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floss and fthe exporft busfiness of fthe specfimen as 

ftrophfies.  “Obftafinabfle aft Lafiftryngew and Lafiftflyngdoh 

and nefighbourhood on fthe Cherranpunje Road on fine 

days fin May and earfly June especfiaflfly on fthe bare ftops 

of fthe hfiflfls whfich have ftrees on fthefir flower sflopes.  They 

fly  from  dawn  fiflfl  10  o’cflock  after  whfich  fthey  refire  fto 

ftree  ftops.  Mafles  occasfionaflfly  seftfle  on  sftones  and  are 

easfifly  ftaken;  femafles  are  rafther  rare.    The  bufterfly  fis 

confined  fto  a  parficuflar  area  fin  Khasfi  Hfiflfls,  fift  provfides 

exporft  busfiness  fto  professfionafls,  whfich  may  cause 

fifts  exfincfion”  (Parsons  &  Canfifle  1948).   “Occurs very 

commonfly  fin  fthe  Manfipur  Hfiflfls  aft  a  hfigh  eflevafion.    A 

few  femafles  were  ftaken  aft  Koubru  Peak  beftween  May 

and Jufly.  The sprfing femafles are somewhaft smaflfler fthan 

fthose occurrfing fin rafins” (Tyftfler 1915).

The specfies has noft been phoftographed fin fthe fiefld 

from Indfia fiflfl dafte.  A dead specfimen of fthe specfies was 

phoftographed from norfthern Sfikkfim by Usha Lachungpa 

durfing Sepftember 2007 whfich confirms fthe presence of 

fthe specfies fin norftheasftern Indfia (hftp://www.flufters.

org/home/hftmfl/phoftos.php?flevefl=pficfture&fid=832).

Lafter,  fthe  sfighfing  of  Kafiser-I-Hfind  (Tefinopaflpus 
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Kafiser-I-Hfind Tefinopaflpus 

fimperfiaflfis Hope, 1843 fis one of fthe 

mosft eflusfive swaflflowftafifl bufterflfies, 

wfifth abouft a 90–120 mm wfingspan.  

Ift  occurs  fin  Darjeeflfing,  Sfikkfim, 

Assam, Arunachafl Pradesh, Manfipur, 

fthe Khasfi Hfiflfls of Meghaflaya fin Indfia, 

Nepafl, Bhuftan, Myanmar, soufthern 

Chfina,  Vfieftnam  and  Laos  (Wynfter-

Bflyfth  1957;  Kehfimker  2008;  Savefla 

2011; Inayoshfi 2012).  Found aft hfigh eflevafion mounftafins 

beftween 1828–3048 m fin weflfl wooded areas.  The flfighft 

fis  sftrong  and  rapfid.  The  bufterfly  keeps  fto  fthe  ftop  of 

ftrees and fis ftherefore dfificuflft fto capfture.  Ift was once 

pflenfifufl  fin  fthe  Khasfi  Hfiflfls,  near  Cherrapunje  (Anftram 

1924).  The specfies fis rare (Evans 1932; Taflboft 1939).  Ift fis 

represenfted by fthree subspecfies: Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis 

fimperfiaflfis Hope,  1843  -  Assam,  Manfipur,  Meghaflaya; 

T. fimperfiaflfis hfimaflaficus  Rofthschfifld,  1898  -  Arunachafl 

Pradesh,  Sfikkfim,  Wesft  Bengafl; T. fimperfiaflfis fimperaftrfix 

de Nficévfiflfle,  1899  - norfthern  Burma  soufthwards  fto 

Aftaran Rfiver (Taflboft 1939; Varshney & Smeftacek 2015), 

soufthern Chfina, Vfieftnam and Laos (Savefla 2011; Inayoshfi 

2012).    As  per  Smeftacek  (pers.  comm.  Aprfifl  2016), 

fthe subspecfies fimperfiaflfis and hfimaflaficus occurs onfly 

wfifthfin fthe Indfia subregfion.  The subspecfies hfimaflaficus 

fis dfiferenft from fimperfiaflfis onfly fin fthe femafles.  upper 

hfindwfing  (Uph)   grey,  dfiscafl  area  generaflfly  pafler  fthan 

fimperfiaflfis, posfterfiorfly more exftended yeflflow.  Uph 

dfiscafl bflack flunufles fthfinner, a few bflack scafles beftween 

vefins 5 and 6.

The  specfies  was  flocaflfly  common  60  years  ago  fin 

Meghaflaya,  buft  probabfly  exfirpafted  due  fto  habfiftaft 
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fimperfiaflfis)  (Images  1  &  2)  from  Koubru  peak 

(25003’45.33”N  &  93052’22.81”E,  aft  an  aflfiftude  of 

2516.73m) (Images 4 & 5) on 15 Aprfifl 2014 confirms fthe 

confinued presence of fthe specfies fin Manfipur Sftafte.  The 

sfighfing of fthfis Red Lfisfted Near Threaftened (NT) specfies 

(Gfimenez 1996) from Koubru Peak fis fthe prfide of Manfipur 

Sftafte.  Lafter fin fthe same monfth on 27 Aprfifl 2014, from 

fthe same flocaflfifty, Harmenn Hufidrom aflso phoftographed 

a  heaflfthy  mafle  of  Kafiser-I-Hfind Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis 

(Image 3).  Thus, fift seems fthaft fthe specfies have finhabfiftaft 

aft  Koubru  peak  and  fifts  vficfinfifty  range  fin  fthe  recenft 

fimes.    Jordan  fin  Wynfter-Bflyfth  (1957)  menfioned  fthaft 

fthe specfies fis very flocafl and onfly occurs aft medfium and 

hfigher  eflevafions  fin  fthe  mounftafins  (1,800–3,000  m)  fin 

	
  

	
  

Image 1. Upper sfide of Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis from oubru a   Image 2. Undersfide sfide of Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis from oubru a 
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Image 3. Undersfide of Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis ma  from oubru 
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wooded  areas.  They  besft  prefer  flocaflfifies  wfifth  open 

pflaces on fthe ftops of mounftafins surrounded by foresft.  

The same habfiftaft was found aft fthe ftop of Koubru Peak 

where fthe specfies was sfighfted. Aft fthe flower eflevafions 

fthe mounftafin has good foresft, buft fthe specfies was noft 
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fisrfi  Manfipur 

mag   fifims of fi r

mag   S ng of fi r on h ohr rang from oubru

mag   abfia of Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis a oubru a

mag   urnfing on of a fif ss r  a oubru

encounftered durfing fthe survey.

Koubru  mounftafin  fis  hfighfly  dfisfturbed  fthrough 

anfthropogenfic  dfisfturbance  flfike  floggfing,  agrficuflfture, 

wfifldfire for fthe cuflfivafion of crops by nearby flocafl ftrfibafl 

communfifies, and fis fthe major fthreaft fto fthe exfisftence of 

© Sofibam Bafleshwor © Sofibam Bafleshwor

© Sofibam Bafleshwor © Sofibam Bafleshwor



Journafl of Threaftened Taxa | www.fthreaftenedftaxa.org | 26 June 2016 | 8(6): 8930–8933 8933

Sfighfings of Tefinopaflpus fimperfiaflfis from Manfipur Sofibam

fthe specfies fin fthe area (Images 6–11).  Tfimefly consuflftafion 

wfifth fthe concerned aufthorfifty and communfifty abouft fthe 

exfisftence  of  fthfis  magnfificenft  bufterfly  specfies  fin  fthe 

area and proftecfion of fthefir habfiftaft fis needed fto supporft 

fthe exfisftence of fthfis specfies fin fthe area.

Furfther,  an  eforft  shoufld  be  creafted  for  conservfing 

fthe  Kafiser-I-Hfind  and  fifts  habfiftaft  fto  reesftabflfish  fthe 

popuflafion of fthfis rare specfies fin Manfipur.  The ftradfifion 

of sefing of wfifldfires and deforesftafion fin fthe mounftafins 

ranges and hfiflfls shoufld be sftopped by makfing fthe flocafl 

communfifies aware of fthe presence of fthfis endangered 

bufterfly  fin  fthe  flocaflfifty  fthrough  awareness  campafigns.  

Encouragfing  fthe  pflanfing  of  ftrees  flfike  Campbeflfl’s 

Magnoflfia Magnoflfia campbeflflfifi  (Magnoflfiaceae)  and 

Nepaflese Paper Pflanft Daphne bhoflua (Thymeflaeaceae) 

(Kehfimkar  2008;  Khanafl  eft  afl.  2013)  whfich  are  fthe 

known  hosft  pflanfts  for  fthe  flarvae  of  fthe  specfies  fin  fthe 

mounftafins wfiflfl heflp fthe specfies’ popuflafion and habfiftaft 

fto reesftabflfish.
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