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NOTE

Gall midges are small,
inconspicuous flies, but they may
be very important in both forest
and agro ecosystems. The body
of the adult gall midges generally
varies from 0.5-3 mm in length but
occasionally may be as long as 8mm
or less than 0.5mm. They usually
have long antennae. The wing veins
are reduced in number with only
three or four veins normally present. Tibial spurs are
absent. The larvae vary somewhat in their habits but
most species are either phytophagous, producing galls
on various plants, mycophagous, feeding on fungi, or
zoophagous, feeding on invertebrates, especially insects
(Skuhrava et al. 1984). While identifying the collections
of gall midges of Tamil Nadu State, we came across a gall
midge species identified as Octodiplosis bispina Sharma,
1987. Perusal of published works on the gall midges
of Tamil Nadu and the Western Ghats (Sharma 2009)
revealed that this species has not been reported from
these areas earlier and hence the present collection
forms a new distribution records (Figure 1). The adults
were dissected and mounted on microscope slides in
Canada balsam and the specimens were deposited in
the National Zoological Collection of WRC, Zoological
Survey of India, Entomology Section, Pune, India.

Material examined: Ent 10/179, 2 males, 17.i.2018,
collected at light, near Maruthamalai, Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu, coll. D. Vasanthakumar. Ent 10/214, 2
males, 23.v.2018, collected at light, near Courtallam,
Tirunelveli District, Tamil Nadu, coll. P. Senthilkumar.

Distribution:  Aurangabad (Maharashtra), the
Andaman Islands, and Tamil Nadu (this study).
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Diagnostic  Characters: Palpi quadriarticulate.
Antenna with 2+12 segments, the flagellate antennal
segments binodose in male (Image 1A), with long apical
stems, enlargements with two whorls of long setae,
one on each enlargement, with three whorls of regular
circumfila, one on basal and two on apical enlargements;
middle whorl shortest; wing, narrow, three times as long
as broad (Image 1B); vein R_ joining costa a little before
the basal % of the wing; vein Rs present, vein R5 reaching
wing margin well beyond the apex and interrupting
costa at its union, vein Cu forked. Claw, simple on all
legs, curved, empodium rudimentary. Genitalia (Image
1C), Gonocoxite, with a median bilobed obtuse lobe,
length 2.33 x its maximum thickness; gonostylus slender,
curved, gradually tapering towards the tip, ending in
tooth. Dorsal plate deeply bilobed, lobes triangular,
rounded apically, narrowed medially, aedeagus slender,
narrowed medially with a pair of strong, lateral upwardly
or downwardly directed spines beyond middle, tip
capitate (Sharma 1987).
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New distribution record of Octodiplosis bispina
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Figure 1. Locality records of Octodiplosis bispina Sharma.

Vasanthakumar et al.

Image 1. Octodiplosis bispina:
A—antennae | B—wing | C—
genitalia.

© D. Vasanthakumar.

References

Skuhrava, M., V. Skuhravy & J.W. Brewer (1984).
Biology of Gall midges, pp. 169-222. In:
Ananthakrishnan, T.N. (ed.). Biology of Gall
Insects. Oxford & IBH Publishing Co. India,
362pp.

Sharma, R.M. (1987). On a new species of genus
Octodiplosis Giard (Diptera: Cecidomyiidae)
from India. Geobios new reports 6: 2—4.

Sharma, R.M. (2009). Insecta: Diptera:
Cecidomyiidae. Zoological Survey of India,
Fauna of Tamil Nadu, State Fauna Series 17:

111-113.
WisD

EACH

Threatened Taxa

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 November 2019 | 11(14): 1490614907 14907



PLATINUM
OPEN ACCESS

www.threatenedtaxa.org

Announcement

The Sally Walker Conservation Fund -- an appeal for support
—P. 14787

Communications

Complementary bat (Mammalia: Chiroptera) survey techniques uncover two
new country records for Nigeria

— Iroro Tanshi, Anthony Ekata Ogbeibu & Paul Jeremy James Bates,

Pp. 14788-14801

Bone fractures in roadkill Northern Tamandua Tamandua mexicana
(Mammalia: Pilosa: Myrmecophagidae) in Costa Rica
— Randall Arguedas, Elisa C. Lopez & Lizbeth Ovares, Pp. 14802-14807

Barilius torsai (Teleostei: Cypriniformes: Cyprinidae), a new freshwater fish
from the Brahmaputra drainage, India

— Kavita Kumari, Manas Hoshalli Munivenkatappa, Archana Sinha,

Simanku Borah & Basanta Kumar Das, Pp. 14808-14815

Butterfly diversity throughout Midnapore urban area in West Bengal, India
— Surjyo Jyoti Biswas, Debarun Patra, Soumyajit Roy, Santosh Kumar Giri,
Suman Paul & Asif Hossain, Pp. 14816-14826

Plant and fungi diversity of Devi Pindiyan Valley in Trikuta Hills of
northwestern Himalaya, India

— Sajan Thakur, Harish Chander Dutt, Bikarma Singh, Yash Pal Sharma, Nawang
Tashi, Rajender Singh Charak, Geeta Sharma, Om Prakash Vidyarthi, Tasir Igbal,
Bishander Singh & Kewal Kumar, Pp. 14827-14844

A checklist of rust fungi from Himachal Pradesh, India
— Ajay Kumar Gautam & Shubhi Avasthi, Pp. 14845-14861

The distribution of blue-green algae (Cyanobacteria) from the paddy fields of
Patan and Karad tehsils of Satara District, Maharashtra, India

— Sharada Jagannath Ghadage & Vaneeta Chandrashekhar Karande,

Pp. 14862-14869

Short Communications

Cordia diffusa K.C. Jacob, the Kovai Manjack (Boraginaceae): a highly
threatened steno-endemic species from Coimbatore City, Tamil Nadu, India
—S. Arumugam, K. Sampath Kumar, B. Karthik & V. Ravichandran, Pp. 14870—
14875

New distribution records in the orchid flora of Tripura, India
— Arjun Adit, Monika Koul & Rajesh Tandon, Pp. 14876-14885

Notes on the extended distribution of Humboldtia bourdillonii (Fabales:

Fabaceae), an Endangered tree legume in the Western Ghats, India
— Anoop P. Balan, A.J. Robi & S.V. Predeep, Pp. 14886—-14890

Partner

SGO

The Mohamed bin Zayed
SPECIES CONSERVATION FUND

Member

‘F/N

The Journal of Threatened Taxa (JoTT) is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by
publishing peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.

All articles published in JOTT are registered under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License
unless otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of articles
[ in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.
ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

November 2019 | Vol. 11 | No. 14 | Pages: 14787-14926
Date of Publication: 26 November 2019 (Online & Print)
DOI: 10.11609/jott.2019.11.14.14787-14926

Notes

Vertebrate prey handling in the Indian Grey Hornbill Ocyceros birostris
(Aves: Bucerotiformes: Bucerotidae)
—James A. Fitzsimons, Pp. 14891-14894

Impact of cyclone Fani on the breeding success of sandbar-nesting birds
along the Mahanadi River in Odisha, India
— Subrat Debata, Pp. 14895-14898

First record of the micromoth Ethmia lineatonotella (Moore, 1867)
(Lepidoptera: Depressariidae: Ethmiinae) from Bhutan

— Jatishwor Singh Irungbam & Meenakshi Jatishwor Irungbam,

Pp. 14899-14901

Additional distribution records of the rare Nepal Comma

Polygonia c-album agnicula (Moore, 1872) (Insecta: Lepidoptera:
Nymphalidae) from Rara National Park, Nepal

— Sanej Prasad Suwal, Biraj Shrestha, Binita Pandey, Bibek Shrestha, Prithivi Lal
Nepali, Kaashi Chandra Rokaya & Bimal Raj Shrestha, Pp. 14902-14905

A new distribution record of the gall midge Octodiplosis bispina Sharma
(Diptera: Cecidomyiidae) from the Western Ghats of Tamil Nadu, India
— Duraikannu Vasanthakumar, Radheshyam Murlidhar Sharma &
Palanisamy Senthilkumar, Pp. 14906-14907

New recruitment of staghorn corals in the Gulf of Mannar -
the emergence of a resilient coral reef

— Koushik Sadhukhan, Ramesh Chatragadda, T. Shanmugaraj &
M.V. Ramana Murthy, Pp. 14908-14911

New records of coral diseases in the Persian Gulf
— Parviz Tavakoli-Kolour & Sanaz Hazraty-Kari, Pp. 14912-134913

Crepidium aphyllum (Orchidaceae), a new record from Bhutan
— Kinley Rabgay & Pankaj Kumar, Pp. 14914-14916

Rediscovery, after over a century, of the endemic climbing vine
Argyreia lawii (Convolvulaceae) from the Western Ghats of India
— Pramod R. Lawand, Rajaram V. Gurav & Vinod B. Shimpale,

Pp. 14917-14920

Linostoma decandrum (Roxb. ) Wall. ex Endl. (Thymelaeaceae):
an addition to the flora of Andaman Islands, India

— L. Rasingam & K. Karthigeyan, Pp. 14921-14922

On the floral biology and pollination of a rare Twining Liana
Sarcolobus carinatus Wall. (Asclepiadoideae: Apocynaceae) in

Coringa Mangrove Forest, Andhra Pradesh, India
—A.J. Solomon Raju, Pp. 14923-14926

Publisher & Host

VZO0REACH

Threatened Taxa



https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://www.speciesconservation.org  
https://freejournals.org
http://zooreach.org/?page_id=2
http://zooreach.org
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

