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Pflasfingfia  naga (de  Nficévfiflfle, 

[1884])  (Hesperfifidae)  fis  a  wfidefly 

dfisftrfibufted  bufterfly  fthaft  occurs 

from  Assam  (norftheasftern  Indfia) 

easft  fto  Myanmar,  Maflaysfia, 

Thafifland,  Laos,  Indonesfia,  Borneo 

and  Phfiflfippfines  (Evans  1932; 

1949  &  hftp://yuftaka.fift-n.jp/

hes/92120001.hftmfl).    Thfis  specfies 

fis “rare”  fin  norftheasftern  Indfia 

(Evans  1932)  buft  fift  fis  moderaftefly  common  fin  fthe 

Maflayan  regfion.    As  per  Bufterflfies  of  Sfingapore,  fift  fis 

a  moderaftefly  common  bufterfly  fin  Sfingapore  whfich 

has  been  frequenftfly  sfighfted  near  fthe  flarvafl  hosft  pflanft 

Ffishftafifl Paflm Caryofta mfifis.

Pflasfingfia  naga was  firsft  descrfibed  by  de  Nficévfiflfle 

(1884) as Hesperfia naga from Sfibsaghar (upper Assam), 

when one femafle specfimen of fthfis specfies was coflflecfted, 

whfich  fis  preserved  fin  fthe  Indfian  Museum,  Caflcufta.  

Lafter, fift was aflso  coflflecfted by Moore & Swfinhoe  from 

fthe Khasfi and Jafinfia Hfiflfls, Meghaflaya (Swfinhoe 1912–

1913).

On  10  Ocft  2014,  aft  around  10:00hr,  a  soflfiftary 

findfivfiduafl  of Pflasfingfia  naga was  sfighfted  fin  Panbarfi 

Reserve  Foresft,  cenftrafl  Assam  (Ffig.  1).    The  findfivfiduafl 

was sfifing on a fleaf fin fthe shadows aft a hefighft of abouft 

1.5m  from  fthe  ground.    The  habfiftaft  predomfinanftfly 

comprfised  evergreen  ftrees  and  shrubs.    The  aufthors 

phoftographed  fthe  specfies  (Image  1  a,b)  after  whfich  fift 

ftook wfing and dfid noft refturn.  Reguflar vfisfifts fto fthe same 

sfifte yfieflded no furfther sfighfings of Pflasfingfia naga. 

Pflasfingfia naga has a bflackfish-brown ground coflour 

wfifth  dfisfincft  pafle  whfifte  spofts  on  fthe  undersfide.    Ifts 

upper  sfide  fis  marked  wfifth  obscure  yeflflow  spofts,  and 

a  smaflfl  spoft  fin  ceflfl  may  be  presenft.    The  femafle  fis 

morphoflogficaflfly sfimfiflar fto fthe mafle.  The wfing span of 

fthe specfies fis 33–38 mm (Evans 1932).

Panbarfi  Reserve  Foresft  flfies  beftween  Kazfiranga 

Nafionafl  Park  and  fthe  foofthfiflfls  of  Wesft  Karbfi  Hfiflfls  fin 

cenftrafl  Assam.    The  reserve  fis  bounded  by  Nafionafl 

Hfighway  37  on  fthe  norfth,  a  human  seftflemenft  on  fthe 

easft, and a ftea garden and Karbfi fooft hfiflfls on fthe soufth-

wesft.    The  aflfiftude  of  fthe  area  varfies  from  80–360  m.  

The bufterflfies of fthfis area were weflfl sftudfied by Gogofi 

(2013, 2015). 

In  2013,  Gogofi  reporfted  137  specfies  of  fthe 

Hesperfifidae  bufterfly  from  Panbarfi  Reserve  Foresft 

and  recorded  fthree  specfies  of  Lancers; Saflanoemfia 

fuscficornfis, Pyroneura  margherfifta  margherfifta, 

Pyroneura  nfiasana  burmana  buft  dfid  noft  reporft  any 

Pflasfingfia naga (Gogofi 2013). 

There are onfly a few recenft records of Pflasfingfia naga 

from mafinfland Indfia.  In recenft fimes fift has been sfighfted 

from fthe Sfiju Wfifldflfife Sancftuary, Soufth Garo Hfiflfls, on 22 

May 2015 (Karmakar 2016).  Karmakar reared Pflasfingfia 

naga  from  fifts  flarvafl  sftage.    Thfis  specfies  has  aflso  been 

sfighfted  from  fthe  Barafifl  Range  fin  Sepftember  2015 
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(Monsoon Jyofi Gogofi pers. comm. 2015).  Thfis record 

from  Panbarfi  shows  fthe  fimporftance  of  fthese  habfiftafts 

for rare specfies fin fthe flasft remafinfing foresft paftches of 

cenftrafl Assam and fthe need fto conserve fthese habfiftafts.  

Furfther,  flong  fterm  monfiftorfing  fis  necessary  fto  reveafl 

fthe ecoflogy and dfisftrfibufion of such bufterfly specfies fin 

norftheasftern Indfia.
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Image 1 (a & b). Undersfide of Pflasfingfia naga aft anarfi esere oresft cenftrafl Assam.
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figre . ocafion of anarfi esere oresft cenftrafl Assam.
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