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and in African Elephant Loxodonta africana (Leggett 
2004).  Autocoprophagy is well described and reviewed 
in leporids and other mammals (Hirakawa 2001).  The 
benefits of this mechanism in domestic and wild 
herbivores are well explained (Karasov & Carey 2009; 
Meyer et al. 2010).  Also, there are hypotheses to relate 
this behavior to age, social stress, malnourishment, 
mechanism to gain minerals, vitamin B1, etc., although 
none of them are completely satisfactory (De Passille et 
al. 1989; Prates & Bicca-Marques 2005). 

In Vietnam, the Asian Elephant Elephas maximus 
is known to use at least 26 species of plants for food 
(Sukumar et al. 2002), while in Odisha State of India, 71 
species of food plants are recorded in its diet (Mohapatra 
et al. 2013).  Digested only partially, the African and 
Asian Elephant’s dung is a well known rich food resource 
to several insect species (Theuerkauf et al. 2009; 
Rattanawannee et al. 2013).  In this way food is made 
available to the ground-dwelling fauna.  The record of 
corprophagy by a muntjac is the first of its kind.  It is 
quite possible that the half digested fruits attract small 
frugivorous deer (Chen et al. 2001).  It appears that, it 
was not a case of ‘pika’ - a disorder characterized by 
an appetite for non-nutritive substances, but this wild 
Barking Deer had taken advantage of feeding on half 
digested fruits which would not be otherwise easily 
available to the small mammal.

Image 1. The Barking Deer feeding on Asian Elephant’s dung at Buxa 
Tiger Reserve
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