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Whip-scorpions are recognized globally by 103 species
under 16 genera (Harvey 2002, 2003) and from the Indian
subcontinent by 19 species in six genera (Pocock 1900).
Uropygids are imposing, robust tropical predators with
enlarged raptorial pedipalps and a multi-segmented elongated
post-pygidium. Like schizomids, they possess anal glands that
they use to spray a chemical to deter predators (Eisner et al.
1961). Detailed systematic work on this neglected group was
carried out by Rowland & Cooke (1978) and Harvey (2002).

The Whip-scorpion Thelyphonus sepiaris (Butler 1873) is
being recorded for the first time from different localities in
Andhra Pradesh during the preparation of current Arachnid
faunal inventory. The present communication deals with the
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new and known distribution and a short
description for Thelyphonus sepiaris (Butler
1873).

Material examined: Three adult males
of the Whip-scorpion Thelyphonus sepiaris
(Butler 1873) were sighted and studied from three different
localities in Andhra Pradesh. An adult male Whip-scorpion
(Image 2) was captured on 9 May 2005, from the Damarla
Kunta (15°57'N & 78%48’E) Peddacheruvu,
Nagarjunasagar-Srisailam Tiger Reserve, Kurnool district,
Andhra Pradesh (Image 1) by KTR & SMMJ and preserved in
70% alcohol. The identified material has been deposited in
the Andhra Pradesh Forest Department’s Field Museum of
Ecological Research and Monitoring Laboratories, Sundipenta,
Kurnool District. Subsequently, a male specimen was sighted
by CS from Godavari River basin on 30 June 2006 near Tadwai
(Image 1), Eturnagaram Wildlife Sanctuary, Warangal District
and another male was sighted on 12 February 2007, near
Perantalapally Temple (17°27'N & 81°26’'E, 48.5m above msl)
(Image 1) by FT & SMMJ on the right bank of river Godavari
in the Papikonda Hills of northern Eastern Ghats, Khammam
District.

Both these specimens were found under decaying logs near
a water body. The later specimens sighted and studied were
not collected for the want of collection permits.
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Discription

Male (ERMLABS-ARAU-1): Colour blackish brown above
and on chelae, reddish brown below. Legs black with the tibiae
and tarsi deep red-brown. Carapace and terga are coarsely
rugose, with close-set punctures and granules. A smooth paler
median line is present on 2 and 3 and just traceable on posterior
terga. Distinct ocular keel or ridge extends along the margin
of the carapace between the median and lateral eyes of each
side (Image 3). First abdominal sternum is shining, sparsely
punctured and striate, granular marginally; the rest coarsely
rugose with deep median groove. Second segment have a
median tooth like spine (Image 8). Last segment of abdomen
(anal segment) is with two ommatoids, without a dark sclerotized
spot near the center (Image 7). Pedipalp/Chelae: maxillary
process of coxa internally shouldered with one strong and short
tooth (Image 5). Femur and tibia is granular below, polished
and punctured above. Trochanter is granular above, armed
below with 2 teeth and with 6 above (Image 4). Femur with
two small tubercles above and one below. Patella of male
consists of an unmodified apophysis (Image 6). Tibial
apophysis armed in front with 6 teeth and behind with about 3.
Hand thicker than tibia, its inner edge denticulate, granular
internally; movable finger with anguliform sub apical tooth.
Legs of 2", 38", and 4™ pairs possess tibial spine. Caudal
flagellum hairy and possess 33 segments.

Measurements (in mm) (ERMLABS-ARAU-1): Total body
length (excluding chelicerae and caudal flagellum) 85.00.
Carapace, median length 18.00, median width 8.50. Abdomen
length (including anal segments) 22.00, width 10.50. Pedipalps:
trochanter length 4.00, width 4.50; femur length 4.00, width
3.00; patella length 3.50, width 8.50; tibia length 5.50, width
4.00; tarsus claw length 4.00. Leg I: femur length 8.00, patella
length 5.00, tibia length 9.50, tarsus length 7.50. Leg II: femur
length 6.50, patella length 5.00, tibia length 8.50, tarsus
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Courtesy: Google Earth ; Image 3. Dorsal view of thorax-anterior region (arrow pointing
towards a ocular keel)
Image 1. Satellite image showing map (not to scale) depicting

three distribution sites of whip-scorpion Thelyphonus sepiaris
(Butler 1873) in the Eastern Ghats of Andhra Pradesh, India
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Image 5. Ventral view of pedipalp coxa showing maxillary
process with tooth.

Image 4. Dorsal view of left trochanter of pedipalp
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Image 6. Dorsal view of patella of right
pedipalp showing patellar apophysis

(including metatarsus) length 4.50. Leg III: femur length 8.50,
patella length 8.50, tibia length 5.50, (including metatarsus)
length 4.50. Leg IV: femur length 11.00, patella length 4.50,
tibia length 10.50, (including metatarsus) length 6.00. Caudal
flagellum length 87.00.

Habits and Habitats: All the specimens encountered were
found under either decaying logs or stones near humid places
full of leaf litter near perennial water source. Microhabitat
characteristics of all the places from where the species was
sighted were similar. The general habitat of these localities is
typical southern tropical dry deciduous and southern tropical
moist deciduous forest types intermingled with scrub.
Generally Whip-scorpions are found near damp places beneath
stones or pieces of wood, in the crannies of rocks or of termite
mounds or other crevices where shelter from light and protection
from the rays of the sun are obtained. Some of them are known
to excavate burrows for protection of their young. The female
carries the egg mass encased in a glutinous membrane attached
to the lower side of the abdomen (Pocock 1900).

Known Distribution: Madras (now Chennai), Tamil Nadu,
India; Jaffna and Trincomalee, Sri Lanka (Pocock 1900).

Status: Thelyphonus sepiaris (Butler 1873) is endemic to
Deccan in Oriental region. The present report extends its range
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Image 7. Lateral view of anal
segment showing ommatoid (O)
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Image 8. Ventral view of anterior abdomen
of male showing first sternum (A) and
tooth on second sternum (B).

further northern and inland in to the Eastern Ghats and
Godavari River basin in Andhra Pradesh, again in Deccan
plateau.

Remarks: On the basis of the known distribution, this is
the first ever record of this species from Andhra Pradesh, India.
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