
10.11609/jott.2021.13.13.19887-20142
www.threatenedtaxa.org 

26 November 2021 (Online & Print)
Vol. 13 | No. 13 | Pages: 19887–20142

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online)
ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)Taxa

Journa l  o f

Threatened

Building evidence for conservation globally
Open Access



EDITORS

Founder & Chief Editor 
Dr. Sanjay Molur
Wildlife Information Liaison Development (WILD) Society & Zoo Outreach Organization (ZOO), 
12 Thiruvannamalai Nagar, Saravanampatti, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India

Deputy Chief Editor 
Dr. Neelesh Dahanukar
Noida, Uttar Pradesh, India

Managing Editor 
Mr. B. Ravichandran, WILD/ZOO, Coimbatore, India

Associate Editors 
Dr. Mandar Paingankar, Government Science College Gadchiroli, Maharashtra 442605, India 
Dr. Ulrike Streicher, Wildlife Veterinarian, Eugene, Oregon, USA
Ms. Priyanka Iyer, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India
Dr. B.A. Daniel, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India

Editorial Board 
Dr. Russel Mittermeier
Executive Vice Chair, Conservation International, Arlington, Virginia 22202, USA

Prof. Mewa Singh Ph.D., FASc, FNA, FNASc, FNAPsy
Ramanna Fellow and Life-Long Distinguished Professor, Biopsychology Laboratory, and 
Institute of Excellence, University of Mysore, Mysuru, Karnataka 570006, India; Honorary 
Professor, Jawaharlal Nehru Centre for Advanced Scientific Research, Bangalore; and Adjunct 
Professor, National Institute of Advanced Studies, Bangalore 

Stephen D. Nash
Scientific Illustrator, Conservation International, Dept. of Anatomical Sciences, Health Sciences 
Center, T-8, Room 045, Stony Brook University, Stony Brook, NY 11794-8081, USA

Dr. Fred Pluthero
Toronto, Canada

Dr. Priya Davidar 
Sigur Nature Trust, Chadapatti, Mavinhalla PO, Nilgiris, Tamil Nadu 643223, India

Dr. Martin Fisher
Senior Associate Professor, Battcock Centre for Experimental Astrophysics, Cavendish 
Laboratory, JJ Thomson Avenue, Cambridge CB3 0HE, UK

Dr. John Fellowes
Honorary Assistant Professor, The Kadoorie Institute, 8/F, T.T. Tsui Building, The University of 
Hong Kong, Pokfulam Road, Hong Kong

Prof. Dr. Mirco Solé
Universidade Estadual de Santa Cruz, Departamento de Ciências Biológicas, Vice-coordenador 
do Programa de Pós-Graduação em Zoologia, Rodovia Ilhéus/Itabuna, Km 16 (45662-000) 
Salobrinho, Ilhéus - Bahia - Brasil

Dr. Rajeev Raghavan
Professor of Taxonomy, Kerala University of Fisheries & Ocean Studies, Kochi, Kerala, India

English Editors 
Mrs. Mira Bhojwani, Pune, India 
Dr. Fred Pluthero, Toronto, Canada 
Mr. P. Ilangovan, Chennai, India

Web Development
Mrs. Latha G. Ravikumar, ZOO/WILD, Coimbatore, India

Typesetting
Mr. Arul Jagadish, ZOO, Coimbatore, India
Mrs. Radhika, ZOO, Coimbatore, India
Mrs. Geetha, ZOO, Coimbatore India

Fundraising/Communications
Mrs. Payal B. Molur, Coimbatore, India

Subject Editors 2018–2020 

Fungi 

Dr. B. Shivaraju, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India 
Dr. R.K. Verma, Tropical Forest Research Institute, Jabalpur, India
Dr. Vatsavaya S. Raju, Kakatiay University, Warangal, Andhra Pradesh, India 
Dr. M. Krishnappa, Jnana Sahyadri, Kuvempu University, Shimoga, Karnataka, India
Dr. K.R. Sridhar, Mangalore University, Mangalagangotri, Mangalore, Karnataka, India
Dr. Gunjan Biswas, Vidyasagar University, Midnapore, West Bengal, India

Plants 

Dr. G.P. Sinha, Botanical Survey of India, Allahabad, India
Dr. N.P. Balakrishnan, Ret. Joint Director, BSI, Coimbatore, India 
Dr. Shonil Bhagwat, Open University and University of Oxford, UK 
Prof. D.J. Bhat, Retd. Professor, Goa University, Goa, India 
Dr. Ferdinando Boero, Università del Salento, Lecce, Italy 
Dr. Dale R. Calder, Royal Ontaro Museum, Toronto, Ontario, Canada 
Dr. Cleofas Cervancia, Univ. of Philippines Los Baños College Laguna, Philippines 
Dr. F.B. Vincent Florens, University of Mauritius, Mauritius 
Dr. Merlin Franco, Curtin University, Malaysia 
Dr. V. Irudayaraj, St. Xavier’s College, Palayamkottai, Tamil Nadu, India 
Dr. B.S. Kholia, Botanical Survey of India, Gangtok, Sikkim, India 
Dr. Pankaj Kumar, Kadoorie Farm and Botanic Garden Corporation, Hong Kong S.A.R., China
Dr. V. Sampath Kumar, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, West Bengal, India 
Dr. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India 
Dr. Vijayasankar Raman, University of Mississippi, USA
Dr. B. Ravi Prasad Rao, Sri Krishnadevaraya University, Anantpur, India 
Dr. K. Ravikumar, FRLHT, Bengaluru, Karnataka, India
Dr. Aparna Watve, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Qiang Liu, Xishuangbanna Tropical Botanical Garden, Yunnan, China
Dr. Noor Azhar Mohamed Shazili, Universiti Malaysia Terengganu, Kuala Terengganu, Malaysia
Dr. M.K. Vasudeva Rao, Shiv Ranjani Housing Society, Pune, Maharashtra, India 
Prof. A.J. Solomon Raju, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India
Dr. Mandar Datar, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. M.K. Janarthanam, Goa University, Goa, India
Dr. K. Karthigeyan, Botanical Survey of India, India
Dr. Errol Vela, University of Montpellier, Montpellier, France
Dr. P. Lakshminarasimhan, Botanical Survey of India, Howrah, India
Dr. Larry R. Noblick, Montgomery Botanical Center, Miami, USA
Dr. K. Haridasan, Pallavur, Palakkad District, Kerala, India
Dr. Analinda Manila-Fajard, University of the Philippines Los Banos, Laguna, Philippines
Dr. P.A. Sinu, Central University of Kerala, Kasaragod, Kerala, India
Dr. Afroz Alam, Banasthali Vidyapith (accredited A grade by NAAC), Rajasthan, India
Dr. K.P. Rajesh, Zamorin’s Guruvayurappan College, GA College PO, Kozhikode, Kerala, India
Dr. David E. Boufford, Harvard University Herbaria, Cambridge, MA 02138-2020, USA
Dr. Ritesh Kumar Choudhary, Agharkar Research Institute, Pune, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Navendu Page, Wildlife Institute of India, Chandrabani, Dehradun, Uttarakhand, India

Invertebrates 

Dr. R.K. Avasthi, Rohtak University, Haryana, India 
Dr. D.B. Bastawade, Maharashtra, India
Dr. Partha Pratim Bhattacharjee, Tripura University, Suryamaninagar, India 
Dr. Kailash Chandra, Zoological Survey of India, Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh, India 
Dr. Ansie Dippenaar-Schoeman, University of Pretoria, Queenswood, South Africa
Dr. Rory Dow, National Museum of natural History Naturalis, The Netherlands 
Dr. Brian Fisher, California Academy of Sciences, USA
Dr. Richard Gallon, llandudno, North Wales, LL30 1UP
Dr. Hemant V. Ghate, Modern College, Pune, India 
Dr. M. Monwar Hossain, Jahangirnagar University, Dhaka, Bangladesh
Mr. Jatishwor Singh Irungbam, Biology Centre CAS, Branišovská, Czech Republic. 
Dr. Ian J. Kitching, Natural History Museum, Cromwell Road, UK 
Dr. George Mathew, Kerala Forest Research Institute, Peechi, India 

ISSN 0974-7907 (Online); ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)

Publisher 	  Host 
Wildlife Information Liaison Development Society 	 Zoo Outreach Organization
www.wild.zooreach.org 	 www.zooreach.org

No. 12, Thiruvannamalai Nagar, Saravanampatti - Kalapatti Road, Saravanampatti, 
Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu 641035, India

Ph: +91 9385339863 | www.threatenedtaxa.org
Email: sanjay@threatenedtaxa.org

continued on the back inside cover

Caption: Lowland Tapir Tapirus terrestris (Medium—watercolours on watercolour paper) © Aakanksha Komanduri.

For Focus, Scope, Aims, and Policies, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope
For Article Submission Guidelines, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions
For Policies against Scientific Misconduct, visit https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various

https://www.threatenedtaxa.org
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/aims_scope
https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/about/submissions

https://threatenedtaxa.org/index.php/JoTT/policies_various


20130

Editor: Anonymity requested.	 Date of publication: 26 November 2021 (online & print)

Citation: Asima, A., J.T.D. Caleb, D.A. Prajapati & G. Praad (2021). New distribution data on the genus Maripanthus Maddison, 2020 (Araneae: Salticidae) from 
southern India. Journal of Threatened Taxa 13(13): 20130–20132. https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7642.13.13.20130-20132

Copyright: © Asima et al. 2021. Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International License.  JoTT allows unrestricted use, reproduction, and distribution of this article 
in any medium by providing adequate credit to the author(s) and the source of publication.

Funding: CSIR, New Delhi.

Competing interests: The authors declare no competing interests.

Acknowledgements: We are thankful to the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR), New Delhi for providing funding support as junior research 
fellowship to the first author. Thanks to the chief wildlife warden of Kerala for issuing the collecting permit (KFDHQ-2846/2020-CWW/WL10) and the wildlife 
warden and field watchers of Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary. Merin Elizabeth George, Muhammad Suhail N.H., and Rahul Krishna are thanked for their kind 
assistance during field collection. We are grateful to the anonymous reviewers and editor for their suggestions and constructive comments on the manuscript.

New distribution data on the genus Maripanthus Maddison, 2020 
(Araneae: Salticidae) from southern India

A. Asima 1       , John T.D. Caleb 2       , Dhruv A. Prajapati 3         & G. Prasad 4

1,4 Department of Zoology, University of Kerala, Kariavatom, Thiruvananthapuram, Kerala 695581, India.
2 Division of Biodiversity, Entomology Research Institute, Loyola College (Autonomous), Chennai 600034, Tamil Nadu, India.

3 GEER Foundation, Indroda Nature Park, Gandhinagar, Gujarat 382007, India.
1 asimaashrafkh15@gmail.com, 2caleb87woodgate@gmail.com, 3dhruvspidy215@gmail.com 

4 probios1@gmail.com (corresponding author)

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 November 2021 | 13(13): 20130–20132
ISSN 0974-7907 (Online) | ISSN 0974-7893 (Print)  

#7642 | Received 02 September 2021 | Final received 13 October 2021 | Finally accepted 07 November 2021

https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7642.13.13.20130-20132

 
OPEN ACCESS

Jumping spiders belonging to the tribe Baviini 
Simon, 1901 are confined to the Asian tropics.  They are 
arboreal and are characterized by their elongate bodies 
(Maddison 2015; Maddison et al. 2020).  The tribe 
Baviini in India is represented by four genera (Indopadilla 
Caleb & Sankaran, 2019; Maripanthus Maddison, 2020; 
Padillothorax Simon, 1901; Piranthus Thorell, 1895) and 
eight species (Maddison et al. 2020; Caleb et al. 2021, 
World Spider Catalog 2021).  The genus Maripanthus 
was recently established by Maddison (Maddison et al. 
2020) with six species from the Oriental region, of which 
two species Maripanthus gloria Caleb, 2021 and M. 
jubatus Maddison, 2020 are known from India (Caleb & 
Sankaran 2021; World Spider Catalog 2021).  The present 
paper deals with the additional distributional records of 
M. gloria and M. jubatus from southern India.

Materials and Methods: Specimens were hand 
collected and preserved in 70% alcohol.  They were 
later examined and photographed by the Leica S8APO 
stereomicroscope.  All images were then processed with 
the aid of Leica version 4.2 software.  The female epigyne 

was dissected, cleared in 10% KOH and mounted on a 
temporary slide and observed under an Olympus CX31 
compound microscope.  Male left palp was removed and 
photographed. The studied specimens are deposited in 
the reference section of museum of the Department 
of Zoology, University of Kerala, Kariavattom, India 
(KUDZEN) and GEER Foundation, Indroda Nature Park, 
Gandhinagar, Gujarat, India (GEER). 

Species account
Maripanthus Maddison, 2020

Type species: Maripanthus draconis Maddison, 2020
Comments: Currently the distribution of the genus 

in India seems to be restricted to the southwestern 
part. Upon systematic sampling more species may be 
expected. 

Maripanthus gloria Caleb, 2021
Images 1–2, 4–7

Maripanthus gloria Caleb, in Caleb, Francis & Bhat, 
2021: 201, figs. 1-20

NOTE

mailto:probios1@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7642.13.13.20130-20132
https://doi.org/10.11609/jott.7642.13.13.20130-20132
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-3110-262X
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9471-9467
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-4500-9434
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1104-0617


New distributional data on the genus Maripanthus	 Asima et al.

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | 26 November 2021 | 13(13): 20130–20132 20131

J TT

Images 1–3. General habitus of Maripanthus species: 1—M. gloria male, dorsal view (KUDZEN2021.I.04a) | 2—M. gloria, female, dorsal view 
(KUDZEN2021.I.04b) | 3—M. jubatus female, dorsal view (GEER98315A). Scale bars: 2mm (1–3).  © 1,2—A. Asima; 3—Dhruv Prajapati.

Images 4–9. Copulatory organs of Maripanthus species: 4—M. gloria male left palp, ventral view (KUDZEN2021.I.04a) | 5—same, retrolateral 
view | 6—female epigyne, ventral view (KUDZEN2021.I.04b) | 7—same, dorsal view | 8—M. jubatus (GEER98315A) female epigyne, ventral 
view | 9—same, dorsal view.  Scale bars: 0.2mm (7), 0.4mm (6), 0.5mm (4, 5, 8, 9). © 4–7—A. Asima); 8– 9—D. Prajapati.
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Material examined: 1 male (KUDZEN2021.I.04a) 
& 1 female (KUDZEN2021.I.04b) India, Kerala, 
Kulathoopuzha, Kattilappara (Myristica swamp) 
(8.9150N, 77.1020E, 149.96 m), 29.vi.2021, coll. A. 
Asima; 1 female (GEER98315B), India, Karnataka, Uttar 
Kannada, Sirsi (14.6280N, 74.8300E, 588 m), 21.vii.2015, 
coll. Prajapati D.A.

Diagnosis: Males of M. gloria are similar to those of 
M. draconis Maddison, 2020 but can be distinguished 
with palp having a relatively short embolus and the RTA 
with a broad base (Images 4, 5). Females are similar 
to those of M. jubatus, but can be distinguished in 
having short, simple copulatory ducts and globular 
spermathecae (Image 7).

Distribution: Karnataka (Caleb et al. 2021; present 
study) and Kerala (new record) (Image 10).

Maripanthus jubatus Maddison, 2020
Images 3, 8–9 

Maripanthus jubatus Maddison, in Maddison et al., 
2020: 76, figs. 11, 204–214

Material examined: 1 female (GEER98315A), India, 
Karnataka, Uttar Kannada, 16.vii.2015, Sirsi (14.6110N, 

Image 10. Distribution records of Maripanthus species from India. Red circle indicates type locality of M. gloria and white circles indicate new 
records. Red square indicates type locality of M. jubatus, green squares indicate other records and yellow square indicates new record.

74.8330E, 588 m), coll. Prashanthakumara, S.M.
Diagnosis: Females of M. jubatus are similar to that 

of M. draconis, but can be differentiated with ECP split 
into a pocket on each side (Images 8, 9).

Distribution: India: Karnataka (Maddison et al. 2020; 
present study) (Image 10).
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