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forest dominated by pine, spruce, fir, juniper, ash and 
birch on slopes, thus providing both shelter and food 
for the WGS (WCS & PWD-GB 2013).  However, the 
animal would have had to cross roads and congested 
human settlements to reach the city if it came from one 
of the two valleys. It is, however, also possible that the 
animal was captured by salajit collectors to be sold in 
the black market. Salajit is a substance considered to 
have great medicinal value that fetches a high price 
in local markets, and it is found in the crevices of high 
mountain cliffs.  The WGS is not only reported to reside 
in the caves where salajit is deposited, but it is also 
perceived to produce it (Zahler & Karim 1998).  It is likely 
that the animal either escaped or was released by the 
unknown person due to the enhanced conservation and 
protection measures undertaken by government and 
non-government organizations.  The animal was safely 
released in its natural habitat in Markhor Conservancy 
Kargah (then Wildlife Sanctuary) on 08 June 2014 at 
18.00hr.  A video of the animal climbing trees and then 
disappearing in the mountains was also recorded for 
documentation. 

The population of the species in Pakistan is estimated 
at 1000–3000 individuals (Zahler & Woods 1997).  
Deforestation, habitat degradation due to overgrazing, 
and salajit collection (Qamar et al. 2012) are considered 
to be the main threats to the species (Roberts 1997).  
Zahler (2010) projected that the population may decline 
by 20% in five years.  However, deforestation has been 
checked in Gilgit-Baltistan to a considerable level in the 
recent past due to the community based conservation 
initiatives spread across 65 valleys and increased 
surveillance system with more than 100 rangers 
stationed in the valleys (WCS & PWD-GB 2013). It is 
difficult to indicate the status of the species since we do 
not have reliable estimates of the current population or 

occupancy across its potential habitat.  Expansion of the 
community managed protected area network coupled 
with increased law enforcement aimed at both hunting 
and deforestation may help reverse the projected trend.  
To define the distribution range and evaluate the effect 
of the ongoing conservation measures, we recommend 
that systematic site occupancy surveys (Mackenzie et al. 
2002) should be conducted across the potential habitat 
of this elusive species that may be endemic to Pakistan.
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Table 1. Comparison of the Woolly Gliding Squirrel reported in this 
paper with earlier specimens

Specimens Sex Total length 
(cm)

Tail length 
(cm)

Weight 
(kg)

Zahler specimen 1* Male 91 45 1.99

Zahler specimen 2* Male 92 47 1.42

Zahler specimen 3* Male 85 43 1.65

Qamar et al. specimen** Male 83 - 1.5

Our specimen Male 81.3 45.7 1.47

*Figures taken from Zahler & Wood (1997)
**Figures taken from Qamar et al. (2012)
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