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Rosy Starlings Pastor roseus primarily breed in Europe 
and central Asia (Diniarsih et al. 2016) and winter mainly 
in India and Sri Lanka (BirdLife International 2019), but 
small numbers regularly reach the Thai-Malay Peninsula 
(Wells 2010), mainly between October and February 
(Diniarsih et al. 2016).  Additionally, reports show single 
records from Java and Bali (Diniarsih et al. 2016), but 
not yet from Myanmar.  The species is also a rare, but 
more or less annual, non-breeding visitor to Thailand 
(Treesucon & Limparungpatthanakij 2018). 

On 20 September 2018, we observed a distinct 
looking starling (Image 1) in the afternoon in Naung 
Mung, Kachin State, Myanmar.  Although the crest of 
this bird is not prominent in the picture, its head, hood, 
wings, and tail are black and the remaining plumage is 
pale pink.  The eye is black while the bill is thick, pale 
orange with a pale yellow base and a grey culmen.  
We identified it as a Rosy Starling individual with adult 
plumage (Image 1) and recorded the species, probably 
the same individual, two more times at the same place 
until 26 September 2018 (Figure 1).  We recorded an 
individual of the same species in February 2017, but 
were unable to take a photographic record during this 

previous observation.  The place where we observed 
the Rosy Starling is on the outskirts of Naung Mung 
Village, an open and flat area with bushes and a few 
trees in the riparian area along a small creek (elevation 
is approximately 540m).  The climatic condition of 
Naung Mung is tropical to subtropical and the average 
temperature is around 15°C (6–35 °C) while the annual 
rainfall is 1,700mm (Du Sar No pers. com).  The bird 
rested on a power cable in Naung Mung and foraged in 
Taw Gway (Hog Plum, Spondias pinnata) and Minbaw 
trees (Fish Tail Palm, Caryota sp.).  The Rosy Starling 
accompanied a mixed-species flock of Vinous-breasted 
Myna Acridotheres burmannicus and Red-vented Bulbul 
Pycnonotus cafer. 

Our observation is the first record of P. roseus 
for Myanmar and confirms that this species occurs 
in the Hkakabo Razi Landscape, Myanmar (Figure 
1).  Although many ornithological expeditions were 
conducted previously by us and others to the Hkakabo 
Razi Landscape since 2001, and the occurrence of this 
species has been postulated, Rosy Starlings were not 
mentioned or recorded so far (Dumbacher et al. 2011; 
Rappole et al. 2011; Rasmussen et al. 2011; Renner & 
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Rappole 2011; Renner et al. 2015, 2018; Suarez-Rubio et 
al. 2016).  Rosy Starlings typically move in flocks or large 
aggregations, but we have only observed individuals of 
this species twice in the Hkakabo Razi Landscape.  We 
therefore, suggest that P. roseus be added as a passage 
or vagrant species to Myanmar’s bird species list. 
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