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NOTE

Plastingia naga (de Nicéville,
[1884]) (Hesperiidae) is a widely
distributed butterfly that occurs
from Assam (northeastern India)

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online)

ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)  east to  Myanmar, Malaysia,
Thailand, Laos, Indonesia, Borneo

OPEN ACCESS and Philippines (Evans 1932;
1949 &  http://yutaka.it-n.jp/

@ hes/92120001.html). This species

is “rare” in northeastern India

(Evans 1932) but it is moderately common in the
Malayan region. As per Butterflies of Singapore, it is
a moderately common butterfly in Singapore which
has been frequently sighted near the larval host plant
Fishtail Palm Caryota mitis.

Plastingia naga was first described by de Nicéville
(1884) as Hesperia naga from Sibsaghar (upper Assam),
when one female specimen of this species was collected,
which is preserved in the Indian Museum, Calcutta.
Later, it was also collected by Moore & Swinhoe from
the Khasi and Jaintia Hills, Meghalaya (Swinhoe 1912—
1913).

On 10 Oct 2014, at around 10:00hr, a solitary
individual of Plastingia naga was sighted in Panbari
Reserve Forest, central Assam (Fig. 1). The individual
was sitting on a leaf in the shadows at a height of about
1.5m from the ground. The habitat predominantly
comprised evergreen trees and shrubs. The authors
photographed the species (Image 1 a,b) after which it
took wing and did not return. Regular visits to the same
site yielded no further sightings of Plastingia naga.

Plastingia naga has a blackish-brown ground colour
with distinct pale white spots on the underside. Its
upper side is marked with obscure yellow spots, and
a small spot in cell may be present. The female is
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morphologically similar to the male. The wing span of
the species is 33—38 mm (Evans 1932).

Panbari Reserve Forest lies between Kaziranga
National Park and the foothills of West Karbi Hills in
central Assam. The reserve is bounded by National
Highway 37 on the north, a human settlement on the
east, and a tea garden and Karbi foot hills on the south-
west. The altitude of the area varies from 80—-360 m.
The butterflies of this area were well studied by Gogoi
(2013, 2015).

In 2013, Gogoi reported 137 species of the
Hesperiidae butterfly from Panbari Reserve Forest
and recorded three species of lLancers; Salanoemia
fuscicornis,  Pyroneura  margherita  margherita,
Pyroneura niasana burmana but did not report any
Plastingia naga (Gogoi 2013).

There are only a few recent records of Plastingia naga
from mainland India. In recent times it has been sighted
from the Siju Wildlife Sanctuary, South Garo Hills, on 22
May 2015 (Karmakar 2016). Karmakar reared Plastingia
naga from its larval stage. This species has also been
sighted from the Barail Range in September 2015

Editor: Sanjay Sondhi, Titli Trust, Dehradun, India.

Funding: None.

Conflict of Interest: The authors declare no competing interests.

his constant support.

DOI: http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/jott.1985.8.11.9382-9383 | ZooBank: urn:lsid:zoobank.org:pub:172C10E9-03D8-406A-AAE2-4419B777B5A5

Manuscript details: Ms # 1985 | Received 01 April 2016 | Final received 17 May 2016 | Finally accepted 02 September 2016

Citation: Das, G.N., A. Payra & B. Boruah (2016). A sighting of Plastingia naga (de Nicéville, [1884]) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae: Hesperiinae) from central Assam,
India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 8(11): 9382-9383; http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/jott.1985.8.11.9382-9383

Copyright: © Das et al. 2016. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License. JoTT allows unrestricted use of this article in any medium, reproduction
and distribution by providing adequate credit to the authors and the source of publication.

Acknowledgements: We would to like thank to Mr. Isaac kehimkar for his help in the preparing the manuscript and also like to thank to Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi for

Date of publication: 26 September 2016 (online & print)

9382


http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4722-3100�
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0858-7339
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8829-6069
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
http://zoobank.org/References/172C10E9-03D8-406A-AA82-4419B777B5A5
http://dx.doi.org/10.11609/jott.1985.8.11.9382-9383

Sighting of Plastingia naga in central Assam

Das et al.

© Gaurab Nandi Das

Karbi Hill

»

Figure 1. Location of Panbari Reserve Forest, central Assam.

(Monsoon Jyoti Gogoi pers. comm. 2015). This record
from Panbari shows the importance of these habitats
for rare species in the last remaining forest patches of
central Assam and the need to conserve these habitats.
Further, long term monitoring is necessary to reveal
the ecology and distribution of such butterfly species in
northeastern India.
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