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NOTE

Leith’s Softshell Turtle Nilssonia
leithii (Gray, 1872) is a large
freshwater turtle with a carapace
length growing up to 720-1,000
mm. Being rare within its range, it
occurs in most rivers and reservoirs
of peninsular India, replacing the
Indian Softshell Turtle Nilssonia
gangetica of northern India (Sirsi
2010; Das et al. 2014). Except for the
projected native distribution by Das et al. (2014) using
GIS-defined hydrologic unit compartments, there have
been no explicit records of N. leithii’s presence from
Bhadra River flowing through Bhadra Tiger Reserve.
This makes our sighting of N. leithii’s hatchling, the first-
ever record of its presence, and indirect evidence of its
nesting along the banks of Bhadra River within Bhadra
Tiger Reserve (Figure 1). Based on the review conducted
by Das et al. (2014) and us, our record is the third ever
documented record of Leith’s Softshell Turtle’s hatching
from the wild, with previous records from Moyar River
in Tamil Nadu (Das et al. 2014) and Chalakudy River in
Kerala (Nameer et al. 2007), over 25 and 12 years ago,
respectively.

The individual that we observed, was a hatchling,
with an approximate carapace length of 6cm (Image 1a).
It was found on 7 July 2019 at 14:46h inside a puddle on a
forest road that runs beside the Bhadra River, within the
tiger reserve (13.435°N, 75.510°E). The carapace was
greyish-green in colour with prominent vermiculation,
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running from top to bottom. The carapace also
contained four eye-like concentric circular spots, with a
blackish core surrounded by a reddish circle (Image 1b).
The spots on the carapace were arranged as three in one
row near the middle of the carapace and one near the
bottom. The head of the hatchling was greenish with
black streaks running from eye to the neck. The corner
of the mouth was found to have yellow patches on
either side (Image 1a). We observed the hatchling for
over 10 minutes and, released it into the Bhadra River.
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New site record of Leith’s Softshell Turtle Sagar et al.
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Figure 1. Location where the Leith’s Softshell Turtle Nilssonia leithii was observed in Bhadra Tiger Reserve.
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Image 1a. The observed Leith’s Softshell Turtle Nilssonia leithii showing the yellow patch at the end of its mouth, and a reference for its size.
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New site record of Leith’s Softshell Turtle

Sagar et al.

Image 1b. Picture of the observed Lieth’s Softshell Turtle Nilssonia leithii showing the carapace containing four eye-like concentric circular
spots, with a blackish core surrounded by a reddish circle.

References

Das, ., S. Sirsi, K. Vasudevan & B.H.C.K. Murthy (2014). Nilssonia
leithii (Gray 1872) — Leith’s Softshell Turtle. In: Rhodin, A.G.J., P.C.H.
Pritchard, P.P. van Dijk, R.A.Saumure, K.A. Buhlmann, J.B. Iverson &
R.A. Mittermeier (eds.). Conservation Biology of Freshwater Turtles
and Tortoises: A Compilation Project of the IUCN/SSC Tortoise
and Freshwater Turtle Specialist Group. Chelonian Research
Monographs No. 5, pp. 075.1-5. http://www.iucn-tftsg.org/
nilssonia-leithii-075/

14772

Nameer, P.O., K.R. Unnikrishnan & J. Thomas (2007). Record of
Leith’s Softshell Turtle Aspideretes leithii (Gray, 1872) (Family
Trionychidae) from Kerala. Reptile Rap—Newsletter of South Asian
Reptile Network No. 8(December): 5. https://www.zoosprint.
zooreach.org/ZoosPrintNewsLetter/ReptileRap%208%20Dec07.pdf

Sirsi, S. (2010). A Progress Report on Reconnaissance of Softshell
Turtles in the states of Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh. Report
submitted to Turtle Survival Alliance & Madras Crocodile Bank Trust,
8pp. https://turtlesurvival.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/

Progress_Report.pdf

Threatened Taxa

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 October 2019 | 11(13): 14770-14772






PLATINUM
OPEN ACCESS

www.threatenedtaxa.org

The Journal of Threatened Taxa (JoTT) is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by
publishing peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.
All articles published in JOTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
unless otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of articles
in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)
October 2019 | Vol. 11 | No. 13 | Pages: 14631-14786

Date of Publication: 26 October 2019 (Online & Print)
DOI: 10.11609/jott.2019.11.13.14631-14786

Communications

Camera trap survey of mammals in Cleopatra’s Needle Critical Habitat in
Puerto Princesa City, Palawan, Philippines

— Paris N. Marler, Solomon Calago, Mélanie Ragon &

Lyca Sandrea G. Castro, Pp. 14631-14642

Habitat suitability modeling of Asian Elephant Elephas maximus
(Mammalia: Proboscidea: Elephantidae) in Parsa National Park, Nepal
and its buffer zone

— Puja Sharma, Hari Adhikari, Shankar Tripathi, Ashok Kumar Ram &
Rajeev Bhattarai, Pp. 14643-14654

Current population status of the endangered Hog Deer Axis porcinus
(Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla: Cervidae) in the Terai grasslands: a study
following political unrest in Manas National Park, India

— Alolika Sinha, Bibhuti Prasad Lahkar & Syed Ainul Hussain, Pp. 14655—
14662

A food spectrum analysis of three bufonid species (Anura: Bufonidae)
from Uttarakhand region of the western Himalaya, India

— Vivekanand Bahuguna, Ashish Kumar Chowdhary, Shurveer Singh,
Gaurav Bhatt, Siddhant Bhardwaj, Nikita Lohani & Satyanand Bahuguna,
Pp. 14663-14671

Moulting pattern and mortality during the final emergence of the
Coromandel Marsh Dart Damselfly Ceriagrion coromandelianum
(Zygoptera: Coenagrionidae) in central India

— Nilesh R. Thaokar, Payal R. Verma & Raymond J. Andrew, Pp. 14672—
14680

Diversity of parasitic Hymenoptera in three rice-growing tracts of
Tamil Nadu, India
— Johnson Alfred Daniel & Kunchithapatham Ramaraju, Pp. 14681-14690

Mapping octocoral (Anthozoa: Octocorallia) research in Asia, with
particular reference to the Indian subcontinent: trends, challenges, and
opportunities

— Ghosh Ramwvilas, Kannan Shalu, Rajeev Raghavan & Kutty Ranjeet,

Pp. 14691-14721

SEM study of planktonic chlorophytes from the aquatic habitat of the
Indian Sundarbans and their conservation status
— Gour Gopal Satpati & Ruma Pal, Pp. 14722-14744

Is cultivation of Saussurea costus (Asterales: Asteraceae) sustaining its
conservation?

— Chandra Prakash Kuniyal, Joel Thomas Heinen, Bir Singh Negi &
Jagdish Chandra Kaim, Pp. 14745-14752

Partner

SGO

The Mohamed bin Zayed
SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND

Member

‘F/N

Short Communications

A first photographic record of a Yellow-bellied Weasel Mustela kathiah

Hodgson, 1835 (Mammalia: Carnivora: Mustelidae) from western Nepal
— Badri Baral, Anju Pokharel, Dipak Raj Basnet, Ganesh Bahadur Magar &
Karan Bahadur Shah, Pp. 14753-14756

Mammal diversity in a montane forest in central Bhutan
— Tashi Dhendup, Kinga Thinley & Ugyen Tenzin, Pp. 14757-14763

Notes

First record of Otter Civet Cynogale bennettii (Mammalia: Carnivora:
Viverridae) kept as a pet in Indonesia, representing a possible new
threat to the species

— Jamie Francis Bernard Bouhuys, Pp. 14764—-14766

An observation of the White-bellied Sea Eagle Haliaeetus leucogaster
preying on Saltwater Crocodile hatchlings Crocodylus porosus in
Bhitarkanika Wildlife Sanctuary, India

— Nimain Charan Palei, Bhakta Padarbinda Rath & Bimal Prasanna
Acharya, Pp. 14767-14769

Elusive, rare and soft: a new site record of Leith’s Softshell Turtle
Nilssonia leithii (Reptilia: Testudines: Trionychidae) from

Bhadra Tiger Reserve, Karnataka, India

—H.S. Sathya Chandra Sagar, M. Mrunmayee, I.N. Chethan,
Manish Kumar & D.V. Girish, Pp. 14770-14772

A new distribution record of the Pentagonal Sea Urchin Crab
Echinoecus pentagonus (A. Milne-Edwards, 1879) (Decapoda:
Brachyura: Pilumnidae) from the Andaman Islands, India

— Balakrishna Meher & Ganesh Thiruchitrambalam, Pp. 14773-14776

First records of the ghost moth genus Palpifer Hampson, [1893]
(Lepidoptera: Hepialidae) from the Indian subcontinent south of the
Himalaya

—Siyad A. Karim & John R. Grehan, Pp. 14777-14779

First record of longhorn beetle Calothyrza margaritifera (Cerambycidae:
Lamiinae: Phrynetini) from western India
— Vishwas Deshpande & Hemant V. Ghate, Pp. 14780-14783

Extended distribution of Ceropegia mahabalei Hemadri & Ansari
(Apocynaceae) to the state of Gujarat, India

— Mukta Rajaram Bhamare, Hemantkumar Atmaram Thakur &
Sharad Suresh Kambale, Pp. 14784-14786

Publisher & Host

»
I

VZO0REACH

Threatened Taxa



https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.speciesconservation.org  
https://freejournals.org
http://zooreach.org/?page_id=2
http://zooreach.org
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Blank Page

