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Small Paa Frog and Marbled Cascade Frog are not endemic to Nepal:
a response to Tachamo-Shah et al. 2023

Chandramani Aryal ' ®

! Department of Environnemental Science, Padma Kanya Multiple Campus, Tribhuvan University, Kathmandu, Nepal.
LEnvironnent Protection and Study Center (ENPROSC), M8XP+J6G, Prachin Marg, Kathmandu 44600, Nepal.
aryal.mani@gmail.com

Ramaroshan area is one of the prominent
biodiversity-rich area outside the protected area
network of Nepal and recently the researches on the
aspect of biodiversity is gradually increasing (Acharaya
et al. 2023; Tachamo-Shah et al. 2023), which is
encouraging. We need baseline information on the
species’ distribution and abundance upon which tailored
conservation measures can be initiated. However, this
information should be based on the facts and evidence.
Recently, Tachamo-Shah et al. 2023 have published an
article entitled ‘Wetland biodiversity of Ramaroshan
Lake complex: a need for conservation’ on JoTT 26
December 2023 issue. Much information in the article
is promising, highlighting the additional attention the
area should receive for conservation. However, there are
some aspects, particularly those related to conservation
status and endemism of amphibian species which is
misleading, making me to realize to write this response.

Endemism of species

The authors have mentioned two species of
herpetofauna namely Small Paa Frog Nanorana minica
and Marbled Cascade Frog Amolops marmoratus as
endemic species (Tachamo-Shah et al. 2023). According
to the IUCN Red List Assessment of the Small Paa Frog,
the species is found in Uttar Pardesh and Arunanchal
Pradesh of India and Bhutan (IUCN SSC Amphibian
Specialist Group, 2022) which means they are not
endemic to Nepal. Furthermore, the presence of
Amolops marmoratus is mentioned with certainity for
Myanmar only while for other regions the presence has
been uncertain (IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group,
2023a). Without photographic and other evidence, it is
difficult to ascertain that the species has been identified
properly.

Conservation status of the species

The authors have mentioned the worng conservation
status for amphibian species. For instances, they have
mentioned the Small Paa Frog as globally vulnerable
species and the Indian Bull Frog Hoplobatrachus
tigerinus as near thretened species (Tachamo-Shah et
al. 2023). The Small Paa Frog is currently listed as the
least concerned species (IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist
Group 2022). The species was listed as vulnerable species
in previous assessment conducted in 2004. This could be
due to the status being updated recently, possibly after
the paper was submitted to the journal.

In the case of the Indian Bull Frog, the species was
listed as least concerned species in previous assessment
and it holds the same status in the recent assessment as
well (IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group 2023b).

Other issues

The name of the Liebig’s Paa Frog is Nanorana
liebigii which has been mentioned as Nanorana leibgii
in the manuscript. Furthermore, despite Ramaroshan’s
potential as site for Red Panda distribution, there is
not enough evidence to support the presence of the
species. However, they have failed to provide the details
information about the means of confirmation.
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Conclusion

Despite the attempts of the authors to bring the
information on the status of important yet neglected
wetland of Western Nepal, some information on the
journal article needs reassessment and verification.

References

Acharaya, R., B. Ghimire, M. Ghimire, Y.B. Poudel, S. Sapkota & D.
Parajuli (2023). Detail Assessment of Biodiversity, Threats and
Human-Wildlife Conflict to Initiate Conservation Intervention in
Ramaroshan Lake Complex in Western Nepal. Kathmandu, Nepal.

IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group (2022). Nanorana minica. The
IUCN Red List of Threatened Species 2022: e.T58432A166103873.
Accessed on 17 April 2024.

IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group (2023a). Amolops marmoratus.
IUCN Red List Threat Species 2023 eT47005932A47005936. https://
doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2023-1.RLTS.T47005932A47005936.en

IUCN SSC Amphibian Specialist Group, (2023b). Hoplobatrachus
tigerinus (Indian Bullfrog). IUCN Red List Threat Species 2023
e.T58301A53729148. https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2023-1.
RLTS.T58301A53729148.en

Tachamo-Shah ,R.D., D.N. Shah, S. Sharma, L. Sharma, J.N. Adhikari &
D. Rijal (2023). Wetland biodiversity of Ramaroshan Lake complex:
a need for conservation. Journal of Threatened Taxa 15(12): 24299—
24320. https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7918.15.12.24299-24320

WD

Threatened Taxa

_Jouwrnal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 April 2024 | 16(4): 2511725118


https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2023-1.RLTS.T47005932A47005936.en
https://doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2023-1.RLTS.T58301A53729148.en
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7918.15.12.24299-24320

Mr. Jatishwor Singh Irungbam, Biology Centre CAS, Branisovska, Czech Republic. Birds
Dr. lan J. Kitching, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, UK

Dr. George Mathew, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi, India Dr. Hem Sagar Baral, Charles Sturt University, NSW Australia
Dr. John Noyes, Natural History Museum, London, UK Mr. H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Albert G. Orr, Griffith University, Nathan, Australia Dr. Chris Bowden, Royal Society for the Protection of Birds, Sandy, UK
Dr. Sameer Padhye, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Belgium Dr. Priya Davidar, Pondicherry University, Kalapet, Puducherry, India
Dr. Nancy van der Poorten, Toronto, Canada Dr. J.W. Duckworth, IUCN SSC, Bath, UK
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, NIWA, Wellington, New Zealand Dr. Rajah Jayapal, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. R.M. Sharma, (Retd.) Scientist, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, India Dr. Rajiv S. Kalsi, M.L.N. College, Yamuna Nagar, Haryana, India
Dr. Manju Siliwal, WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India Dr. V. Santharam, Rishi Valley Education Centre, Chittoor Dt., Andhra Pradesh, India
Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India Dr. S. Balachandran, Bombay Natural History Society, Mumbai, India
Dr. K.A. Subramanian, Zoological Survey of India, New Alipore, Kolkata, India Mr. J. Praveen, Bengaluru, India
Dr. P.M. Sureshan, Zoological Survey of India, Kozhikode, Kerala, India Dr. C. Srinivasulu, Osmania University, Hyderabad, India
Dr. R. Varatharajan, Manipur University, Imphal, Manipur, India Dr. K.S. Gopi Sundar, International Crane Foundation, Baraboo, USA
Dr. Eduard Vives, Museu de Ciencies Naturals de Barcelona, Terrassa, Spain Dr. Gombobaatar Sundev, Professor of Ornithology, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
Dr. James Young, Hong Kong Lepidopterists’ Society, Hong Kong Prof. Reuven Yosef, International Birding & Research Centre, Eilat, Israel
Dr. R. Sundararaj, Institute of Wood Science & Technology, Bengaluru, India Dr. Taej Mundkur, Wetlands International, Wageningen, The Netherlands
Dr. M. Nithyanandan, Environmental Department, La Ala Al Kuwait Real Estate. Co. K.S.C., Dr. Carol Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Kuwait Dr. Tim Inskipp, Bishop Auckland Co., Durham, UK
Dr. Himender Bharti, Punjabi University, Punjab, India Dr. V. Gokula, National College, Tiruchirappalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Mr. Purnendu Roy, London, UK Dr. Arkady Lelej, Russian Academy of Sciences, Vladivostok, Russia
Dr. Saito Motoki, The Butterfly Society of Japan, Tokyo, Japan Dr. Simon Dowell, Science Director, Chester Zoo, UK
Dr. Sanjay Sondhi, TITLI TRUST, Kalpavriksh, Dehradun, India Dr. Mério Gabriel Santiago dos Santos, Universidade de Tras-os-Montes e Alto Douro,
Dr. Nguyen Thi Phuong Lien, Vietnam Academy of Science and Technology, Hanoi, Vietnam Quinta de Prados, Vila Real, Portugal
Dr. Nitin Kulkarni, Tropical Research Institute, Jabalpur, India Dr. Grant Connette, Smithsonian Institution, Royal, VA, USA
Dr. Robin Wen Jiang Ngiam, National Parks Board, Singapore Dr. P.A. Azeez, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Lional Monod, Natural History Museum of Geneva, Genéve, Switzerland.
Dr. Asheesh Shivam, Nehru Gram Bharti University, Allahabad, India Mammals
Dr. Rosana Moreira da Rocha, Universidade Federal do Parana, Curitiba, Brasil
Dr. Kurt R. Arnold, North Dakota State University, Saxony, Germany Dr. Giovanni Amori, CNR - Institute of Ecosystem Studies, Rome, Italy
Dr. James M. Carpenter, American Museum of Natural History, New York, USA Dr. Anwaruddin Chowdhury, Guwahati, India
Dr. David M. Claborn, Missouri State University, Springfield, USA Dr. David Mallon, Zoological Society of London, UK
Dr. Kareen Schnabel, Marine Biologist, Wellington, New Zealand Dr. Shomita Mukherjee, SACON, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Amazonas Chagas Junior, Universidade Federal de Mato Grosso, Cuiaba, Brasil Dr. Angie Appel, Wild Cat Network, Germany
Mr. Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi, Assam University, Silchar, Assam, India Dr. P.O. Nameer, Kerala Agricultural University, Thrissur, Kerala, India
Dr. Heo Chong Chin, Universiti Teknologi MARA (UiTM), Selangor, Malaysia Dr. lan Redmond, UNEP Convention on Migratory Species, Lansdown, UK
Dr. R.J. Shiel, University of Adelaide, SA 5005, Australia Dr. Heidi S. Riddle, Riddle’s Elephant and Wildlife Sanctuary, Arkansas, USA
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The George Washington University, Washington, USA Dr. Karin Schwartz, George Mason University, Fairfax, Virginia.
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, ATREE, Bengaluru, India Dr. Lala A.K. Singh, Bhubaneswar, Orissa, India
Dr. Phil Alderslade, CSIRO Marine And Atmospheric Research, Hobart, Australia Dr. Mewa Singh, Mysore University, Mysore, India
Dr. John E.N. Veron, Coral Reef Research, Townsville, Australia Dr. Paul Racey, University of Exeter, Devon, UK
Dr. Daniel Whitmore, State Museum of Natural History Stuttgart, Rosenstein, Germany. Dr. Honnavalli N. Kumara, SACON, Anaikatty P.O., Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Yu-Feng Hsu, National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei City, Taiwan Dr. Nishith Dharaiya, HNG University, Patan, Gujarat, India
Dr. Keith V. Wolfe, Antioch, California, USA Dr. Spartaco Gippoliti, Socio Onorario Societa Italiana per la Storia della Fauna “Giuseppe
Dr. Siddharth Kulkarni, The Hormiga Lab, The George Washington University, Washington, Altobello”, Rome, Italy
D.C., USA Dr. Justus Joshua, Green Future Foundation, Tiruchirapalli, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Tomas Ditrich, Faculty of Education, University of South Bohemia in Ceske Dr. H. Raghuram, The American College, Madurai, Tamil Nadu, India
Budejovice, Czech Republic Dr. Paul Bates, Harison Institute, Kent, UK
Dr. Mihaly Foldvari, Natural History Museum, University of Oslo, Norway Dr. Jim Sanderson, Small Wild Cat Conservation Foundation, Hartford, USA
Dr. V.P. Uniyal, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand 248001, India Dr. Dan Challender, University of Kent, Canterbury, UK
Dr. John T.D. Caleb, Zoological Survey of India, Kolkata, West Bengal, India Dr. David Mallon, Manchester Metropolitan University, Derbyshire, UK
Dr. Priyadarsanan Dharma Rajan, Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment Dr. Brian L. Cypher, California State University-Stanislaus, Bakersfield, CA
(ATREE), Royal Enclave, Bangalore, Karnataka, India Dr. S.S. Talmale, Zoological Survey of India, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Prof. Karan Bahadur Shah, Budhanilakantha Municipality, Kathmandu, Nepal
Fishes Dr. Susan Cheyne, Borneo Nature Foundation International, Palangkaraja, Indonesia

Dr. Hemanta Kafley, Wildlife Sciences, Tarleton State University, Texas, USA
Dr. Neelesh Dahanukar, IISER, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Dr. Topiltzin Contreras MacBeath, Universidad Auténoma del estado de Morelos, México Other Disciplines
Dr. Heok Hee Ng, National University of Singapore, Science Drive, Singapore
Dr. Rajeev Raghavan, St. Albert’s College, Kochi, Kerala, India Dr. Aniruddha Belsare, Columbia MO 65203, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. Robert D. Sluka, Chiltern Gateway Project, A Rocha UK, Southall, Middlesex, UK Dr. Mandar S. Paingankar, University of Pune, Pune, Maharashtra, India (Molecular)
Dr. E. Vivekanandan, Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Chennai, India Dr. Jack Tordoff, Critical Ecosystem Partnership Fund, Arlington, USA (Communities)
Dr. Davor Zanella, University of Zagreb, Zagreb, Croatia Dr. Ulrike Streicher, University of Oregon, Eugene, USA (Veterinary)
Dr. A. Biju Kumar, University of Kerala, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India Dr. Hari Balasubramanian, EcoAdvisors, Nova Scotia, Canada (Communities)
Dr. Akhilesh K.V., ICAR-Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute, Mumbai Research Dr. Rayanna Hellem Santos Bezerra, Universidade Federal de Sergipe, Sdo Cristévao, Brazil
Centre, Mumbai, Maharashtra, India Dr. Jamie R. Wood, Landcare Research, Canterbury, New Zealand
Dr. J.A. Johnson, Wildlife Institute of India, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India Dr. Wendy Collinson-Jonker, Endangered Wildlife Trust, Gauteng, South Africa
Dr. R. Ravinesh, Gujarat Institute of Desert Ecology, Gujarat, India Dr. Rajeshkumar G. Jani, Anand Agricultural University, Anand, Gujarat, India
Dr. O.N. Tiwari, Senior Scientist, ICAR-Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New
Amphibians Delhi, India
Dr. L.D. Singla, Guru Angad Dev Veterinary and Animal Sciences University, Ludhiana, India
Dr. Sushil K. Dutta, Indian Institute of Science, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India Dr. Rupika S. Rajakaruna, University of Peradeniya, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka
Dr. Annemarie Ohler, Muséum national d’Histoire naturelle, Paris, France Dr. Bahar Baviskar, Wild-CER, Nagpur, Maharashtra 440013, India
Reptiles

Reviewers 2021-2023
Dr. Gernot Vogel, Heidelberg, Germany Due to pausity of space, the list of reviewers for 2021-2023 is available online.
Dr. Raju Vyas, Vadodara, Gujarat, India
Dr. Pritpal S. Soorae, Environment Agency, Abu Dubai, UAE.
Prof. Dr. Wayne J. Fuller, Near East University, Mersin, Turkey
Prof. Chandrashekher U. Rivonker, Goa University, Taleigao Plateau, Goa. India
Dr. S.R. Ganesh, Chennai Snake Park, Chennai, Tamil Nadu, India

Dr. Himansu Sekhar Das, Terrestrial & Marine Biodiversity, Abu Dhabi, UAE The opinions expressed by the authors do not reflect the views of the

Journal of Threatened Taxa, Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society,
Zoo Outreach Organization, or any of the partners. The journal, the publisher,
the host, and the partners are not responsible for the accuracy of the political

o o boundaries shown in the maps by the authors.
Journal of Threatened Taxa is indexed/abstracted in Bibliography of Sys-

tematic Mycology, Biological Abstracts, BIOSIS Previews, CAB Abstracts,
EBSCO, Google Scholar, Index Copernicus, Index Fungorum, JournalSeek,
National Academy of Agricultural Sciences, NewJour, OCLC WorldCat,
SCOPUS, Stanford University Libraries, Virtual Library of Biology, Zoologi-
cal Records.

Print copies of the Journal are available at cost. Write to:

The Managing Editor, JoTT,

c/o Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society,

43/2 Varadarajulu Nagar, 5" Street West, Ganapathy, Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu 641006, India

ravi@threatenedtaxa.org

NAAS rating (India) 5.64



www.threatenedtaxa.org

Articles

Mitochondrial CO1 gene haplotype diversity of Sumatran Tiger
Panthera tigris sumatrae (Pocock, 1929) (Mammalia:
Carnivora: Felidae)

— Ashrifurrahman, Saruedi Simamora, Rusdiyan Ritonga, Wilson
Novarino, Djong Hon Tjong, Rizaldi, Syaifullah & Dewi Imelda
Roesma, Pp. 25019-25028

The population trend of the largest breeding colony of the
Indian Swiftlet Aerodramus unicolor: is it on the verge of
extinction?

— Dhanusha Kawalkar & Shirish S. Manchi, Pp. 25029-25039

DNA barcoding reveals a new population of the threatened
Atlantic Forest frog Sphaenorhynchus canga

— Diego J. Santana, André Yves, Elvis A. Pereira, Priscila S.
Carvalho, Lucio M.C. Lima, Henrique C. Costa & Donald B.
Shepard, Pp. 25040-25048

Ecological values of Ourkiss wetland (Oum El Bouaghi province
- Algeria), an overview of waterbirds diversity and richness
— Ryadh Aissaoui & Mouslim Bara, Pp. 25049-25056

Elliptic Fourier analysis of leaf shape of Callicarpa pedunculata
and Callicarpa rubella (Lamiaceae)

—Jennifer S. Danila & Grecebio Jonathan D. Alejandro,

Pp. 25057-25068

Communications

Checklist and comparison of the bird diversity from the
Himachal Pradesh Agricultural University, India

— Praveen Kumar, Bharti Parmar & Pardeep Kumar, Pp. 25069—
25081

Aquatic insects as bioindicators of stream water quality - a
seasonal analysis on Western Ghats river, Muthirapuzha, in
central Kerala, India

— M. Harinagaraj, Leenamma Joseph & V.S. Josekumar, Pp.
25082-25088

Short Communications

New distribution record of Alstonia sebusii (Van Heurck & Miill.

Arg.) Monach. from Manipur, India
— Kazhuhrii Eshuo, Pp. 25089-25093
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New distribution record of fungi Mycena chlorophos (Berk.
& M.A.Curtis) Sacc. (Mycenaceae) from the Konkan region of
Maharashtra, India

—Yogesh Koli, Umesh Pawar, Mangesh Mangaonkar, Pravin
Sawant & Gurunath Kadam, Pp. 25094-25100

Notes

Potential first record of parrotfish Scarus zufar (Randall &
Hoover, 1995) (Actinopterygii: Labriformes: Scaridae) from
Indian waters, at Netrani Island, Karnataka, India

— Farai Divan-Patel, Abhishek Jamalabad, Venkatesh Charloo
& Jeremy Josh, Pp. 25101-25102

First record of the phoretic association between Pediculaster
sp. (Pygmephoridae) mites and Musca crassirostris
(Muscidae) flies in India

— Ramandeep Achint & Devinder Singh, Pp. 25103-25106

Uniyala multibracteata (Gamble) H.Rob. & Skvarla
(Asteraceae: Vernoniae): notes on its identity and
rediscovery

— Reshma Raju, Joby Joseph, K.S. Divya, Chethana Badekar &
Jomy Augustine, Pp. 25107-25110

Addition of two wild jasmines (Jasminum caudatum and J.
grandiflorum) to Sikkim Himalaya, India
— Pramod Rai & Prakash Limboo, Pp. 25111-25113

Extended distribution of Ceropegia bhatii S.R.Yadav &
Shendage (Apocynaceae)—an endemic plant from Haveri
District, Karnataka, India

—Ningaraj S. Makanur & K. Kotresha, Pp. 25114-25116

Response

Small Paa Frog and Marbled Cascade Frog are not endemic to
Nepal: a response to Tachamo-Shah et al. 2023
— Chandramani Aryal, Pp. 25117-25118
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