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at Satchari National Park (SNP) 
(24.1220N & 91.4430E) in 
northeastern Bangladesh, we found 
a Common Hoopoe carrying a food 
item (Image 1).  Another individual 
too was seen carrying food in the 
same direction.  Following that 
direction for approximately 45min, 
we discovered their probable 
destination.  After a further 40min 
of observation, a nest was found with at least one 
chick (Image 2).  We tried to determine the number of 
chicks through binoculars but failed due to the height 
of the nest cavity.  The chick(s) seen was thought to be 
20–30 days old and stuck its head out of the nest and 
called continuously.  Parents visited separately with 
food (Image 3).  Most food items appeared to be small 
invertebrates but could not be identified to the species 
level, although a few seemed to be spiders and also 
some sort of larva.

The Common Hoopoe pair has built its nest in a large 
Terminalia chebula tree at the top of a hillock of 51m 
elevation.  The nest was in a partly hidden cavity with a 
narrow entrance and was about 30m above the ground, 
hidden by dense undergrowth.  The nest location high in 
the canopy in a less disturbed patch of forest appeared 
a good choice for potential breeding success.

The nest was typical – Hoopoes nest in trees having 
cavities with narrow entrances (Perrins & Harrison 
1979; Cramp 1985) but do not excavate their own nest 
cavities (Perrins & Harrison 1979).  We presume that this 
nest was in an old woodpecker hole.  The nesting area 
is comparatively less logged and disturbed by visitors, 
although in the last few years the area was converted to 
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Bangladesh has a rich biological heritage owing to 
its location in the subtropical belt at the confluence 
of two major biotic subregions (Indo-Himalaya and 
Indo-Chinese) of the Oriental region (Khan 2008; 
Feeroz 2014).  A total of 1,619 species were recorded 
were recorded from the country.  With 566 evaluated 
species, birds constitute the most species-rich group in 
Bangladesh (IUCN Bangladesh 2015).  Of this group, 383 
are residents, 218 winter visitors, 11 summer visitors, 
and 94 vagrants.  Common Hoopoe Upupa epops of 
Upupidae family is thought to be a local breeding 
resident having been recorded throughout the year 
(Harvey 1990) but without any confirmation of breeding 
in the country.  The species is distributed widely in 
Europe, Asia, northern Africa, Sub-Saharan Africa, and 
Madagascar (Kristin 2001).  Here we document the first 
nesting of Common Hoopoe in Bangladesh. 

On 6 May 2016 at 10:00hr, during habitat data 
collection of Bengal Slow Loris Nycticebus bengalensis 
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lemon gardens by the local communities.  Many of the 
large trees used by birds such as Oriental Pied Hornbill for 
nesting were cut down illegally.  Habitat destruction is a 
threat for birds and other threatened animals in SNP.  As 
far as the authors’ knowledge, this is the first description 
of the Common Hoopoe nesting in Bangladesh that 
confirms its status as a breeding resident.  We, however, 
found no other Hoopoe nests in SNP in our two years of 
faunal surveys in the forest.
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Image 2. Common Hoopoe chick in the nest waiting for its parents

Image 3. Common Hoopoe feeding its chick

Image 1. Food collection by Common Hoopoe for its chick
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