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Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi  van  der  Poorften,  2009 

(Image  1)  fis  an  endemfic  dragonly  fin  Srfi  Lanka.    Ift  fis  a 

dfisfincft  specfies  among  fthe  Srfi  Lankan  odonaftes  wfifth 

a  sftrfikfing  morphology  off  red,  golden-yellow  and  black 

and fis fthe only represenftafive off fifts genus fin fthe counftry 

(Bedjanfič eft al. 2014).  Even fthough fift has a very colorfful 

morphology fift was firsft recognfized only fin fthe year 2007 

and  ftaxonomfically  descrfibed  fin  2009.    Sfince  fthen  fthe 

specfies  has  been  recorded  many  fimes  buft  only  ffrom 

fifts ftype localfifty and fifts vficfinfifty, near Kudawa (Raftnapura 

Dfisftrficft:  6.4333N  &  80.4167E)  finsfide  fthe  Sfinharaja 

Man and Bfiosphere Reserve (van der Poorften 2009a,b; 

Bedjanfič eft al. 2014) fthus fift was consfidered fto be ffound 

only wfifthfin a resftrficfted area (van der Poorften & Connfiff 

2012).  Thfis lfimfifted dfisftrfibufion range off fthe specfies has 

led fift fto be recognfized as a Crfifically Endangered specfies 

off Odonafta (MOE 2012; Bedjanfič eft al. 2014). 

Alfthough  fthe  specfies  has  been  known  ffor  several 

years, only a lfimfifted amounft off knowledge fis avafilable 

on  fifts  naftural  hfisftory  and  ecology.  

The  avafilable  finfformafion  covers 

some  aspecfts  off  fifts  dfisftrfibufion, 

lfighft  seasonalfifty,  habfiftaft,  habfifts 

and  some  fimmafture  sftages  (egg 

and  a  ffour-monfth  old  larva).  

Accordfing  fto  known  finfformafion 

fthe  lfighft  season  off  fthe  specfies 

fis  beftween  Aprfil  and  November 

(Bedjanfič  eft  al.  2014)  and  fift  has 

been  reporfted  ffrom  semfi-dfisfturbed  hfilly  dfipfterocarp 

fforesfts  wfifth  bamboo,  ftree  fferns  (van  der  Poorften 

2009a) and pfiftcher planfts near a perennfial sftream (van 

der  Poorften  2009b;  Bedjanfič  eft  al.  2014)  and  close  fto 

abandoned paddy fields (van der Poorften 2009a).  The 

elevafion range off fthe localfifies occupfied by fthe specfies 

fis  beftween  500–700  m  (Bedjanfič  eft  al.  2014).    The 

larvae off some members off fthe genus Lyrfiofthemfis are 

known fto finhabfift phyftoftelmafta (van der Poorften 2009a; 

Das  eft  al.  2013)  whfile  ofthers  finhabfift  muddy  dfiftches 

and  marshlands  (van  der  Poorften  2009a).    The  larval 

habfiftaft off L. deffonsekafi has never been dfiscovered buft 

fift has been suggesfted fthaft fthe larvae mfighft also finhabfift 

phyftoftelmafta (Bedjanfič eft al. 2014). 

An fimmafture male (Image 2) and a mafture ffemale L. 

deffonsekafi (Image 3) were observed aft Yagfirala Foresft 

Reserve  (6.36236N  &  80.17666E;  elevafion:  42m)  on 

01 Augusft 2015 aft abouft 10:30hr.  They were perched 

on  bamboo  planfts  nexft  fto  a  road  runnfing  wfifthfin  fthe 

buffer  zone  off  fthe  fforesft.    The  fimmafture  male  had  a 

yellow  abdomen  unlfike  fthe  red  abdomen  off  a  mafture 

male and was perched abouft 2m above fthe ground.  The 

adulft ffemale was perched abouft 1.5m above fthe ground 

level.    The  surroundfing  vegeftafion  fin  fthe  fforesft  buffer 
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zone comprfises a Pfinus sftand nafturally befing succeeded 

by nafive vegeftafion.  The undergrowfth was domfinafted 

and  densely  covered  by  bamboo  planfts  (Image  4).    A 

marshy area and a small seep were presenft wfifthfin abouft 

100m  ffrom  fthe  localfifty.    A  ffemale L. deffonsekafi  was 

observed aft fthe same localfifty aft 09:00hr and 15:00hr on 

fthe ffollowfing day (2 Augusft 2015).

Hfiftherfto, L. deffonsekafi  was  only  known  ffrom  semfi 

dfisfturbed  dfipfterocarp  fforesfts  fin  fthe  Sfinharaja  Man 

and  Bfiosphere  Reserve.    Aft  Yagfirala  Foresft  Reserve,  fift 

was recorded ffrom a Pfinus planftafion befing succeeded 

by naftural vegeftafion.  However, fin all fthese localfifies, 

fthe  specfies  has  been  recorded  fin  places  adjofinfing 

fforesft pafthways wfifth parfial canopy cover and close fto 

marshlands,  long  abandoned  paddy  fields,  rafin  wafter 

pools finsfide fforesft or fforesft sftreams wfifth sluggfish banks.  

So ffar fift has noft been recorded fin fforesft gaps fthaft are 

ffar ffrom marshy habfiftafts or sftagnanft wafter pools.  Thfis 

habfiftaft  prefference ftowards  parfially  open  areas  fin  fthe 

vficfinfifty  off  marshes  or  sfimfilar  aquafic  habfiftafts  could 

N

Ffigure 1. Dfisftrfibufion range off Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi wfifth fthe new 
localfifty record

Image 1. Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi male ffrom Sfinharaja Foresft Reserve

© Amfila Sumanapala

Image 2. Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi fimmafture male

© Nuwan Chafthuranga

Image 3. Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi mafture ffemale

© Amfila Sumanapala
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be  lfinked  wfifth  fifts  breedfing  habfiftaft  requfiremenft  as 

adulft odonaftes are more ffrequenftly seen close fto fthefir 

ovfiposfifing  and  larval  habfiftafts.    Furfther  observafions 

and  ecologfical  sftudfies  are  requfired  fto  undersftand  fthe 

habfiftaft  requfiremenfts  off  adulft  and  larval  sftages  off L. 

deffonsekafi.

The  range  exftensfion  record  off L. deffonsekafi  fto 

Yagfirala Foresft Reserve findficaftes fthaft fthe specfies has a 

wfider dfisftrfibufion range fthan prevfiously recorded.  The 

new  localfifty  fis  locafted  abouft  27.5km  soufthwesftward 

ffrom  fthe  ftype  localfifty  off  fthe  specfies.    As  fthere  are 

several  lowland  rafinfforesft  habfiftafts  beftween  fthe  ftype 

localfifty off fthe specfies and fthe newly recorded localfifty, 

fift  fis  possfible  fthaft L. deffonsekafi  mfighft  occupy  aft  leasft 

one  off  fthese.    Ift  can  only  be  confirmed  by  ffurfther 

surveys fin poftenfial habfiftafts fin soufth wesftern Srfi Lanka 

whfich  fincludes  Morapfifiya-Runakanda  Foresft  Reserve, 

Kalugala  Foresft  Reserve  and  Haycock  Foresft  Reserve.  

The resulfts off ffurfther dfisftrfibufion surveys would provfide 

an fimporftanft finpuft ffor any ffufture conservafion acfions 

ffor fthfis crfifically endangered specfies and fifts habfiftaft. 

Refferences

Bedjanfič,  M.,  K.  Connfiff,  N.  van  der  Poorften  &  A.  Šalamun  (2014). 
Dragonly Fauna off Srfi Lanka: Dfisftrfibufion and Bfiology wfifth Threaft 
Sftaftus off fifts Endemfics. Pensoft, Sofia, 321pp.

Das,  K.S.A.,  K.A.  Subramanfian,  K.G.  Emfilfiyamma,  M.J.  Paloft  &  K.A. 
Nfishad (2013).  Range  exftensfion  and  larval  habfiftaft  off Lyrfiofthemfis 
ftrficolor Rfis, 1919 (Odonafta: Anfisopftera: Lfibellulfidae) ffrom soufthern 
Wesftern  Ghafts,  Indfia. Journal off Threaftened Taxa  5(17):  5237–
5246; hftp://dx.dofi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o3716.5237-46

MOE (2012). The  Nafional  Red  Lfisft  2012  off  Srfi  Lanka:  Conservafion 
Sftaftus off fthe Fauna and Flora. Mfinfisftry off Envfironmenft, Colombo, 
Srfi Lanka, vfififi+476pp.

van der Poorften, N. (2009a). Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi sp. nov. ffrom Srfi 
Lanka, wfifth a revfiew off fthe known specfies off fthe genus (Anfisopftera: 
Lfibellulfidae). Odonaftologfica 38(1): 15–27.

van  der  Poorften,  N.  (2009b).  Addfifional  records  off Lyrfiofthemfis 
deffonsekafi van der Poorften 2009 fin Srfi Lanka. Agrfion 13(2): 56–57. 

van  der  Poorften,  N.  &  K.  Connfiff  (2012).  The  ftaxonomy  and 
conservafion  sftaftus  off  fthe  dragonly  ffauna  off  Srfi  Lanka,  pp.  1–4. 
In:  Weerakoon,  D.K.  &  S.  Wfijesundara  (eds.). The  Nafional  Red 
Lfisft 2012 off Srfi Lanka; Conservafion Sftaftus off fthe Fauna and Flora. 
Mfinfisftry off Envfironmenft, Colombo, Srfi Lanka.

Image 4. Habfiftaft off fthe localfifty where Lyrfiofthemfis deffonsekafi was 
observed fin Yagfirala Foresft Reserve 

© Amfila Sumanapala

http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/JoTT.o3716.5237-46


All articles published in the Journal of Threatened Taxa are registered under Cre-
ative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License unless otherwise mentioned. 
JoTT allows unrestricted use of articles in any medium, reproduction and distribution 
by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

November 2016 | Vol. 8 | No. 13 | Pages: 9505–9596
Date of Publication: 26 November 2016 (Online & Print)

DOI: 10.11609/jott.2016.8.13.9505-9596
www.threatenedtaxa.org

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

OPEN ACCESS

Threatened Taxa

Communications
 
Preventing Philippine Eagle hunting: what are we missing? 
-- Jayson Ibañez, Anna Mae Sumaya, Giovanne Tampos & 
Dennis Salvador, Pp. 9505–9511

A comparison of the effectiveness of methods of deterring 
pteropodid bats from feeding on commercial fruit in 
Madagascar
-- Tatamo E.A. Raharimihaja, Jo L.M. Rakotoarison, 
Paul A. Racey & Radosoa A. Andrianaivoarivelo, Pp. 9512–
9524

Seasonal variations in food plant preferences of 
reintroduced Rhinos Rhinoceros unicornis (Mammalia: 
Perrissodactyla: Rhinocerotidae) in Manas National Park, 
Assam, India 
-- Deba Kumar Dutta, Pranab Jyoti Bora, Rita Mahanta, 
Amit Sharma & Anindya Swargowari, Pp. 9525–9536

Faunal diversity of Satara District, Maharashtra, India
-- Amit Sayyed, Pp. 9537–9561

Short Communications

Dipcadi krishnadevarayae (Asparagaceae), a new plant 
species from Andhra Pradesh, India
-- Boyina Ravi Prasad Rao, Kothareddy Prasad, 
Dasari Veeranjaneyulu, Mudavath Chennakesavulu Naik, 
Sugali Salamma & Angajala Narayanaswamy, Pp. 9562–9567

Records of Cigaritis zhengweilie Huang, 1998 (Lepidoptera: 
Theclinae) from Arunachal Pradesh, India and southeastern 
Tibet, China, and a note on Cigaritis elwesi (Evans, [1925])
-- Purnendu Roy, Pp. 9568–9573

The status of the Brahminy Starling Sturnia pagodarum 
(Gmelin, 1789) (Aves: Passeriformes: Sturnidae) in Southeast 
Asia
-- Soe Naing, Naw Lah Pwai Paw, Beatrix Lanzinger, 
Pipat Soisook, Malcolm J. Pearch & Paul J.J. Bates, Pp. 9574–
9578

Foraging of the Indian Short-nosed Fruit Bat Cynopterus 
sphinx on banana in shops and on the pieces dropped by 
monkeys at a temple
-- A. Rathinakumar, S. Baskaran & G. Marimuthu, Pp. 9579–
9583

 Notes

Composite aster Inula L. (Asteraceae): a new generic record 
for Nicobar Islands, India
-- Rathinam Sathiyaseelan, Johny Kumar Tagore & 
Sebastian Soosairaj, Pp. 9584–9585
 
Extended distribution of Dipcadi concanense (Dalzell) Baker 
- a highly threatened plant taxon of the family Asparagaceae
-- Anup S. Deshpande, Amit Mirgal, S. Krishnan, 
Satish Narkhede & Malapti K. Janarthanam, Pp. 9586–9588

Range extension of Lyriothemis defonsekai van der Poorten, 
2009 (Anisoptera: Libellulidae), an endemic odonate in 
Sri Lanka
-- Amila P. Sumanapala & Nuwan C. Jayawardana, Pp. 9589–
9591 

An occurrence of the rare Sharptail Mola Masturus 
lanceolatus (Lienard, 1840) (Tetraodontiformes: Molidae), in 
the coastal waters of Visakhapatnam, India
-- Muddula Krishna Naranji, Velamala Govinda Rao & 
Devara Venu, Pp. 9592–9594

Parasitization of a huntsman spider (Arachnida: Araneae: 
Sparassidae: Heteropoda venatoria) by a mermithid 
nematode (Nematoda: Mermithidae)
-- Sachin P. Ranade & Vibhu Prakash, Pp. 9595–9596

http://www.zoo.ch/xml_1/internet/en/intro.cfm
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

