Negro, J.J., J.M. Grande, J.L. Tella, J. Garrido, D. Hornero, J.A. Donázar, 
J.A. Sanchez-Zapata, J.R. BenItezj & M. Barcell (2002). Coprophagy: 
an unusual source of essential carotenoids. Nature 416(6883): 807–
808. https://doi.org/10.1038/416807a

Ranade S. & V. Prakash (2014). Coprophagy by Barking Deer 
Muntiacus vaginalis (Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla: Cervidae) in Buxa 
Tiger Reserve, West Bengal, India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 7(11): 
7825–7826. https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o4367.7825-6

Reading, R.P., B. Tshimologo & G. Maude (2017). Coprophagy of 
African Wild Dog faeces by Hooded Vultures in Botswana. Vulture 
News 72: 34–37.

Videvall, E., H.M. Bensch, A.  Engelbrecht, S. Cloete & C.K. Cornwallis 
(2023). Coprophagy rapidly matures juvenile gut microbiota in a 
precocial bird. Evolution Letters 7(4): 240–251.

Vittorio, D.M., P. López-lópez, G. Cortone & l. Luiselli (2017). The diet 
of the Egyptian vulture (Neophron percnopterus) in Sicily: Temporal 
variation and conservation implications. Vie et Milieu - Life and 
Environment 67(1): 7–14.

Whitehouse-Tedd, K., J. Thomas, M. Duckenfield, N.L. Richards, S. 
Upton, G. Whitehouse-Tedd, L. Phipps, H. Cale & S. Hall (2024). 
First assessment of coprophagic feeding behaviour in captive 
Egyptian Vultures Neophron percnopterus and Hooded Vultures 
Necrosyrtes monachus: implications for wild vulture health in 
agricultural landscapes. Sandgrouse 46: 30–52.

Threatened Taxa

https://doi.org/10.1007/s43388-023-00154-0
https://doi.org/10.1007/s43388-023-00154-0
file:///Users/sanjaymolur/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail Downloads/37C79F05-0FD5-41FA-A8EC-B5D4ED487D52/Western North American Naturalist 81(4)
file:///Users/sanjaymolur/Library/Containers/com.apple.mail/Data/Library/Mail Downloads/37C79F05-0FD5-41FA-A8EC-B5D4ED487D52/Western North American Naturalist 81(4)
https://doi.org/10.3398/064.081.0415
https://doi.org/10.1038/416807a
https://doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o4367.7825-6
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
javascript:;
https://doi.org/10.1046/j.1365-2907.2001.00079.x


Mr. Jatishwor Singh Irungbam, Biology Centre CAS, Branišovská, Czech Republic. 
Dr. Ian J. Kitching, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, UK 
Dr. George Mathew, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi, India 
Dr. John Noyes, Natural History Museum, London, UK
Dr. Albert G. Orr, Griffith University, Nathan, Australia 
Dr. Sameer Padhye, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium
Dr. Nancy van der Poorten, Toronto, Canada 
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, NIWA, Wellington, New Zealand 
Dr. R.M. Sharma, (Retd.) Scientist, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, India 
Dr. Manju Siliwal, WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India 
Dr. K.A. Subramanian, Zoological Survey of India, New Alipore, Kolkata, India 
Dr. P.M. Sureshan, Zoological Survey of India, Kozhikode, Kerala, India 
Dr. R. Varatharajan, Manipur University, Imphal, Manipur, India 
Dr. Eduard Vives, Museu de Ciències Naturals de Barcelona, Terrassa, Spain 
Dr. James Young, Hong Kong Lepidopterists’ Society, Hong Kong
Dr. R. Sundararaj, Institute of Wood Science & Technology, Bengaluru, India 
Dr. M. Nithyanandan, Environmental Department, La Ala Al Kuwait Real Estate. Co. K.S.C., 
Kuwait
Dr. Himender Bharti, Punjabi University, Punjab, India
Mr. Purnendu Roy, London, UK 
Mr. Saito Motoki, The Butterfly Society of Japan, Tokyo, Japan
Dr. Sanjay Sondhi, TITLI TRUST, Kalpavriksh, Dehradun, India  
Dr. Nguyen Thi Phuong Lien, Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology, Hanoi, Vietnam 
Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Tropical Research Institute, Jabalpur, India 
Dr. Robin Wen Jiang Ngiam, National Parks Board, Singapore
Dr. Lional Monod, Natural History Museum of Geneva, Genève, Switzerland.
Dr. Asheesh Shivam, Nehru Gram Bharti University, Allahabad, India
Dr. Rosana Moreira da Rocha, Universidade Federal do Paraná, Curitiba, Brasil
Dr. Kurt R. Arnold, North Dakota State University, Saxony, Germany
Dr. James M. Carpenter, American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA 
Dr. David M. Claborn, Missouri State University, Springfield, USA
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, Marine Biologist, Wellington, New Zealand
Dr. Amazonas Chagas Júnior, Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso, Cuiabá, Brasil
Mr. Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi, Assam University, Silchar, Assam, India 
Dr. Heo Chong Chin, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Selangor, Malaysia
Dr. R.J. Shiel, University of Adelaide, SA 5005, Australia
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The George Washington University, Washington, USA
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, ATREE, Bengaluru, India
Dr. Phil Alderslade, CSIRO Marine And Atmospheric Research, Hobart, Australia
Dr. John E.N. Veron, Coral Reef Research, Townsville, Australia
Dr. Daniel Whitmore, State Museum of Natural History Stuttgart, Rosenstein, Germany.
Dr. Yu-Feng Hsu, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei City, Taiwan
Dr. Keith V. Wolfe, Antioch, California, USA
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The Hormiga Lab, The George Washington University, Washington, 
D.C., USA
Dr. Tomas Ditrich, Faculty of Education, University of South Bohemia in Ceske 
Budejovice, Czech Republic
Dr. Mihaly Foldvari, Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, Norway
Dr. V.P. Uniyal, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001, India
Dr. John T.D. Caleb, Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, West Bengal, India
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment 
(ATREE), Royal Enclave, Bangalore, Karnataka, India

Fishes 

Dr. Topiltzin Contreras MacBeath, Universidad Autónoma del estado de Morelos, México 
Dr. Heok Hee Ng, National University of Singapore, Science Drive, Singapore 
Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, St. Albert’s College, Kochi, Kerala, India 
Dr. Robert D. Sluka, Chiltern Gateway Project, A Rocha UK, Southall, Middlesex, UK 
Dr. E. Vivekanandan, Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai, India 
Dr. Davor Zanella, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia
Dr. A. Biju Kumar, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India
Dr. Akhilesh K.V., ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai Research 
Centre, Mumbai, Maharashtra, India
Dr. J.A. Johnson, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Dr. R. Ravinesh, Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology, Gujarat, India

Amphibians 

Dr. Sushil K. Dutta, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
Dr. Annemarie Ohler, Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France

Reptiles 

Dr. Gernot Vogel, Heidelberg, Germany 
Dr. Raju Vyas, Vadodara, Gujarat, India
Dr. Pritpal S. Soorae, Environment Agency, Abu Dubai, UAE.
Prof. Dr. Wayne J. Fuller, Near East University, Mersin, Turkey
Prof. Chandrashekher U. Rivonker, Goa University, Taleigao Plateau, Goa. India
Dr. S.R. Ganesh, Kalinga Foundation, Agumbe, India.
Dr. Himansu Sekhar Das, Terrestrial & Marine Biodiversity, Abu Dhabi, UAE 
 

Birds 

Dr. Hem Sagar Baral, Charles Sturt University, NSW Australia 
Mr. H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Chris Bowden, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Sandy, UK 
Dr. Priya Davidar, Pondicherry University, Kalapet, Puducherry, India 
Dr. J.W. Duckworth, IUCN SSC, Bath, UK 
Dr. Rajah Jayapal, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. Rajiv S. Kalsi, M.L.N. College, Yamuna Nagar, Haryana, India 
Dr. V. Santharam, Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittoor Dt., Andhra Pradesh, India 
Dr. S. Balachandran, Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai, India
Mr. J. Praveen, Bengaluru, India
Dr. C. Srinivasulu, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India 
Dr. K.S. Gopi Sundar, International Crane Foundation, Baraboo, USA 
Dr. Gombobaatar Sundev, Professor of Ornithology, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia 
Prof. Reuven Yosef, International Birding & Research Centre, Eilat, Israel
Dr. Taej Mundkur, Wetlands International, Wageningen, The Netherlands
Dr. Carol Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Dr. Tim Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Dr. V. Gokula, National College, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Arkady Lelej, Russian Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia
Dr. Simon Dowell, Science Director, Chester Zoo, UK
Dr. Mário Gabriel Santiago dos Santos, Universidade de Trás-os-Montes e Alto Douro, 
Quinta de Prados, Vila Real, Portugal
Dr. Grant Connette, Smithsonian Institution, Royal, VA, USA
Dr. P.A. Azeez, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India

Mammals 

Dr. Giovanni Amori, CNR - Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Rome, Italy 
Dr. Anwaruddin Chowdhury, Guwahati, India 
Dr. David Mallon, Zoological Society of London, UK 
Dr. Shomita Mukherjee, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. Angie Appel, Wild Cat Network, Germany
Dr. P.O. Nameer, Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur, Kerala, India 
Dr. Ian Redmond, UNEP Convention on Migratory Species, Lansdown, UK 
Dr. Heidi S. Riddle, Riddle’s Elephant and Wildlife Sanctuary, Arkansas, USA 
Dr. Karin Schwartz, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia. 
Dr. Lala A.K. Singh, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India 
Dr. Mewa Singh, Mysore University, Mysore, India 
Dr. Paul Racey, University of Exeter, Devon, UK
Dr. Honnavalli N. Kumara, SACON, Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Nishith Dharaiya, HNG University, Patan, Gujarat, India 
Dr. Spartaco Gippoliti, Socio Onorario Società Italiana per la Storia della Fauna “Giuseppe 
Altobello”, Rome, Italy
Dr. Justus Joshua, Green Future Foundation, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. H. Raghuram, Sri S. Ramasamy Naidu Memorial College, Virudhunagar, Tamil Nadu, 
India
Dr. Paul Bates, Harison Institute, Kent, UK
Dr. Jim Sanderson, Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation, Hartford, USA
Dr. Dan Challender, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK
Dr. David Mallon, Manchester Metropolitan University, Derbyshire, UK
Dr. Brian L. Cypher, California State University-Stanislaus, Bakersfield, CA
Dr. S.S. Talmale, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah, Budhanilakantha Municipality, Kathmandu, Nepal
Dr. Susan Cheyne, Borneo Nature Foundation International, Palangkaraja, Indonesia
Dr. Hemanta Kafley, Wildlife Sciences, Tarleton State University, Texas, USA

Other Disciplines 

Dr. Aniruddha Belsare, Columbia MO 65203, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. Mandar S. Paingankar, University of Pune, Pune, Maharashtra, India (Molecular) 
Dr. Jack Tordoff, Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, Arlington, USA (Communities)
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, University of Oregon, Eugene, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. Hari Balasubramanian, EcoAdvisors, Nova Scotia, Canada (Communities) 
Dr. Rayanna Hellem Santos Bezerra, Universidade Federal de Sergipe, São Cristóvão, Brazil
Dr. Jamie R. Wood, Landcare Research, Canterbury, New Zealand
Dr. Wendy Collinson-Jonker, Endangered Wildlife Trust, Gauteng, South Africa 
Dr. Rajeshkumar G. Jani, Anand Agricultural University, Anand, Gujarat, India
Dr. O.N. Tiwari, Senior Scientist,  ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New 
Delhi, India
Dr. L.D. Singla, Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Ludhiana, India
Dr. Rupika S. Rajakaruna, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
Dr. Bahar Baviskar, Wild-CER, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440013, India

 
Reviewers 2021–2023
Due to pausity of space, the list of reviewers for 2021–2023 is available online.

Journal of Threatened Taxa is indexed/abstracted in Bibliography of Sys-
tematic Mycology, Biological Abstracts, BIOSIS Previews, CAB Abstracts, 
EBSCO, Google Scholar, Index Copernicus, Index Fungorum, JournalSeek, 
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, NewJour, OCLC WorldCat, 
SCOPUS, Stanford University Libraries, Virtual Library of Biology, Zoologi-
cal Records.

NAAS rating (India) 5.64

Print copies of the Journal are available at cost. Write to:
The Managing Editor, JoTT, 
c/o Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society, 
3A2 Varadarajulu Nagar, FCI Road, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, 
Tamil Nadu 641006, India
ravi@threatenedtaxa.org & ravi@zooreach.org

The opinions expressed by the authors do not reflect the views of the 
Journal of Threatened Taxa, Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society, 
Zoo Outreach Organization, or any of the partners. The journal, the publisher, 
the host, and the partners are not responsible for the accuracy of the political 
boundaries shown in the maps by the authors. 



www.threatenedtaxa.orgwww.threatenedtaxa.org

The Journal of Threatened Taxa (JoTT) is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by 
publishing peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  
All articles published in JoTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License 
unless otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of articles in 
any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

OPEN ACCESS

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

July 2026 | Vol. 18 | No. 7 | Pages: 29159–29374
Date of Publication: 26 July 2026 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2026.18.7.29159-29374

Threatened Taxa

Publisher & HostPublisher & Host

Articles

The need for rigorous peer-review of Environmental Impact Assessments: a case 
from the Western Ghats, India
– Malaika Mathew Chawla, Sinead D’Silva, Madhushri Mudke, Anushka Rege, Nisha 
Bhakat, Nandini Velho, Vidyadhar Atkore, R. Sahanashree, Jerusha D’Souza, Aparna 
Kolekar, Anuja Date, Anish Paul, Aayush Gupta, Karthik Teegalapalli, Giridhar Kulkarni, 
Pronoy Baidya, Ajinkya Bagal, Katrina Fernandez, Omkar Dharwadkar & Parag 
Rangnekar, Pp. 29159–29180

Regional, ecological and biodiversity context of the Kashmir Valley, northwestern 
Himalaya, India
– Mohsin Javid, Khursheed Ahmad, Orus Ilyas, Junid N. Shah & Affifullah Khan, 
Pp. 29181–29195 

Metabarcoding-based diet characterization of the Kolar Roundleaf Bat Hipposideros 
hypophyllus Kock & Bhat, 1994 (Chiroptera: Hipposideridae) and its peninsular 
Indian congeners
– Bhargavi Srinivasulu, Aditya Srinivasulu & Chelmala Srinivasulu, Pp. 29196–29211

A decadal study on the waterbirds and an analysis of the declining species in Perur-
Sundakamuthur Lake, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
– G. Parameswaran, R. Sivashankar & R. Vridhi, Pp. 29212–29225

Diversity and habitat associations of avifauna in the Poovar Estuary, Kerala, India
– B.S. Bipitha, V. Reshmi, H. Maitreyi & H. Byju, Pp. 29226–29237

Abyssinian Blue-winged Goose Cyanochen cyanoptera Rüppell, 1845 population 
size, distribution, and habitat association in the central-south highlands of Ethiopia
– Solomon Mengistu & Afework Bekele, Pp. 29238–29250     

Foraging postures and techniques used by the White-bellied Heron Ardea insignis 
Hume, 1878 (Aves: Pelecaniformes: Ardeidae) in Namdapha Tiger Reserve, India
– Himadri Sekhar Mondal & Gopinathan Maheswaran, Pp. 29251–29260

Breeding ecology and nest-site characteristics of the Black-necked Stork 
Ephippiorhynchus asiaticus in Khijadiya Bird Sanctuary, a Ramsar Wetland of 
Gujarat, India
– Sandeep Munjpara, Divyrajsinh Jadeja, Nita Solanki, Amitkumar Nayak & B.P. Pati, 
Pp. 29261–29268

An updated checklist and new records of butterfly species in Kedarnath Musk Deer 
Sanctuary (western Himalaya), Uttarakhand, India
– Anand Kumar, Priyanshu Kumar, Gourav Lochan, Prachi Arya & Rajeev Lochan, 
Pp. 29269–29286

Abundance, habitat preference, and ethnobiological assessment of the invasive 
Golden Apple Snail Pomacea canaliculata (Lamarck, 1822) in selected rice fields in 
Lanao del Sur, Philippines
– Ashiah M. Dimalutang, Mohammad Al-Thanie U. Paudac, Jonald C. Bornales, 
Rosabeth M. Macapil, Mayleen P. Malagamba & Naima R. Sirad, Pp. 29287–29301

An annotated checklist of bryophytes of Rajouri District, Jammu & Kashmir, India
– Manju Sharma, Nazia Kouser, P.L. Uniyal & Shreekar Pant, Pp. 29302–29313

Communications

First successful post-release breeding of captive-bred White-rumped Vultures Gyps 
bengalensis (Accipitriformes: Accipitridae) in the wild at Buxa Tiger Reserve, India
– Soumya Sundar Chakraborty, Debal Ray, Apurba Sen, P.J. Harikrishnan & Nabi Kanta 
Jha, Pp. 29314–29321

A checklist of the avifauna of the Noakhali Science and Technology University 
campus, Noakhali, Bangladesh
– Ashikur Rahman Jibon, Tanzina Alam & M. Rakibur Rahman, Pp. 29322–29330

Record of the crambid moth Aethaloessa calidalis (Guenée, 1854) (Lepidoptera: 
Crambidae: Spilomelinae) from Chhattisgarh, India
– Akanksha Chandrakar & Shashi Gupta, Pp. 29331–29335

Short Communications

First photographic record of the Northern Swamp Deer Rucervus duvaucelii 
duvaucelii in Upper Ganga River Ramsar Site, India
– Aftab Alam Usmani, Pichaimuthu Gangaiamaran, Ruchi Badola & Syed Ainul 
Hussain, Pp. 29336–29339

First image-based evidence of Wroughton’s Free-tailed Bat Otomops wroughtoni 
(Thomas, 1913) (Chiroptera: Molossidae) from the Yamuna Floodplain, New 
Delhi, India
– Umendra Sirohi, Mohan Singh, M. Faisal, Ekta Khurana, Sumit Dookia & Faiyaz A. 
Khudsar, Pp. 29340–29344     

New distribution record of Hydrocotyle bonariensis Lam. (Magnoliopsida: 
Apiales: Araliaceae) from India
– Balasiewdor Kharsyntiew, H.T. Lalmuankima, Vijay, Poonam Sharma & Rambir 
Singh, Pp. 29345–29349         

Recorded and lost: Methles indicus Régimbart, 1899 (Coleoptera: Dytiscidae) a 
new distribution record from the state of Telangana: a case study on habitat loss 
due to urban encroachment
– Shiva Shankar, Deepa Jaiswal & Devadoss Kumar, Pp. 29350–29353

Notes

Camera-trap record of the Indian Grey Wolf Canis lupus pallipes (Sykes, 1831) 
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Canidae) from Karlapat Wildlife Sanctuary, Odisha, India
– Siddhanta Kumar Mohanta & R. Kalaivanan, Pp. 29354–29356 

Decline in winter visiting Common Kestrel Falco tinnunculus (Falconiformes: 
Falconidae) at Rani, Assam 2011–2024 
– Sachin Ranade, Pp. 29357–29359

Coprophagy in Egyptian Vulture Neophron percnopterus (Accipitriformes: 
Accipitridae) at Jorbeer carcass dump, Rajasthan
– Sachin Ranade & Hemant Bajpai, Pp. 29360–29363

New record of cob-web spider species Steatoda albomaculata (De Geer, 1778) 
(Araneae: Theridiidae) from Kachchh, India with detailed distribution of Indian 
species of Steatoda Sundevall, 1833
– Subhash I. Parmar, Vivek U. Chauhan, Ketankumar Yogi & Pranav J. Pandya, 
Pp. 29364–29366  

Predation record of the hornet Vespa basalis Smith, 1852 (Hymenoptera: 
Vespidae) by the orb-weaver spider Nephila pilipes (Fabricius, 1793) (Araneae: 
Araneidae)
– Shantam Ojha & Gautam, Pp. 29367–29369

Notes on the occurrence of southeastern Asian táxon Scopellaria marginata 
(Blume) W.J.de Wilde & Duyfjes (Cucurbitaceae) in the Nicobar Islands: a new 
distribution record in the Indian part of Sundaland
– K. Pradheep, K. Joseph John, I. Jaisankar & P.K. Singh, Pp. 29370–29374

https://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://zooreach.org/?page_id=2



