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Response to “First record of Pieris napi L. (Lepidoptera: Pieridae)
from Kashmir Valley, India”

Taslima Sheikh ®

Lepidopterist, Citizen Science Expert, Inspire Foundation Trust, Baraura Husaain, Bari Balaganj, Lucknow,
Uttar Pradesh 226003, India.
sheikhtass@gmail.com

| am writing to address several inaccuracies in
the recent publication by Rasool & Mir (2024) on the
occurrence of Pieris napi in Kashmir Valley, published
in the Journal of Threatened Taxa. As an experienced
lepidopterist with a focused study on the butterflies
of the Jammu & Kashmir Union Territory, including a
comprehensive checklist published in 2021, | find it
imperative to clarify certain points raised in their study.

Firstly, the identification of the butterfly species
in question is fundamentally flawed. The butterfly
documented in their study appears to be Pieris
melete ajaka (Moore, 1865), commonly known as
the Himalayan Green-veined White, not P. napi. The
misidentification likely stems from the authors’ reliance
on outdated literature and a lack of consultation
with recent taxonomic revisions. Pieris napi, in all its
subspecific variations, is predominantly found across
Europe, western & northern Asia, but is not known to
occur in India. This discrepancy highlights a critical need
for the authors to revisit their identification methods
and consult updated taxonomic resources.

It is important to note that the Indian subspecies
ajaka were previously listed under P. napi Linnaeus,
1758 or European Green-veined White. However, they
are now recognized under P. melete Moore, 1865, as
updated in recent literature (Moore 1874; D’Abrera 1990;
Varshney & Smetacek 2015; Kehimkar 2016; Gasse 2018;
Anonymous 2024). For updated information, please refer
to the ifoundbutterflies website (Anonymous 2024).

Previous literature consistently reports the
distribution of P. ajaka in Kashmir (Moore 1874;

Date of publication: 26 October 2024 (online & print)

D’Abrera 1990; Varshney & Smetacek 2015; Kehimkar
2016; Gasse 2018), including specific mentions of the
Goorais valley (South 1902) and Budhal, Rajouri District
in Jammu & Kashmir, India. These records, which | have
also mentioned in my 2021 checklist, underscore the
presence of P. ajaka in regions of Jammu & Kashmir and
not P. napi.

Authors also have not checked the latest paper on P.
napi group on India by Das et al. (2021).

| have mentioned the P. melete ajaka synonyms in
the following list from the paper.

P. ajaka Moore, 1865 (Figs. 7, 8, 18, 23, 29, 34, 43,
52, 60, 68, 76, 84)

P. ajaka Moore, 1865: 490 (Type locality: “Lower
Kunawur”). Winhard, 2000: 29.

Tshikolovets & Pagés, 2016: 93. Tadokoro et al.,
2017: 90.

P. melete Ménétriés, 1857; Mackinnon & de Nicéville,
1898: 590.

P. napi race. melete var. ajaka Moore; Bingham,
1907: 173.

P. melete ajaka Moore; Verity, 1908—-1911: 140, 166,
331.

P. ajaka f. ajanta Rober, 1907: 48.

P. melete ajaka Moore; Fruhstorfer, 1910: 140.

P. napi ajaka Moore; Evans, 1932: 67. Talbot, 1939:
420. Mani, 1986: 55.

P. napi f. ajanta Rober; Talbot, 1939: 420.

P. napi race. ajaka Moore; Wynter-Blyth, 1957: 432.

P. ajaka ajaka Moore; Eitschberger, 1983: 409.
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Response

Additionally, the paper’s assertion regarding the host
plants of P. napi may be accurate; however, the depiction
of the eggs in their study is incorrect. The eggs shown
are dot-like, which is inconsistent with the eggs of the
Pieris genus. Pieris eggs are tall, bottle-shaped, and
strongly ribbed, a characteristic that is clearly absent
in the images presented in the paper. This further calls
into question the accuracy of the species identification
in their research.

| would also like to address the authors’ neglect
in referring to updated literature concerning the
range extension of butterfly species in the region. The
published work by Sheikh et al. (2021) provides a detailed
and updated checklist of butterfly species in the Union
Territory of Jammu & Kashmir, which the authors have
overlooked. Properly acknowledging and incorporating
recent findings is essential for the credibility and
accuracy of scientific research.

In conclusion, while the discovery of butterfly species
in new regions is always exciting, it is crucial to ensure
precise identification and thorough consultation of the
latest literature. | urge the authors to revisit their findings
and consider the points raised to enhance the accuracy
and reliability of their research. It’s already recorded
from Jammu & Kashmir as P. gjaka or P. melete ajaka,
(Parey & Sheikh 2021; Sheikh et al. 2021), Rasool & Mir
(2023) identified this as P. napi in a podential predatory
journal so this paper is baseless and misleading with
wrong identification.
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