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First photographic evidence of the Chinese Pangolin
Manis pentadactyla (Linnaeus, 1758) in Raimona National Park, Assam, India
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Chinese Pangolin Manis pentadactyla is a highly
trafficked, elusive, solitary, nocturnal, burrowing
mammal with scarce information on its distribution
and current occurrence across its distributed range
(Heinrich et al. 2017). Two species of pangolins—Indian
Pangolin Manis crassicaudata and Chinese Pangolin—
occur in India (D’Cruze et al. 2018). Considering the
high extinction risks due to low population level and
extensive hunting and poaching for illegal trafficking,
the Chinese Pangolin was listed in Appendix-I of CITES
(Anonymous 2022), as ‘Critically Endangered’ in the
IUCN Red List (Challender et al. 2019) and in Schedule-I

Editor: L.A.K. Singh, Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India.

of the Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972 (Anonymous
2024). In India, despite stringent legal protections,
pangolins are continuously hunted for meat, body
parts and traditional medicinal purposes (Mitra 1998;
Mohapatra et al. 2015). Although the global population
of Chinese Pangolin is unknown, it is certainly declining,
and the prevailing threats are anticipated to contribute
to a rapid population loss along its distributional ranges
(Challender et al. 2019).

Chinese Pangolin currently occurs in eastern,
northern and southeastern Asian countries, spanning
India, Bhutan, Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, Thailand,
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Figure 1. The map of the Transboundary Manas Conservation Area (TraMCA), depicts Raimona National Park in deep green fill, with the red star
indicating the first photo-captured location of the Chinese Pangolin and the grey stars indicating past photo-captured locations in the TraMCA.

China, Hong Kong, Taiwan, Lao PDR, and Vietnam at
elevations of 0—3,000 m (Challender et al. 2019). In India,
the Chinese Pangolin is restricted to the foothills of the
Himalaya, in the northern and across the northeastern
region. The confirmed photo-capture records of
Chinese Pangolin are from Valmiki Tiger Reserve of
Bihar (Maurya et al. 2018), Neora Valley National Park
of West Bengal (Mallick 2010), Kamlang Tiger Reserve
(Jhala et al. 2020), and Pakke Tiger Reserve (Chandan
Ri pers. comm. 08.iv.2024) of Arunachal Pradesh and
Dampa Tiger Reserve (Sethy et al. 2021) of Mizoram. In
Assam, apart from the sporadic media records of rescue,
which source of the specimens is largely unknown
leading to uncertain distributional predictions, whereas
in situ camera-trapped records of Chinese Pangolin
are extremely limited. Camera trapped record of
Chinese Pangolin in Assam was documented at Manas
National Park (Lahkar et al. 2018), Indo-Bhutan Barnadi-
Jomotsangkha Forest Complex (Ahmed et al. 2019),
and Dibru- Saikhowa National Park (Choudhury 1998).
It is worth mentioning that some of the occurrences
of Indian Pangolin from northeastern India are mere
misidentifications of Chinese Pangolin as the species
has not been recorded from the wild with certainty.

Similarly, one of the records from Nagaon, Assam is
based on a rescued animal, which perhaps, originated
from illegal trade, although details are not available
(Anwaruddin Choudhury pers. comm. 08.iv.2024)

Raimona National Park (RNP) is located along the
foothills of the Himalaya and is contiguous with the
Phibsoo Wildlife Sanctuary of Bhutan, the westernmost
protected area within the India-Bhutan Transboundary
Manas Conservation Area (6,500 km?) (Figure 1). RNP is
considered an important protected area in the complex
that connects the forested areas of northern West
Bengal, Bhutan, and Manas Tiger Reserve to the west,
north, & east, respectively. RNP is a new protected
area, established in 2021 with a total area of 422
km?, under the administration of Kachugaon division,
Bodoland Territorial Region, Assam. The area has had
a long history of ethnopolitical conflicts, which have
potentially affected the conservation mechanism.

Since 2019, the RNP authority, in collaboration
with Aaranyak, has been conducting systematic annual
camera trapping surveys to assess and monitor species
assemblages and populations of terrestrial mammals.
During the systematic surveys, with the camera trapping
efforts of 1,470 trap-days in 2022, three independent
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01-30-2022 00:13:17 8°c (86_Ranganadi)

02-28-2022 04:12:29 16°c (BS_R‘anganadi)

01-30-2022 . 02:39:58 7°c (86_Ranganadi)

Image 1. A,B—Two independent photo-capture events of Chinese
Pangolin Manis pentadactyla recorded on 30 January 2022 | C—28
February 2022 at an elevation of 166 m in the Raimona National Park,
BTR, Assam, India.

photo-capture of the Chinese Pangolin were obtained
from the semi-evergreen forest on 30 January 2022
at 1213 h and 0239 h, and one more on 28 February
2022 at 0412 h from the Ranganadi area under the
western range (Raimona) of the RNP (Images 1 & 2).

Lahkar et al.

Indian Pangolin

- Tail is long, thick, and dorsally flat.
- Face small and tubular mouth.

- Ear notch is not distinct.

- Scales are large and brown.

01-30-2022 02:39:58 7°c (B6_Ranganadi)

Chinese Pangolin

- Tail is relatively narrow and slender and the tip is necked.
- Face colour is clearer.

- Ear notch is visible.

- Scales are smaller and more greyish.

Image 2. Basic photographic identification description between
Indian Pangolin (A) and Chinese Pangolin (B).

The photograph was captured on a dry stream that joins
with the river Ranganadi, covered with semi-deciduous
forest dominated by Sal Trees Shorea robusta. The
surface around the camera station was primarily
blanketed by small to medium stones covered by the
dry leaf litters. This is the first confirmed photographic
evidence of the Chinese Pangolin in the RNP.

Chinese Pangolins were formerly distributed
across protected and unprotected areas of Assam
(Anwaruddin Choudhury pers. comm. 08.iv.2024). The
species is now extremely rare and threatened across
the region because of hunting and poaching to cater to
the international illegal trade. The present photographic
evidence of the Chinese Pangolin at the junction of the
Indian states of West Bengal, Assam and Bhutan foothills
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presents critical evidence of its current occurrence in
the region.
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