o gomservation globally

ournal o ”'\";

70 11C007 DttR 02 CL R SR R T5 1T R2R2 62
g , 5
¢ W ENCEAER epjta;ga.org
e\

e

20 aeriayly 2028 /(,@wtiw@f‘gPriwt)

12 (1Y) é’iﬁggzzezz

o | o
Zyu tyeach Orgagifsation

Years

|
- Open ACCLSS T T

‘f.‘,-g‘“__.

4



Publisher

www.wild.zooreach.org

EDITORS

Founder & Chief Editor

Dr. Sanjay Molur

Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society & Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO),
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Assistant Editor
Dr. Chaithra Shree J., WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Managing Editor
Mr. B. Ravichandran, WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Associate Editors

Dr. Mandar Paingankar, Government Science College Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 442605, India
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, Wildlife Veterinarian, Eugene, Oregon, USA

Ms. Priyanka lyer, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India

Board of Editors
Dr. Russel Mittermeier
Executive Vice Chair, Conservation International, Arlington, Virginia 22202, USA

Prof. Mewa Singh Ph.D., FASc, FNA, FNASc, FNAPsy

Ramanna Fellow and Life-Long Distinguished Professor, Biopsychology Laboratory, and
Institute of Excellence, University of Mysore, Mysuru, Karnataka 570006, India; Honorary
Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore; and Adjunct
Professor, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore

Stephen D. Nash
Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Dept. of Anatomical Sciences, Health Sciences
Center, T-8, Room 045, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-8081, USA

Dr. Fred Pluthero
Toronto, Canada

Dr. Priya Davidar
Sigur Nature Trust, Chadapatti, Mavinhalla PO, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 643223, India

Dr. John Fellowes
Honorary Assistant Professor, The Kadoorie Institute, 8/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of
Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Prof. Dr. Mirco Solé

Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Departamento de Ciéncias Bioldgicas, Vice-coordenador
do Programa de Pds-Graduagdo em Zoologia, Rodovia Ilhéus/Itabuna, Km 16 (45662-000)
Salobrinho, llhéus - Bahia - Brasil

Dr. Rajeev Raghavan
Professor of Taxonomy, Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies, Kochi, Kerala, India

English Editors
Mrs. Mira Bhojwani, Pune, India
Dr. Fred Pluthero, Toronto, Canada

Copy Editors

Ms. Usha Madgunaki, Zooreach, Coimbatore, India
Ms. Trisa Bhattacharjee, Zooreach. Coimbatore, India
Ms. Paloma Noronha, Daman & Diu, India

Web Development
Mrs. Latha G. Ravikumar, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, India

Typesetting

Mrs. Radhika, Zooreach, Coimbatore, India
Mrs. Geetha, Zooreach, Coimbatore India

Cover: Golden-headed Lion Tamarin L ithecus chrysc

Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Host
Zoo Outreach Organization
www.zooreach.org

Srivari lllam, No. 61, Karthik Nagar, 10th Street, Saravanampatti, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India
Registered Office: 3A2 Varadarajulu Nagar, FCl Road, Ganapathy, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641006, India
Ph: +91 9385339863 | www.threatenedtaxa.org
Email: sanjay@threatenedtaxa.org

Fundraising/Communications
Mrs. Payal B. Molur, Coimbatore, India

Subject Editors 2021-2023

Fungi

Dr. B. Shivaraju, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India

Dr. R.K. Verma, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, India

Dr. Vatsavaya S. Raju, Kakatiay University, Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, India

Dr. M. Krishnappa, Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University, Shimoga, Karnataka, India

Dr. K.R. Sridhar, Mangalore University, Mangalagangotri, Mangalore, Karnataka, India
Dr. Gunjan Biswas, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal, India

Dr. Kiran Ramchandra Ranadive, Annasaheb Magar Mahavidyalaya, Maharashtra, India

Plants

Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India

Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Ret. Joint Director, BSI, Coimbatore, India

Dr. Shonil Bhagwat, Open University and University of Oxford, UK

Prof. D.J. Bhat, Retd. Professor, Goa University, Goa, India

Dr. Ferdinando Boero, Universita del Salento, Lecce, Italy

. Dale R. Calder, Royal Ontaro Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

Dr. Cleofas Cervancia, Univ. of Philippines Los Bafios College Laguna, Philippines

Dr. F.B. Vincent Florens, University of Mauritius, Mauritius

Dr. Merlin Franco, Curtin University, Malaysia

Dr. V. Irudayaraj, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India

Dr. B.S. Kholia, Botanical Survey of India, Gangtok, Sikkim, India

Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Department of Plant and Soil Science, Texas Tech University, Lubbock, Texas, USA.
Dr. V. Sampath Kumar, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, West Bengal, India

Dr. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India

Dr. Vijayasankar Raman, University of Mississippi, USA

Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantpur, India

Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India

Dr. Aparna Watve, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Dr. Qiang Liu, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Yunnan, China

Dr. Noor Azhar Mohamed Shazili, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
Dr. M.K. Vasudeva Rao, Shiv Ranjani Housing Society, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Prof. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India

Dr. Mandar Datar, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Dr. M.K. Janarthanam, Goa University, Goa, India

Dr. K. Karthigeyan, Botanical Survey of India, India

Dr. Errol Vela, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France

Dr. P. Lakshminarasimhan, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, India

Dr. Larry R. Noblick, Montgomery Botanical Center, Miami, USA

Dr. K. Haridasan, Pallavur, Palakkad District, Kerala, India

Dr. Analinda Manila-Fajard, University of the Philippines Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
Dr. P.A. Sinu, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, India

Dr. Afroz Alam, Banasthali Vidyapith (accredited A grade by NAAC), Rajasthan, India

Dr. K.P. Rajesh, Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College, GA College PO, Kozhikode, Kerala, India
Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge, MA 02138-2020, USA

Dr. Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India

Dr. A.G. Pandurangan, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala, India

Dr. Navendu Page, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India
Dr. Kannan C.S. Warrier, Institute of Forest Genetics and Tree Breeding, Tamil Nadu, India

o
= =

Invertebrates

Dr. R.K. Avasthi, Rohtak University, Haryana, India

Dr. D.B. Bastawade, Maharashtra, India

Dr. Partha Pratim Bhattacharjee, Tripura University, Suryamaninagar, India

Dr. Kailash Chandra, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India
Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, University of Pretoria, Queenswood, South Africa
Dr. Rory Dow, National Museum of natural History Naturalis, The Netherlands

Dr. Brian Fisher, California Academy of Sciences, USA

Dr. Richard Gallon, llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP

Dr. Hemant V. Ghate, Modern College, Pune, India

Dr. M. Monwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh

1
Watercolor and acrylics by P. Kritika. :
1


https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope

Jowrnal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 january 2026 | 12(1): 28255-28252

ISSN 0974-7#907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7#293 (Print)

https://dol.org/10.11609/jott 10187181 28255-28258

#10187 | Received 10 October 2025 | Final received 23 Novewber 2025 | Finally accepted 02 December 2025 -

OPEN
ACCESS

ENEEESEEESESEEEEEEESESEESEESSEEEESEEESESEESEEEEEEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEENEENEEEEEEENNENEEEEEE NOTE

Sighting of Sooty Gull Ichthyaetus hemprichii from the salt pans of
Nagapattinam Coast, Tamil Nadu, India

S. Babu!@®, Anand Shibu?@® & M. Kishore3®

1-353lim Ali Centre for Ornithology & Natural History (South India Centre of Wildlife Institute of India), Anaikatty, Coimbatore,
Tamil Nadu 641108, India.
tsanbabs@gmail.com (corresponding author), 2anandshibul2 @gmail.com, *kishoreak1999@gmail.com

As part of an ongoing project on coastal birds in Tamil
Nadu, we visited the coastal areas of Nagapattinam
District on 5 September 2025. During the survey, we
explored all potential natural (mudflats, mangroves, and
sandy beaches) and human-made habitats (aquaculture,
saltpans, and jetties) for shorebirds, gulls, and terns. At
approximately 1345 h, we surveyed the Akkaraipettai
(10.744° N & 79.828° E) salt pan near Kaduvaiyar River.
We located a large flock of gulls and terns within a
deceptively abandoned saltpan. On closer approach, we
observed species of waders, namely Common Redshank
Tringa totanus, Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia,
Black-winged Stilts Himantopus himantopus, and a few
unidentified calidrids, gulls (Lesser Black-backed Gulls
Larus fuscus in adult and immature plumage stages), and
terns (Gull-billed Tern Gelochelidon nilotica and Greater
Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii).

We began systematically counting the individuals
using a pair of binoculars (Nikon Monarch M5 8x42).
During the process, we spotted a lone, relatively small,
and distinctive dark gull (compared to the Lesser Black-

Editor: H. Byju, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu, India.

backed Gulls) with a bi-coloured bill. We took a series of
photographs using a Nikon P950 digital camera to identify
the bird; upon close examination, it was confirmed
as a Sooty Gull Ichthyaetus hemprichii (Image 1). Key
identifying morphological characters—a yellowish bill
with a red tip, blackish-brown hood, white collar on
the neck sides, dull yellowish legs, and a greyish upper
mantle—are all consistent with the description for Sooty
Gull (Burger et al. 2020). This maritime species is known
to occur in the Red Sea, the Gulf of Aden, the Persian
Gulf, the Gulf of Oman, Pakistan, Kenya, and occasionally
reported along the coastal areas of peninsular India
(Burger et al. 2020). It is known to breed in parts of the
Red Sea and Kenya (Kiunga Island).

Excluding our observation, a total of 23 sightings of
Sooty Gull have been reported from the Indian coast
(Table 1). The species was more often reported from the
west coast (20 out of 23 records) (Figure 1) than from the
eastern coast. Onthe western coast, all states, particularly
Kerala and Maharashtra, have well-documented their
occurrence. Along the eastern coast, it was recorded
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Table 1. Compilation of previously published records of the Sooty Gull in India, along with additional eBird records (NA—Not applicable).

Kerala

beach

. . Number of
Location Coordinate Date and.tlme of individuals & major Associated birds source
(N, E) observation N
habitat
Sundarbans delta, West 21.70, 88.85 24th January 2005 NA NA Sharma & Zockler
Bengal (2007)
Government Museum, h . .
Chennai, Tamil Nadu 13.033, 80.283 19 Century Single NA Kesavabharati (2014)
Puthalam Estuary, 8.133, 28t November Single bird on NA Sivakumar & Amirtha
Kanyakumari, Tamil Nadu 78.300 2016 saltpans Balan (2017)
Kothakulam Beach, Thrissur, 10.379, 76.099 260 February 2024 | Snglebirdonsandy | o eaded Gull Nidheesh (2024)
Kerala beach
Thiruvathra Beach, Thrissur, 10.586, 76.000 9 Number 2022 Single bird on sandy NA Dijumon (2022)

Edakkazhiyur Beach,
Thrissur, Kerala

10.608, 75.990

12" November
2022

Single bird on sandy
beach

Lesser Black-backed Gull

Sayeer et al., (2022)

Azhikkal Beach, Kannur,
Kerala

11.942, 75.296

16 December
2023

Single bird on sandy
beach

Slender-billed Gull, Black-
headed Gull, Brown-headed
Gull, Lesser Black-backed
Gull

Nayakkan (2023)

Matool Beach, Kannur,
Kerala

11.958, 75.286

17" December
2023

Single bird on sandy
beach

Slender-billed Gull, Black-
headed Gull, Brown-headed
Gull, Lesser Black-backed
Gull

Vinod et al., (2023)

Hoode - Kodi Bengare

Kannada, Karnataka

beach

Road - Delta Beach, Udupi, 13.433, 74.694 15% October 2014 Single NA Doraiswamy (2015)
Karnataka
Tonka Beach, Uttara 14.282, 74.425 6" February 2025 | “nglebirdonsandy o Black-backed Gull Sahana (2025)

Handigon Beach, Uttara
Kannada, Karnataka

14.390, 74.400

4t February 2025

Single bird on sandy
beach

Pallas's Gull, Brown-headed
Gull, Lesser Black-backed
Gull, Black-headed Gull,
Slender-billed Gull, Lesser
Crested Tern

Shwetha (2025)

Chapora Estuary, North

Gujarat

sand bar

Goa. Goa 15.600, 73.733 21 April 2005 Single bird at Estuary NA Lainer & Alvares (2013)
Morjim Beach, North Goa, 15.619, 73.731 5 November 2013 | /ngle bird on sandy NA Mark (2013)
Goa beach
Chapora river, North Goa, " A single bird flying at Karapurkar et.al.,
Goa 15.649,73.835 8" July 2020 the Chapora River NA (2020)
Near Prongs Lighthouse, s
Colaba Point, 18.883, 72.800 January 1875 Single bird at Estuary | NA Hume (1876); Aitken
. (1903); Prasad (2006)
Mumbai, Maharashtra
22" March 2009 . .
Coast of Mumbai 18.836, 18.853 & 9™ November Single bird & off the NA Macker (2013)
coast
2011
. A single bird flying
Bhandup, Mumbai 19.138, 72.947 25% January 2017 | near the Marsh and NA Sekar (2017)
Suburban, Maharashtra
saltpan.
Vasai saltpans, Palghar, 22" September . . .
Maharashtra 19.37547, 72.839 2015 Single bird at Saltpan NA Dalvi (2015)
Tukda Estuary, Porbandar, 21.536, 69.711 13t April 2025 single bird on Estuary |\, Alvani et al., (2025)

Tukda Estuary, Porbandar,
Guijarat

21.532, 69.709

3 May 2025

Single bird on Estuary
sand bar

Slender-billed Gull, Brown-
headed Gull, Pallas's Gull,
Lesser Black-backed Gull,
Caspian Tern Hydroprogne
caspia, Common

Tern Sterna hirundo,
Sandwich Tern Thalasseus
sandvicensis, Lesser
Crested Tern, Great Crested
Tern, Masked Booby Sula
dactylatra

Mansuri et al., (2025)

Mokarsagar Wetland,
Porbandar, Gujarat

21.578, 69.747

30" April 2025

Single bird on
Wetland

NA

Gharat & Sonalkar
(2025)

Porbandar-Veraval Highway,
Odedr Beach, Porbandar,
Gujarat

21.545, 69.694

1t May 2021

Single bird on sandy
beach

Lesser Black-backed Gull,
Great Crested Tern, Lesser
Crested Tern

Karia & Karia (2021)
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Image 1. Sooty Gull Ichthyaetus hemprichii recorded from the salt pans of Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu (red square). © S. Babu.

three times: once each off West Bengal, Chennai, and
Kanyakumari. It was most often documented alone amid
mixed flocks of other gulls (Lesser Black-backed Gulls,
Black-headed Gulls Chroicocephalus ridibundus, Brown-
headed Gulls Chroicocephalus brunnicephalus, Slender-
billed Gulls Chroicocephalus genei, and Pallas’s Gulls
Ichthyaetus ichthyaetus) and terns (Greater Crested Tern
Thalasseus bergii and Lesser Crested Terns Thalasseus
bengalensis). Most sightings occurred between
September and February, except for those in Gujarat,
which were in April and May. Based on this compilation
of observations, the species appears to be rare and
irregular along the east coast.
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Figure 1. The previous and present records of Sooty Gull Ichthyaetus hemprichii in India.
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