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NOTE

The genus Herpestes belongs
to the family Herpestidae.
Herpestidae, which  comprises
34 species in the world of which
seven species are known from India
(Mudappa 2013; Nameer 2015).
OPEN ACCESS  Among them three are known

from the Eastern Ghats of Andhra

Pradesh: the Indian (Common) Grey

Mongoose Herpestes edwardsii,
Small Indian Mongoose H. javanicus, and Ruddy
Mongoose H. smithii (Chakraborty et al. 2004). The
largest of the Asiatic mongooses is the Stripe-necked
Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis (Prater, 1971) classified
as Least Concern on the IUCN Red List in 2016 (Mudappa
et al. 2016). It is placed in Schedule II, Part Il of the
Indian Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972, and the Indian
population is listed on CITES Appendix Ill.

The range distribution of the Stripe-necked
Mongoose was restricted to the southern part of India
and Sri Lanka (Mudappa 2013). The Stripe-necked
Mongoose was recorded from many parts of the
Western Ghats (Pocock 1941; Prater 1971; Corbet & Hill
1992; Van Rompaey & Jayakumar 2003; Mudappa 2013;
Menon 2014; Sreehari & Nameer 2016). Distribution of
the Stripe-necked Mongoose in Similipal Tiger Reserve,
Odisha was reported by Nayak (2014). Similipal is the
southeastern extension of the Chota Nagpur plateau
(Ray 2005). Although there was a sighting record, there
were no specimens from the Eastern Ghats (Allen 1911).
Van Rompaey & Jayakumar (2003) opined that Allen’s
record was doubtful on the grounds of habitat.

The primary habitat of the Stripe-necked Mongoose
is deciduous forests (both dry and moist) and evergreen
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forests, plantations and scrub, favouring swampy areas
or those close to watercourses. It prefers hilly country
and has been recorded up to 2,200m (Menon 2014).

A faunal survey was carried out in Papikonda
National Park and its adjacent reserve forest in 2014 (Fig
1). Sign surveys and camera trapping was carried out to
know the presence of wildlife. During this survey, three
sighting records and at two different locations the Stripe-
necked Mongoose were camera trapped (Cuddeback
attack model infra-red camera traps) (Images 1 & 2).
Locations and altitudes were recorded using a Garmin
Etrex 10 GPS receiver (Table 1). Five records confirm
the Stripe-necked Mongoose in Papikonda National Park
and adjacent reserve forests. Along with the Stripe-
necked Mongoose, the Gaur Bos gaurus, the Indian
Spotted Eagle Clanga hastata, Indian Peafowl Pavo
cristatus were recorded at the same location.
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Images 1 & 2. Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis from Satlavada Reserve Forest, East Godavari, Andhra Pradesh, India,

22 August 2014.

The forest types of the Papikonda National Park and
Satlavada Reserve Forest come under the southern dry
mixed deciduous forests (5A/C3) and the southern moist
mixed deciduous forests (3B/C2) (Champion & Seth
1968). Hence the forest and habitat of the Stripe-necked
Mongoose also extends to these forest types that are
similar in habitat to that of earlier records elsewhere.
In the present findings, the Stripe-necked Mongoose
was recorded at 500-550 m which corroborates with
the altitudinal ranges of between 400m and 1400m

by Van Rompaey & Jayakumar (2003). The local tribes
Konda Reddy, Koya Dora, Valmika tribes of this region
call the Stripe-necked Mongoose ‘Yentawa mungisa’
this vernacular name is also used for the Indian Grey
Mongoose in the Telugu language.

There was a historical sight-record from the Horsley
Hills in the Eastern Ghats but hitherto dismissed as
doubtful by Mudappa et al. (2016). There has been
no records of the Stripe-necked Mongoose from the
entire range of the Eastern Ghats. Hence, this is the
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Table 1. Current records of Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis in Papikonda National Park and Satlavada Reserve Forest, Eastern

Ghats, Andhra Pradesh, India

Date Locality (area name) Coordinates Time Record Elevation (m) Forest type

01.viii.2014 Satlavada RF 17°4035.76”N & 81°36’32.94"E 14:22 Camera trap 520 Moist deciduous forest
22.viii.2014 Satlavada RF 17°4035.76”N & 81°36’32.94"E 16:11 Camera trap 520 Moist deciduous forest
26.viii.2014 Satlavada RF 17°40'39.5”N & 81°36'37.87"E 10:15 Direct Sight 530 Moist deciduous forest
29.viii.2014 Inside Park boundary 17°40'14.49”N & 81°35’53.96"E 11.45 Direct Sight 530 Moist deciduous forest

first photographic evidence reported on distribution
of Stripe-necked Mongoose from Papikonda National
Park and its adjacent reserve forests in the Eastern
Ghats, Andhra Pradesh. There is a need to carry out
research by the park managers and researchers on the
conservation status and threats to the Stripe-necked
Mongoose, assuming this is an isolated population in
the entire Eastern Ghats, Andhra Pradesh.

References

Allen, P.R. (1911). Mongooses in the Eastern Ghats. Journal of the
Bombay Natural History Society 21: 237-238.

Chakraborty, S., T.P. Bhattacharyya, J.K. De, M.K. Ghosh, T.K.
Chakraborty & A.K. Poddar (2004). Fauna of Andhra Pradesh
Part-2 (Mammals and Marine & Esturine Fishes). Published by ZSI
Kolakata, 45-47pp.

Champion, H.G. & S.K. Seth (1968). The Revised Forest types of India.
New Delhi.

Corbet, G.B. & J.E. Hill (1992). Mammals of the Indo-Malayan Region:
A Systematic Review. Oxford University Press, Oxford, UK.

Menon, V. (2014). Indian Mammals - A Field Guide. Hachette India,
Gurgaon, India, 528pp.

Mudappa, D. (2013). Herpestids, viverrids and mustelids, pp. 471—
498. In: Johnsingh, A.J.T. & N. Manjrekar (eds.). Mammals of South
Asia -1. Universities Press, Hyderabad, India.

Mudappa, D., A. Choudhury & G.A. Punjabi (2016). Herpestes
vitticollis. The IUCN Red List of Threatened Species (2016):
e.T41619A45208503. Downloaded on 27 October 2016; http://
dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-1.RLTS.T41619A45208503.en

Nameer, P.O. (2015). Checklist of Mammals of South Asia, pp. 720—
739. In: Johnsingh A.J.T. & N. Manjrekar (eds.). Mammals of South
Asia Volume 2. University Press, Hyderabad, India, Ixxv+739pp.

Nayak, A.K., M.V. Nair & P.P. Mohapatra (2014). Stripe-
necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis in Odisha, eastern
India: A biogeographically significant record. Small Carnivore
Conservation 51: 71-73.

Pocock, R.l. (1941). The fauna of British India, including Ceylon and
Burma. Mammalia, 2" Edition, 2. Taylor & Francis, London, U.K.

Prater, S.H. (1971). The Book of Indian Animals — 3 Edition.Bombay
Natural History Society. Oxford University Press, Bombay, 324pp.

Ray, G.C. (2005). Geography of Orissa. Kitab Mahal, Cuttack, India.

Sreehari, R. & P.0. Nameer (2016). Small carnivores of Parambikulam
Tiger Reserve, southern Western Ghats, India. Journal of Threatened
Taxa 8(11): 9306-9315; http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/jott.2311.
8.11.9306-9315

Van Rompaey, H. & M.N. Jayakumar (2003). The Stripe-necked
Mongoose, Herpestes vitticollis. Small Carnivore Conservation 28:
14-17.

4

Threatened Taxa

9686

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 December 2016 | 8(14): 9684-9686


http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/jott.2311. 8.11.9306-9315
http://dx.doi.org/10.2305/IUCN.UK.2016-1.RLTS.T41619A45208503.en




All articles published in the Journal of Threatened Taxa are registered under Cre-
ative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless otherwise mentioned.
JoTT allows unrestricted use of articles in any medium, reproduction and distribution

OPEN ACCESS

by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.
ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

December 2016 | Vol. 8 | No. 14 | Pages: 9597-9688
Date of Publication: 26 December 2016 (Online & Print)
DOI: 10.11609/jott.2016.8.14.9597-9688

www.threatenedtaxa.org

Articles

Vultures and people: Local perceptions of a low-density vulture
population in the eastern mid-hills of Nepal

-- Sunita Phuyal, Hemant R. Ghimire, Karan B. Shah &

Hem S. Baral, Pp. 9597-9609

Chemical restraint of captive Kinkajous Potos flavus (Schreber,
1774) (Carnivora: Procyonidae) using a ketamine, xylazine and
midazolam combination and reversal with yohimbine

-- Jesus Lescano, Miryam Quevedo, Milagros Ramos &

Victor Fernandez, Pp. 9610-9618

Communications

Cnemaspis flaviventralis, a new species of gecko (Squamata:
Gekkonidae) from the Western Ghats of Maharashtra, India
-- Amit Sayyed, Robert Alexander Pyron & Neelesh Dahanukar,
Pp. 9619-9629

Current distribution and conservation status of Bhutan

Takin Budorcas whitei Lydekker, 1907 (Artiodactyla: Bovidae)
-- Tiger Sangay, Rajanathan Rajaratnam & Karl Vernes, Pp. 9630—
9637

Population status, distribution and potential threats of the

Blue Bull Boselaphus tragocamelus (Mammalia: Cetartiodactyla:

Bovidae) along the Tinau River of Rupandehi District, Nepal
-- Mohan Aryal, Saroj Panthi, Manoj Bhatta, Thakur Prasad
Magrati, Ashok Kumar Shrestha, Puran Bhakta Shrestha &
Ajay Karki, Pp. 9638-9642

Short Communications

Status assessment of the Saddlepeak Dewflower (Murdannia
saddlepeakensis Ramana & Nandikar: Commelinaceae): an
endemic spiderwort plant of Andaman Islands, India

-- Johny Kumar Tagore, Sebastian Soosairaj, M. Venkat Ramana,
M. Sanjappa & K.N. Ganeshaiah, Pp. 9643-9647

A new species of Protosticta Selys, 1885 (Odonata: Zygoptera:

Platystictidae) from Western Ghats, Kerala, India
-- K.G. Emiliyamma & Muhamed Jafer Palot, Pp. 9648-9652

Z0o/1!

Diversity of Orthoptera (Insecta) fauna from Gomerda Wildlife
Sanctuary, Chhattisgarh, India
-- Sunil Kumar Gupta & Kailash Chandra, Pp. 9653-9662

Rediscovery of the Frilled Tail Gecko Hemidactylus platyurus
(Schneider, 1792) in Sri Lanka after more than 160 years

-- Anslem de Silva, Majintha Madawala, Aaron M. Bauer &
Suranjan Karunarathna, Pp. 9663-9666

Echolocation calls of the two endemic leaf-nosed bats
(Chiroptera: Yinpterochiroptera: Hipposideridae) of India:
Hipposideros hypophyllus Kock & Bhat, 1994 and
Hipposideros durgadasi Khajuria, 1970

-- Bhargavi Srinivasulu, Chelmala Srinivasulu & Harpreet Kaur,
Pp. 9667-9672

Notes

Carex capillaris L. (Cyperaceae) - a new distribution record for
India
-- Animesh Maji & V.P. Prasad, Pp. 9673-9674

The genus Zeuxine Lindl. (Orchidaceae) in Tripura State, India
-- S.P. Panda, B.K. Singh, M.U. Sharief, S.S. Hameed &
A. Pramanik, Pp. 9675-9677

On the discovery of Dimeria hohenackeri (Poaceae) from the
Andaman Islands, a hitherto known endemic and endangered
grass species of southwestern peninsular India

-- Mudavath Chennakesavulu Naik, Midigesi Anil Kumar &
Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, Pp. 9678-9680

The sighting of Howarth'’s Hairstreak (Lepidoptera: Lycaenidae:
Theclinae: Chrysozephyrus disparatus interpositus Howarth,
1957) from Tenga Valley, Arunachal Pradesh, India, extending
its known range

-- Rachit Pratap Singh & Sanjay Sondhi, Pp. 9681-9683

The first record of Stripe-necked Mongoose Herpestes vitticollis
Bennett, 1835 (Mammalia: Carnivora: Herpestidae) from the
Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh, India

-- Kumpatla Balaji & Jarugulla Eswar Satyanarayana, Pp. 9684—
9686

Thre.atened Taxa


http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

