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NOTE

The Himalayan Griffon Vulture or Himalayan Vulture 
Gyps himalayensis is an Old World scavenger. It is closely 
related to the European Griffon Vulture G. fulvus and 
is found along the Himalaya and the adjoining Tibetan 
plateau. It is one of the largest, heaviest, and true 
raptors. Adults have a long and spiky ruff as pale brown 
with white streaks. They all have a large wingspan, 
which allows them to soar with little effort. The head 
is covered down with yellowish colour in adults and 
whitish in immature vultures. The under-wing coverts 
are quite pale brown or buff, being almost white in some 
specimens. The legs are covered with buffy feathers and 
the feet can vary from greenish-grey to white. The upper 
side is unstreaked, pale buff with the tail quills, outer 
greater coverts and wing quills being a contrasting dark 
brown. The inner-secondaries have paler tips.

Coccidiosis is an old protozoan parasitic disease, 
prevalent worldwide and has an inhibitory role in the 
growth of poultry production industries by disease 
complex, caused by different species of the parasite 
Eimeria. Coccidia affect both clinically and sub-clinically. 
The clinical form of the disease manifests through 
prominent signs of mortality, morbidity, diarrhoea or 
bloody faeces, and sub-clinical coccidiosis manifests 
mainly by poor weight gain and reduced efficiency 
(Williams 1999). The present paper highlights the 
hemorrhagic intestinal coccidiosis in the Himalayan 

Griffon and its importance in wildlife conservation.
A carcass of a free-ranging juvenile Himalayan 

Griffon from the Haldwani forest range division, Nainital, 
Uttarakhand was brought in for treatment. The fecal 
sample was placed in a 100 ml beaker and emulsified 
with 10–15 ml of water, strained, and centrifuged. A 
drop of sediment was examined under both low and 
high power objectives, microscopically (Soulsby 1982) 
for the presence/absence of parasitic Eimeria oocyst. 

Microscopic examination of fecal sample from 
Himalayan Griffon carcass revealed the presence of 
parasitic Eimeria oocyst and confirmed based on the key 
points oocysts containing four sporocysts each with two 
sporozoites (Soulsby 1982; Urquhart et al. 1994).

If the oocysts from fecal samples are higher in number 
preferably coupled with typical clinical signs like bloody 
diarrhea, hemorrhages in the concerned birds, then the 
clinical approach should associate the usage of specific 
drugs like amprolium @ 3 ml of 9.6 per cent solution or 
potentiated sulphonamide drugs  (Jayathangaraj et al. 
2008).

Dolnik et al. (2010) reported that the prevalence of 
infection and intensity depended on the stratum, the 
gregariousness and the diet of the hosts. Aerial feeders 
had the lowest prevalence and intensity of infection, 
besides ground feeders the highest prevalence due to 
exposure by faeco-oral contamination. Coccidia were 
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very sensitive to direct sunlight and desiccation, when 
in shady and humid ground would provide the optimal 
habitat to survive and transmit infectious oocysts.

Coccidiosis is a serious and widespread disease of 
birds and needs periodical examination and continuous 
monitoring. Interestingly, the prevalence and presence 
of Eimeria sp. infection in Himalayan Griffon needs 
attention as it causes severe enteritis and mortality. 

Image 1.  Infected bird prior to death. 

Image 2.  Gross lesion showing severe intestinal hemorrhage.

Image 3.  Oocyst showing sporocyst.

However, the life cycle of coccidian parasites in free 
ranging wild birds and their disease transmission needs 
to be researched in detail.
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