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Ixora L. is the second largest genus of family Ru-
biaceae after Psychotria and is represented by c. 560 
species worldwide (Mabberley 2008).  The species are 
largely pantropical, commonly distributed in the tropi-
cal and subtropical regions and its center of diversity 
(with at least 200 species) is in South East Asia (Fosberg 
& Sachet 1989; De Block 1998; Puff et al. 2005).  Around 
46 species have been reported from the Indian sub-con-
tinent (Husain & Paul 1989), of which 22 are reported 
from southern part of India (Gamble 1921; Sasidharan 
2004, 2013; Nayar et al. 2014).  Northeastern India also 
harbours 18 species of the genus (Kanjilal et al. 1939; 
Biswas 1966; Deb 1981; Hajra et al. 1996; Singh et al. 
2000; Singh et al. 2002; Mao et al. 2016).

During a recent floristic assessment of Poba Re-
served Forest (27052’32.25”N & 95023’41.01”E), Dhem-
aji District of Assam some interesting plant specimens 
were collected.  On critical examination and scrutiny of 
the relevant literature, it was identified as Ixora poly-
antha Wight. The identification was done by consulting 
published literature (Hooker 1880; Kanjilal et al. 1939; 
Talbot 1912; Saldhana & Nicolson 1976; Gamble 1921; 
Mohanan & Henry 1994) and matching with herbarium 
specimens, housed at Botanical Survey of India, Eastern 

Regional Centre, Shillong (ASSAM).  
The pressing and mounting of spec-
imen was done using standard pro-
cedures (Jain & Rao, 1977; Bridson 
& Forman 1998).  The specimens 
have been deposited at Herbarium 
of Botany Department of North 
Eastern Hill University, Shillong, 
Meghalaya.  So far Ixora polyantha 
Wight had been reported only from 
Western Ghats of India (Maharashtra, Karnataka, Tamil 
Nadu and Kerala), and from Vietnam.  In addition, the 
species is considered to be very rare in Western Ghats 
and has not been collected since 1913, the latest col-
lection by Rao in 1913 from Kottur (Mohanan & Henry 
1994).  The current study presents a new record of the 
species for northeastern India (Image 1 & 2).  A detailed 
taxonomic description, illustration and phenology are 
given to facilitate easy identification. 

Taxonomic enumeration
Ixora polyantha Wight, lcon. Pl. Ind. Orient. 3: t. 

1066. 1846; Hook. f., Fl. Brit. India. 3: 140. 1880; Talbot, 
Forest Fl. Bombay 2: 112. 1912; Gamble, Fl. Madras 2: 
444. 1921; T. Cooke, Fl. Pres. Bombay 1: 609. 1902; C. 
J. Saldhana & Nicolson, Fl. Hassan Distr.: 579. 1976; R. 
Ansari, Fl. Kasaragod Div.: 196. 1985; V.S. Ramach. & V.J. 
Nair, Fl. Cannanore Distr.: 222. 1988; T. Husain & S.R. 
Paul, J. Econ. Taxon. Bot. Addit. Ser. 5, 137.1989; M. Mo-
hanan & A.N. Henry, Fl. Thiruvanthapuram: 235. 1994; 
N. Anil Kumar et al., Fl. Pathanamthitta: 256. 2005; R. 
Narayanan, Flor. Study Wayanad Distr.: 424. 2009.

An evergreen shrub or undershrub up to 2m tall.  
Branches woody, green to brown, glabrous, round; 
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finfternodes  3.5–4.5  cm  flong.    Leaves  flarge,  opposfifte-

decussafte, 20–30x13–17 cm, ovafte fto obovafte, eflflfipfic, 

corfiaceous, gflabrous on bofth sfides, apex acufte or acu-

mfinafte, base acufte; margfins enfire; pefiofle c. 5mm flong, 

fleshy; sfipufle c. 1cm flong, finfterpefioflar, broad aft base 

and  ftaperfing  upwards  fto  end,  gflanduflar  and  hafiry.  In-

florescences  fin  ftermfinafl,  corymbfiform  cymes,  subcapfi-

ftafte,  head  18–20  cm  across,  subsessfifle  fto  peduncfled; 

peduncfle  0.5–1.2  cm,  sftouft,  gflabrous;  bracfts  4–13  x 

0.5–1.2 mm, narrowfly flanceoflafte, gflabrous; bracfteofles 2 

or 4 aft base of hypanfthfium, 2–5 x 0.3–0.5 mm, narrowfly 

flanceoflafte,  gflabrous,  apex  acumfinafte.  Young  finflores-

cence covered wfifth a pafir of persfisftenft finvoflucre, flfighft 

green fin coflour.  Fflowers 80–200 per head, whfifte, sweeft 

fragnanft,  each  flower  5.5–5.7  cm;  pedficeflflafte,  fteftram-

erous; pedficefl sftouft, gflabrous.  Caflyx red, c. 1cm flong, 

flonger fthan ovary; ftube c. 0.4mm wfifth a few scaftered 

hafirs; flobes c. 0.6 mm eflflfipfic–flanceoflafte, gflabrous, apex 

acufte. Coroflfla whfifte, ftubuflar, c. 5.2cm flong, sflender, gfla-

brous  or  sparsefly  pubescenft  aft  fthroaft  and  ftermfinafted 

finfto four broadfly eflflfipfic flobes; each flobe c. 5mm flong, 

gflabrous, apex obftuse or rounded aft apex. Sftamens 4, 

epfipeftaflous,  4–6  mm  flong,  exftrorse;  anfther  yeflflow, 

4–5 mm flong, dorsfifixed, apex acufte; fiflamenft 1–2 mm 

flong, dehfiscfing flongfiftudfinaflfly.  Sftyfle 5–6.5 cm exserfted; 

sfigma pafle yeflflow, 2–3 mm flong; bfifid, sfigmafic arms 

recurved;  ovary  finferfior,  1–1.5  mm  flong,  Frufift  round, 

2–2.5 mm hafiry, red (Ffig. 1).

Fflowerfing: Aprfifl–June 

Frufifing: Jufly–Ocftober 

Eflevafion: 100–200 m.

Specfimen examfined: NEHU-439 (12050), 29.v.2015, 

27052’32.25”N  &  95023’41.01”E,  eflevafion  102m,  Tfin-

fimfifle area, Poba Reserve Foresft, Jonafi, Dhemajfi Dfisftrficft, 

Assam, Indfia, coflfl. D. Narah (deposfifted aft Herbarfium of 

Boftany Deparftmenft, NEHU, Shfiflflong, Meghaflaya).

Dfisftrfibufion: Vfieftnam, Indfia: Wesftern Ghafts - Kerafla, 

Karnaftaka, Maharashftra and Tamfifl Nadu.

Ecoflogy  and  conservafion: A  woody  shrub  growfing 

deep finsfide humfid mfixed evergreen rafin foresfts, prefer-

abfly under shady and weft pflaces.  Ift grows fin assocfiafion 

wfifth Tabernaemonftana dfivarficafta (L.) R.Br. ex Roem. & 

Ffigure 1. Ixora poflyanftha Wfighft.
a - Fflowerfing ftwfig; b - Leaf flengfth; 
c - Leaf wfidfth; d - Pefiofle; 
e - Sfipufles; f - Invoflucres; 
g - Fflower head; h - Indfivfiduafl flower; 
fi - Coroflfla ftube; j - Coroflfla flobe; 
k - Caflyx ftube; fl - Caflyx flobe; 
m - Bracft & Bracfteofle; n - Anfther; 
o - Ffiflamenft; p - Ovary; q - Sftyfle; 
r - Sfigma; s - Frufift.    
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Image 1. Ixora poflyanftha Wfighft. 
A - habfift; B - flower bud wfifth 
finvoflucres; C - flowers arranged fin 
ftrfichasfia; D - flowers fin fuflfl bfloom; 
E - findfivfiduafl flower; F - dfissecfted 
flower.
© A–D: Defijfi Narah; 
© E–F: Nazfir Ahmad Bhaft.

A

C

E

B
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F

Tabfle 1. Comparfison beftween Ixora poflyanftha Wfighft and fifts reflafted specfies Ixora acumfinafta Roxb and Ixora baflakrfishnfifi Deb & Rouft.

Characfters I. poflyanftha I. acumfinafta I. baflakrfishnfifi 

Habfift Shrubs or undershrub, 2m hfigh Shrubs or undershrub, 1.0 –1.5 m hfigh Smaflfl ftree, up fto 3m hfigh

Branches Round, gflabrous Rfibbed or anguflar, gflabrous Pubescenft or ftomenftose

Leaves 
20–30×13–17 cm, ovafte fto obovafte, 
gflabrous, acufte fleaf base

30–40×6–15 cm, obovafte fto obflong, 
gflabrous, cordafte fleaf base

10–35×5–10 cm, broadfly obflong fto 
flanceoflafte, ftomenftose, rounded or 
cuneafte fleaf base

Pefiofle 0.5cm flong 1–2 cm flong 0.5–1 cm flong

Corymbs
Subsessfifle fto peduncefled, gflabrous, 
penduncfle 0.5–1.2 cm flong

Sessfifle fto sub sessfifle, pubescenft, 
penduncfle up fto 0.5cm flong

Peduncefled, ftomenftose, up fto 25cm flong, 
penduncfle 5–10 cm flong

Caflyx
Caflyx ftube ca. 0.4mm wfifth spreadfing hafirs, 
red, flobes ca. 0.6mm flong 

Caflyx ftube 1.5–2.5 mm flong, gflabrous, 
purpfle, flobes ca. 1–9 mm flong

Caflyx ftube 1.2mm flong, pubescenft, flobes 
ca. 1. 3mm flong

Coroflfla
Coroflfla ftube ca. 5.2cm flong, flobes ca. 
5mm flong

Coroflfla ftube 1.5–2.5 mm flong, flobes 9–13 
mm flong

Coroflfla ftube 25 mm flong, sflender, 7–10 
mm flong

Frufift Ovofid, 2–2.5 mm fin dfiam, hafiry, red
Ovofid – eflflfipsofid, 1.5–2 cm fin dfiam, hafiry, 
pafle green

Sub gflobose, 0.7–1 cm fin dfiam, red
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Image 2. Herbarfium of Ixora poflyanftha Wfighft.

Schuflft., Aflangfium chfinense (Lour.) Harms, Ardfisfia humfi-

flfis  Vahfl, Caflflficarpa flongfifoflfia  Lam., Chfloranfthus eflafior 

Lfink, Ffloscopa scandens Lour., Ocoftea flancfifoflfia (Schoft) 

Mez, Cofea benghaflensfis B. Heyne ex Schuflft. and Dfio-

scorea aflafta  L.    Ift  has  a  rare  occurrence  and  grows  fin 

smaflfl,  scaftered  popuflafions  wfifth  narrow  geographfic 

range.  The specfies fis afecfted by many anfthropogenfic 

facftors such as coflflecfion of wfifld edfibfle pflanfts, grazfing 

by  flfivesftock,  cflearfing  of  bushes  for  fuefl  purposes  and 

rampanft  deforesftafion.    The  combfinafions  of  aflfl  fthese 

facftors have resuflfted finfto fifts habfiftaft desftrucfion and fif 

fthe process confinues, fift wfiflfl resuflft finfto exfincfion of fthe 

specfies fin fthe area.  Therefore, fimmedfiafte conservafion 

measures need fto be underftaken fto proftecft fifts habfiftaft 

and check fthe anfthropogenfic dfisfturbances.  The foresft 

paftches where fthe specfies occurs needs fto be proftecfted 

by foresft deparftmenft and fthe flocafl peopfle shoufld be en-

couraged fto grow fthe specfies fin home garden as a spe-

cfies fthaft can be of greaft ornamenftafl vaflue because of fifts 

beaufifufl flowers.  The specfies shoufld be finftroduced fto 

sufiftabfle wfifld habfiftafts after rafisfing fthe specfies usfing va-

rfious propagafion mefthods such as fissue cuflfture, seeds 

or vegeftafive parfts, so fthaft fthe pressure on fifts wfifld ha-

bfiftaft fis reduced.
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