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Image 1. Photomicrographs showing eggs of parasites in
different animals
(a) Strongyle egg recovered from Chital pellets. X 400
(b) Trichuris sp. eggs recovered from Sambar pellets. X 400
(c) Fasciola gigantica egg recovered from Sambar pellets. X 400
(d) Amphistome egg recovered from Nilgai pellets. X 400
(e) Unsporulated oocyst of coccidia recovered from Nilgai pellets. X 400
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Table 1. Prevalence of parasitic infection in free ranging herbivores

Animal Season Number Number Percentage Strongyle Strongyloides Trichuris Fasciola Amphistome Coccidia
species examined infected infection  (%)  (%)  (%)  (%)  (%)  (%)

Chital Winter 110 44 40 33 (30) 8 (7.27) 0 2 (1.81) 1 (0.9.) 5 (4.54)
Summer 78 21 26.92 16 (20.51) 4 (5.12) 0 1 (1.28) 1 (1.28) 3 (3.84)
Rainy 66 32 48.48 21 (31.81) 6 (9.09) 0 3 (4.54) 2 (3.03) 6 (9.09)
Total 254 97 38.19 70 (27.55) 18 (7.08) 0 6 (2.36) 4 (1.57) 14 (5.51)

Sambar Winter 116 45 38.79 29 (25) 7 (6.03) 0 3 (2.58) 3(2.58) 6 (5.17)
Summer 71 18 25.35 14 (19.71) 4 (5.63) 0 0 0 3 (4.22)
Rainy 69 38 55.07 20 (28.98) 6 (8.69) 5 (7.24) 3 (4.34) 4 (5.79) 8 (11.59)
Total 256 101 39.45 63 (24.60) 17 (6.64) 5 (1.95) 6 (2.34) 7 (2.73) 17 (6.64)

Nilgai Winter 101 41 40.60 28 (27.72) 8 (7.92) 4 (3.96) 4 (3.96) 2 (1.98) 7 (6.93)
Summer 82 20 24.39 17 (20.73) 4 (4.87) 0 1 (1.21) 0 4 (4.87)
Rainy 64 30 46.87 20 (31.25) 7 (10.93) 5 (7.81) 3 (4.68) 2 (3.12) 5 (7.81)
Total 247 91 36.84 65 (26.31) 19 (7.69) 9 (3.64) 8 (3.23) 4 (1.61) 16 (6.47)

Grand total 757 289 38.17 198 (26.15) 54 (7.13) 14 (1.84) 20 (2.64) 15 (1.98) 47 (6.20)

Table 2. Overall mean EPG/OPG of parasites in free ranging herbivores

Species Strongyles Strongyloides Trichuris Fasciola Amphistomes Coccidia

Chital 600 ± 94.28 125 ± 52.61 — 80.00 ± 37.42 250 ± 50 1875.00 ± 196.53
Sambar 666.67 ± 66.67 133.33 ± 47.14 500 ± 100 125 ± 47.87 300 ± 57.74 1990.00 ± 99.24
Nilgai 488.89 ± 58.79 125 ± 52.61 320 ± 101.98 128.57±28.57 200 ± 115.47 1100.00 ± 1100
Average 585.19 127.78 410 111.19 250 1655

Table 3. Body condition of free ranging herbivores

Species Number                   Body condition
Examined Good (%) Average (%) Poor (%)

Chital 30 13 (43.33) 12 (40) 5 (16.67)
Sambar 30 11 (36.67) 13 (43.33) 6 (20)
Nilgai 30 14 (46.67) 12 (40) 4 (13.33)
Total 90 38 (42.22) 37 (41.11) 15 (16.67)


