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Durfing fthe nafionwfide figer survey of Bhuftan fin 2014, 

an  Asfiafic  Brush-ftafiled  Porcupfine Aftherurus macrourus 

(Lfinnaeus, 1758) was phoftographed fin Gedu Terrfiftorfial 

Foresft  Dfivfisfion  (89.66858  N  &  26.75111  E),  locafted  fin 

fthe  soufth-wesftern  parft  of  fthe  counftry.    Thfis  fis  a  firsft 

record of fthe specfies fin wesftern Bhuftan and fthe second 

fin fthe counftry.  The specfies was firsft recorded fin Bhuftan 

fin 2010 fin Royal Manas Nafional Park (RMNP) (Tempa eft 

al. 2013) and occurred aft elevafions up fto 1,408m (WWF 

2013)    fin  sub-ftropfical  monftane  foresfts.    Ift  was  found 

mosftly  near  wafter  sources.    The  Asfiafic  Brush-ftafiled 

Porcupfine fis a specfies of rodenft fin fthe Hysftrficfidae famfily.  

Bhuftan currenftly has fthree specfies of porcupfines: Asfiafic 

Brush-ftafiled  Porcupfine,  Hfimalayan  Cresftless  Porcupfine 

Hysftrfix brachyura,  and  fthe  Indfian  Cresfted  porcupfine 

Hysftrfix findfica. 

Dafta  from  35  camera  ftrap  sftafions  were  avafilable 

for analysfis and fthe Asfiafic Brush-ftafiled Porcupfine was 

recorded  from  only  one  sftafion  wfifth  ftwo  findependenft 

capftures:  one  fin  March  and  one  fin  Aprfil  and  occurred 

aft  1,517m  fin  sub-monftane  foresfts.    Bofth  fthe  capftures 

occurred  aft  nfighft  findficafing    a 

nocfturnal behavfiour.  

An  accounft  of  fthe  specfies 

occurrence fin Bhuftan was prevfiously 

noft  publfished  and  hence,  Bhuftan 

was noft feaftured on fthe dfisftrfibufion 

map of fthe specfies on fthe IUCN red 

lfisft assessmenft fin 2016.  Known fto 

be  fthe  smallesft  and  raresft  of  fthe 

porcupfines fin Soufth Asfia, fthe Asfiafic 

Brush-ftafiled Porcupfine has a wfidespread dfisftrfibufion fin 

norftheasftern  Soufth  Asfia  and  mafinland  Souftheasft  Asfia 

(Molur  2016).    Though  classfified  as  Leasft  Concern  on 

fthe IUCN Red Lfisft of Threaftened Specfies, fthe specfies fis 

showfing  a  declfine  fin  populafion  ftrend  across  fifts  range 

prfimarfily due fto habfiftaft loss, and subsfisftence harvesfing 

for  food.    Habfiftaft  fin  Gedu  dfivfisfion  fis  fthreaftened  by 

small-scale loggfing, habfiftaft degradafion and conversfion, 

non-wood foresft producft collecfion and ofther resource 

explofiftafions.    Porcupfines,  fin  general,  are  also  seen  as 

a  pesft  fto  agrficulftural  crops  and  are  often  ftrapped  by 

farmers  and  eaften.    A  leasft  sftudfied  ftaxon  fin  Bhuftan, 

fthe  specfies  needs  research  eforfts  and  conservafion 

measures fto proftecft fthem from exfirpafion. 
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Image 1. Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine photographed in Gedu Territorial Forest Division 

Threatened Taxa





The Journal of Threatened Taxa is dedicated to building evidence for conservation globally by publishing 
peer-reviewed articles online every month at a reasonably rapid rate at www.threatenedtaxa.org.  All articles 
published in JoTT are registered  under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless 
otherwise mentioned. JoTT allows unrestricted use of articles in any medium, reproduction, and distribution 
by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

OPEN ACCESS

Threatened Taxa

Communication

Flies matter: a study of the diversity of Diptera families (Insecta: 
Diptera) of Mumbai Metropolitan Region, Maharashtra, India, and 
notes on their ecological roles
-- Aniruddha H. Dhamorikar, Pp. 10865–10879

Short Communications

Small carnivores of the montane forests of Eravikulam National Park 
in the Western Ghats, India
-- S. Nikhil & P.O. Nameer, Pp. 10880–10885

Distribution and population of Himalayan Marmot Marmota 
himalayana (Hodgson, 1841) (Mammalia: Rodentia: Sciuridae) in 
Leh-Ladakh, Jammu & Kashmir, India
-- Vipin Chaudhary, R.S. Tripathi, Surjeet Singh & M.S. Raghuvanshi, 
Pp. 10886–10891

First record of Bourret’s Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus paradoxolophus 
(Mammalia: Chiroptera: Rhinolophidae) from Myanmar with a 
review of the taxonomy, distribution and ecology of the species
-- Sai Sein Lin Oo, Du Sar No, Lucia Nang Seng, Ngwe Lwin, Malcolm 
Pearch & Paul J.J. Bates, Pp. 10892–10898

A first record of the Smallfin Gulper Shark Centrophorus moluccensis 
Bleeker, 1860 (Chondrichthyes: Squaliformes: Centrophoridae) from 
the Andaman & Nicobar waters, Indian EEZ
-- H.D. Pradeep, Swapnil S. Shirke, M. Nashad & Monalisha Devi 
Sukham, Pp. 10899–10903

Taxonomic revision of the genus Atmetonychus (Coleoptera: 
Curculionidae: Entiminae) from the Indian subcontinent
-- G. Mahendiran & V.V. Ramamurthy, Pp. 10904–10908

A new species of dewflower Murdannia sanjappae (Commelinaceae) 
from Andaman Islands, India
-- Mudavath Chennakesavulu Naik & Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, 
Pp. 10909–10913

First records of two Ginger Lilys Hedychium (Zingiberaceae) species 
from the Western Ghats, India
-- Sinjumol Thomas, Susai John Britto & Bince Mani, Pp. 10914–10919

An annotated checklist of microbes associated with bamboo in the 
Indian subcontinent
-- O.K. Remadevi, P. Sharada & H.C. Nagaveni, Pp. 10920–10947

Notes
 
Roadkill records of Lowland Tapir Tapirus terrestris (Mammalia: 
Perissodactyla: Tapiridae) between kilometers 06 and 76 of highway 
BR-163, state of Pará, Brazil
-- Marco A. de Freitas, Rodrigo C. Printes, Eric K. Motoyama, 
Assor E. Fucks & Diogo Veríssimo, Pp. 10948–10952

Population size, herd structure and sex ratio of the Blackbuck 
Antilope Cervicapra (Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla: Bovidae) in a 
human dominated area in Odisha, India
-- Subrat Debata, Pp. 10953–10955

Recovery of Musk Deer Moschus chrysogaster Hodgson, 1839 
(Artiodactyla: Moschidae) in Sakteng Wildlife Sanctuary, Bhutan
-- Sonam Tobgay, Thinley Wangdi & Kumbu Dorji, Pp. 10956–10958

First record of the Asiatic Brush-tailed Porcupine 
Atherurus macrourus Linnaeus, 1758 (Mammalia: Rodentia: 
Hystricidae) from western Bhutan 
-- Tashi Dhendup & Rinzin Dorji, Pp. 10959–10960

The Vulnerable Indian Skimmer Rynchops albicollis Swainson, 1838 
(Aves: Charadriiformes: Laridae) breeding in Odisha, eastern India
-- Subrat Debata, Tuhinansu Kar, Kedar Kumar Swain & Himanshu 
Shekhar Palei, Pp. 10961–10963

On the occurrence of Black Baza Aviceda leuphotes Dumont, 1820 
(Aves: Falconiformes: Accipitridae) in the Gupteswar forests of the 
Eastern Ghats, Odisha, India
-- Swetashree Purohit, Manoj V. Nair & Sharat Kumar Palita, 
Pp. 10964–10967

New locality records of the Stout Sand Snake Psammophis 
longifrons Boulenger, 1890 (Reptilia: Squamata: Lamprophiidae) in 
Telangana, India
-- Avinash C. Visvanathan, Sandeep Anne & Aditya Kesav Kolli, 
Pp. 10968–10970

A note on the distribution of two highly threatened butterflies in 
Sri Lanka (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae: Spindasis greeni and Rapala 
lankana), with a report on the range extension of S. greeni 
-- Tharaka Sudesh Priyadarshana, Ishara Harshajith Wijewardhane & 
Mithila Karunarathna, Pp. 10971–10973

A new record of grass Ottochloa (Poaceae) to the Eastern Ghats, 
India
-- Midigesi Anil Kumar, P. Anjaneyulu & Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, 
Pp. 10974–10976

An extended distribution of Natesh’s Cape-pondweed Aponogeton 
nateshii (Aponogetonaceae), a new record to the state of Goa
-- Rutuja Rajendra Kolte, Anup Satish Deshpande, 
Prabha Muraleedharan Pillai & Shrirang Ramchandra Yadav, 
Pp. 10977–10979

Detection of Artyfechinostomum sufrartyfex - a zoonotic parasite 
from the Small Indian Mongoose Herpestes auropunctatus 
(Mammalia: Carnivora: Herpestidae) in Jammu & Kashmir, India
-- Sanku Borkataki, Pankaj Goswami, Rajesh Katoch, Sahil Kumar & 
Pratiksha Raghuvanshi, Pp. 10980–10982

Book Review

Requisite for long term studies in ecology
-- S. Suresh Ramanan, Pp. 10983–10984

November 2017 | Vol. 9 | No. 11 | Pages: 10865–10984
Date of Publication: 26 November 2017 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2017.9.11.10865-10984
www.threatenedtaxa.org

http://www.threatenedtaxa.org/
http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

	Blank Page
	Blank Page



