10.11609/j0tt.2022 14 . F.21331-21486
www . threatenedtaxa.org

i lobrlly

j 0}(&%0 L -f
i1 P20 e ol

7

26 July 2022 (Online § Print)
14 (F#): 21331-214%6

Open Ac%ss




ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Publisher Host
Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society Zoo Outreach Organization
www.wild.zooreach.org www.zooreach.org

No. 12, Thiruvannamalai Nagar, Saravanampatti - Kalapatti Road, Saravanampatti,
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India
Ph: +91 9385339863 | www.threatenedtaxa.org
Email: sanjay@threatenedtaxa.org

EDITORS Fundraising/Communications
Mrs. Payal B. Molur, Coimbatore, India
Founder & Chief Editor

Dr. Sanjay Molur Subject Editors 2019-2021
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society & Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO),
12 Thiruvannamalai Nagar, Saravanampatti, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India Fungi
Deputy Chief Editor Dr. B. Shivaraju, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India
Dr. Neelesh Dahanukar Dr. R.K. Verma, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, India
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India Dr. Vatsavaya S. Raju, Kakatiay University, Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, India
Dr. M. Krishnappa, Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University, Shimoga, Karnataka, India
Managing Editor Dr. K.R. Sridhar, Mangalore University, Mangalagangotri, Mangalore, Karnataka, India
Mr. B. Ravichandran, WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, India Dr. Gunjan Biswas, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal, India
Associate Editors Plants
Dr. Mandar Paingankar, Government Science College Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 442605, India
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, Wildlife Veterinarian, Eugene, Oregon, USA Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India
Ms. Priyanka lyer, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Ret. Joint Director, BSI, Coimbatore, India
Dr. B.A. Daniel, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India Dr. Shonil Bhagwat, Open University and University of Oxford, UK

Prof. D.J. Bhat, Retd. Professor, Goa University, Goa, India

Editorial Board Dr. Ferdinando Boero, Universita del Salento, Lecce, Italy

Dr. Russel Mittermeier Dr. Dale R. Calder, Royal Ontaro Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Executive Vice Chair, Conservation International, Arlington, Virginia 22202, USA Dr. Cleofas Cervancia, Univ. of Philippines Los Bafios College Laguna, Philippines
Dr. F.B. Vincent Florens, University of Mauritius, Mauritius

Prof. Mewa Singh Ph.D., FASc, FNA, FNASc, FNAPsy Dr. Merlin Franco, Curtin University, Malaysia

Ramanna Fellow and Life-Long Distinguished Professor, Biopsychology Laboratory, and Dr. V. Irudayaraj, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India

Institute of Excellence, University of Mysore, Mysuru, Karnataka 570006, India; Honorary Dr. B.S. Kholia, Botanical Survey of India, Gangtok, Sikkim, India

Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore; and Adjunct Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden Corporation, Hong Kong S.A.R., China

Professor, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore Dr. V. Sampath Kumar, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, West Bengal, India
Dr. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India

Stephen D. Nash Dr. Vijayasankar Raman, University of Mississippi, USA

Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Dept. of Anatomical Sciences, Health Sciences Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantpur, India

Center, T-8, Room 045, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-8081, USA Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India

Dr. Aparna Watve, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Dr. Fred Pluthero Dr. Qiang Liu, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Yunnan, China
Toronto, Canada Dr. Noor Azhar Mohamed Shazili, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
Dr. M.K. Vasudeva Rao, Shiv Ranjani Housing Society, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Priya Davidar Prof. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India
Sigur Nature Trust, Chadapatti, Mavinhalla PO, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 643223, India Dr. Mandar Datar, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. M.K. Janarthanam, Goa University, Goa, India
Dr. Martin Fisher Dr. K. Karthigeyan, Botanical Survey of India, India
Senior Associate Professor, Battcock Centre for Experimental Astrophysics, Cavendish Dr. Errol Vela, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France
Laboratory, JJ Thomson Avenue, Cambridge CB3 OHE, UK Dr. P. Lakshminarasimhan, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, India
Dr. Larry R. Noblick, Montgomery Botanical Center, Miami, USA
Dr. John Fellowes Dr. K. Haridasan, Pallavur, Palakkad District, Kerala, India
Honorary Assistant Professor, The Kadoorie Institute, 8/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of Dr. Analinda Manila-Fajard, University of the Philippines Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong Dr. PA. Sinu, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, India
Dr. Afroz Alam, Banasthali Vidyapith (accredited A grade by NAAC), Rajasthan, India
Prof. Dr. Mirco Solé Dr. K.P. Rajesh, Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College, GA College PO, Kozhikode, Kerala, India
Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Departamento de Ciéncias Bioldgicas, Vice-coordenador Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge, MA 02138-2020, USA
do Programa de Pds-Graduagdo em Zoologia, Rodovia Ilhéus/Itabuna, Km 16 (45662-000) Dr. Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Salobrinho, Ilhéus - Bahia - Brasil Dr. Navendu Page, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India

Dr. Kannan C.S. Warrier, Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Tamil Nadu, India
Dr. Rajeev Raghavan

Professor of Taxonomy, Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies, Kochi, Kerala, India Invertebrates
English Editors Dr. R.K. Avasthi, Rohtak University, Haryana, India
Mrs. Mira Bhojwani, Pune, India Dr. D.B. Bastawade, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Fred Pluthero, Toronto, Canada Dr. Partha Pratim Bhattacharjee, Tripura University, Suryamaninagar, India
Mr. P. llangovan, Chennai, India Dr. Kailash Chandra, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India
Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, University of Pretoria, Queenswood, South Africa
Web Development Dr. Rory Dow, National Museum of natural History Naturalis, The Netherlands
Mrs. Latha G. Ravikumar, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, India Dr. Brian Fisher, California Academy of Sciences, USA
Dr. Richard Gallon, llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP
Typesetting Dr. Hemant V. Ghate, Modern College, Pune, India
Mr. Arul Jagadish, ZOO, Coimbatore, India Dr. M. Monwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Mrs. Radhika, ZOO, Coimbatore, India Mr. Jatishwor Singh Irungbam, Biology Centre CAS, BraniSovskd, Czech Republic.
Mrs. Geetha, ZOO, Coimbatore India Dr. lan J. Kitching, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, UK
P -

| For Focus, Scope, Aims, and Policies, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope

1

! For Article Submission Guidelines, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions

1 For Policies against Scientific Misconduct, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various


https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions

https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various

Jowrnal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 July 2022 | 14 (#): 2147221475

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7293 (Print)

https://dol.org/10.11609/jott. 7992 14 F. 214 F3-21475

#7992 | Received 27 April 2022 | Final received 19 May 2022 | Finally accepted 09 July 2022

OPEN
ACCESS

ENSEEEEESEEEESEESSEESESEESEESEESEESEEEEESEEEESEEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEENEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENOTE

First Asian record of Light-mantled Albatross
Phoebetria palpebrata (Foster, 1785) from Rameswaram Island,
Tamil Nadu, India

H.Byju!@® & N. Raveendran?®

! Centre of Advanced Study in Marine Biology, Annamalai University, Parangipettai, Tamil Nadu 608502, India.
2]ragukal Amritha Nature Trust, 61, Ramachandra Thadaga Street, Thirumangalam, Madurai, Tamil Nadu 625706, India.
tbyjuhi@gmail.com (corresponding author), ?lant.ravee@gmail.com

This is the first documented record of the Light-
mantled Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata from
Rameswaram Island in southern India: an unusual
sighting from the region as it has not previously been
recorded from either southern Asia or the Oriental
region.

Albatrosses (Procellariiformes: Diomedeidae) are big
birds primarily found in the southern hemisphere (Sick
1997). The Light Mantled Albatross is the most common
species in the Antarctic seas (Ainley et al. 1984). It is
listed as ‘Near Threatened’ by the IUCN Red List because
of diminishing population mainly due to being trapped
as bycatch in longline fisheries and also, perhaps, due to
the effects of imported predators (BirdLife International
2022).

With broad pelagic habits, the species maintains a
circumpolar distribution in the Southern Ocean, mainly
south of the subantarctic convergence between 40°
and 60° S (Carboneras 1992; Brooke 2004). In summer,
it spreads across frigid Antarctic waters as far south as
the pack ice (Weimerskirch & Robertson 1994; Phillips
et al. 2005; Terauds & Gales 2006; Lawton et al. 2008;
Mackley et al. 2010), but in winter, it ranges north into

Editor: P.A. Azeez, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.

temperate and subtropical seas.

The birds breed on several sub-Antarctic islands,
including Heard, MacDonald, and Macquarie Islands
(Australia), South Georgia (United Kingdom), Prince
Edward and Marion Islands (South Africa), lles Kerguelen
and Crozet (France), and Auckland, Campbell, and
Antipodes Islands (New Zealand), and forage over cold
Antarctic waters as far south as the pack ice in summer
(ACAP 2012). This species is a biannual breeder that
usually nests alone or in tiny colonies. Most eggs are
placed between October and November; hatch between
December and January; the chicks fledge between May
and June (Croxall & Gales 1998). Breeding birds on
Macquarie Island generally feed in shelf seas around
the island, but they also use sub-Antarctic and Antarctic
waters southwest of the island (BirdLife International
2004). The diet consists primarily of cephalopods and
euphausiids but they also consume fish and carrion
(Thomas 1982; Cooper & Klages 1995).

The worldwide population was estimated in 1998 to
be 21,600 breeding pairs (Gales 1998); 5,000 breeding
pairs, 25% of the global population, nest in the Auckland
Islands (ACAP 2012), 1,850-2,450 pairs on Macquarie

Date of publication: 26 July 2022 (online & print)

Citation: Byju, H. & N. Raveendran (2022). First Asian record of Light-mantled Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata (Foster, 1785) from Rameswaram Island, Tamil Nadu,
India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 14(7): 21473-21475. https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7992.14.7.21473-21475

Copyright: © Byju & Raveendran 2022. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. JoTT allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of
this article in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

Funding: None.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Acknowledgements: Our heartfelt thanks to Mr. Yaswanth for the bird rescue, as well as for passing on the information to the forest authorities. Mr. Francis
Aravind of the Rameswaram Forest Range deserves special recognition for successfully returning this bird to the oceans.



mailto:byjuhi@gmail.com
mailto:Iant.ravee@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7992.14.7.21473-21475
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7992.14.7.21473-21475
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-6902-8023
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-0355-5146

Flrst Asiaw record Phocbetria palpebrata from Rameswaram tsland, india

© Francis Aravind .

BYju § Raveendran

Image 1. Light-mantled Albatross Phoebetria palpebrata while rescuing from the beach.

Island, 1,949 pairs in the Crozet group, 5,000 pairs on
South Georgia, 3,000-5,000 pairs on Kerguelen, at least
1,600 pairs on Campbell Island, and 170 pairs on the
Antipodes Islands (Croxall & Gales 1998; Taylor 2000),
350 pairs on Marion Island, and 129 pairs on Prince
Edward Island (ACAP 2012).

This note reports the sighting of an adult Light-
mantled Albatross bird on 8 September 2020 at 1300
h at Anthoniyapuram beach (9.291806 N, 79.251155
E) at Rameswaram Island in Ramanathapuram district
of Tamil Nadu state, India. This location is part of Palk
Bay and near the Gulf of Mannar, an Important Bird Area
(IBA) on India’s southeastern coast (Balachandran 2006).

The second author spotted the bird on the seashore.
The bird was quite frail, may be dehydrated, and unable
to fly, and this was informed to the forest department
(FD) by the fishermen. The FD people and the fishermen
looked after the bird, rested it, and attempted feeding it
before releasing it into the sea.

The Light-mantled Albatross has sooty plumage with
a light grey back, a vinaceous dark brown head, darker
wings and tail with the contrasting light grey back clearly
distinguishing the white crescent framing the top of the

Image 2. Checking the feathers for any damage.

eye and the black bill with narrow pale bluish sulcus and
white shafts (Harrison 1983, 1987; Enticott & Tipling
1997; Onley & Scofield 2007). The above description was
found to be so fit for our bird that its identification was
confirmed (Image 1&2).

The bird has not been previously recorded from
southern Asia (Rasmussen & Anderton 2012) or the
Oriental Region (Inskipp et al. 1996). This is the first
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record from the region. It is assumed that the bird was
driven to the location by a wind current or a storm;
however, there was no storm in the vicinity. Behavioural
studies (Spruzen & Woehler 2002) on Light-mantled
Albatross found no association with a high or low-
pressure system in the atmosphere for movement for
foraging. As a result, in addition to pelagic birding, we
must maintain close contact with our fellow fishermen
to gain more such incredible bird sightings. This find also
sheds light on bird migration away from well-known and
established routes and sites.
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