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Abstract: The genus Thrigmopoeus is endemic to the Western Ghats of India, and is so far
represented by two species: Thrigmopoeus truculentus Pocock, 1899 and T. insignis Pocock,
1899.  The distribution of T. truculentus was considered to be restricted to its type locality until a
few populations were identified in other places.  In this paper we provide detail morphometry and
characters used in modern-day taxonomy to redescribe the female of T. truculentus, with additional
notes on its distribution, range extension, burrow and habitat.

Keywords: Mygalomorph, range extension, redescription, taxonomy, Theraphosidae,
Thrigmopoeus truculentus

Abbreviations: AME - Anterior Median Eye; d - dorsal; fe - femur; PME - Posterior median eye;
ALE - Anterior lateral eye; me - metatarsus; MOQ - Median ocular quadrate; p - prolateral; pa -
patella; PLE - Posterior lateral eye; PLS - Posterior lateral spinnerets; PMS - Posterior median
spinnerets; r - retrolateral; ta - tarsus; ti - tibia; v - ventral; WILD - Wildlife Information Liaison
Development Society.
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Image 1. Thrigmopoeus truculentus from Coorg.  Scale 10.0mm
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Image 4. Eyes.  Scale 1.0mm

Image 7. Cuspules on maxillae.  Scale
1.0mm

Image 8. Maxillae, retrolateral face.
Scale 5.0mm

Image 6. Labium and Maxillae.  Scale
5.0mm

Image 9. Maxillary lyra, prolateral face.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 2. Cephalothorax.  Scale 1.0mm

Image 3. Spinules on cephalothorax.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 5. Sternum, coxa, maxillae,
labium.  Scale 10.0mm

Image 10. Chelicerae, prolateral face.
Scale 1.0mm

©  Images 2-21 by Manju Siliwal
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Figure 1. Cephalothorax and
abdomen. Scale 10.0mm

Figure 7. Chelicerae, retrolateral face.
Inset, Chelicerae lyra setae. Scale 1.0mm

Figure 3. Maxilla, ventral view. Scale 1.0mm

Figure 8. Sternum. Scale 10.0mm

Figure 2. Eyes.  Scale 1.0mm

Figure 5. Labium.
Scale 1.0mm

Figure 4. Maxillary lyra. Scale 1.0mm

Figure 10. Spermathecae. Scale 1.0mm

Figure 9. Spinnerets. Scale
1.0mm

Figure 6. Chelicerae, prolateral
face. Scale 1.0mm
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Leg parts I II III IV Palp

137 139 137 139 137 139 137 139 137 139
Femur 11.58 13.54 9.74 10.3 9.02 9.20 10.76 11.90 8.94 9.72
Patella 7.12 7.68 6.02 6.86 5.42 5.92 6.42 6.56 5.00 5.94
Tibia 9.00 11.00 8.96 9.00 5.84 6.64 9.3 10.4 6.76 6.98
Metatarsus 7.98 8.78 6.52 7.74 6.18 7.00 9.44 10.24 - -
Tarsus 6.48 7.32 5.3 6.48 4.8 5.38 5.1 6.12 7.0 7.40
Total 42.16 48.32 36.54 40.38 31.26 34.14 41.02 45.22 27.7 30.04
Midwidth
Femur 2.4 3.10 2.22 2.70 2.7 2.80 2.4 2.78 2.38 2.22
Tibia 2.3 2.62 2.0 2.34 2.2 2.34 2.0 2.16 2.72 2.58

Table 1. Morphometry of legs and palp of Thrigmopoeus truculentus Pocock, 1899, WILD-06-ARA-137 (137), WILD-06-ARA-
139 (139) (measurements in mm):
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Image 13. Chelicerae lyra. Scale 1.0mm

Image 14. Trichobothria on Tarsus III.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 15. Tarsus IV, Cracked tarsi.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 16. Claw I. Scale 1.0mm

Image 17. Inferior claw on Tarsus IV.
Scale 1

Image 18. Claw IV. Scale 1.0mm

Image 19. Spinnerets. Scale 1.0mm

Image 20. Spermetheca of WILD-137.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 21. Spermetheca of WILD-139.
Scale 1.0mm

Image 11. Chelicerae teeth. Scale
1.0mm Image 12. Chelicerae, retrolateral face.

Scale 1.0mm

Image 22. Typical burrow-stance of
Thrigmopoeus truculentus

Sanjay Molur
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Image 23. Thrigmopoeus truculentus
from Amboli, Maharashtra

Image 24. Habitat of Thrigmopoeus
truculentus - below large tree on the
mud bund

Image 25. Habitat of Thrigmopoeus
truculentus - Road side mud-bunds
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Image 26.  Distribution of Thrigmopoeus truculentus Pocock, 1899 in the Western Ghats. Locations indicated are confirmed
sightings. The polygon is drawn according to habitat characteristics of observed localities.  Courtesy Google Earth.

http://www.zoosprint.org/ZooPrintJournal/2004/October/1657-1662.pdf


Karwar Large Burrowing Spider M. Siliwal & S. Molur

Journal of Threatened Taxa | www.threatenedtaxa.org | June 2009 | 1(6): 331-339

��������	�� �	����� �1������>���������	���"&������ ����� �������� �!�� ">� �C�2#�CC�&

����"�2("��(�2	�	4���9�7(5(����	��� � !!#$(��������	�
�� ������
����&� ��>� �:3B��  !&� �:3B�7��

6	��� �� ������������ )��	��&�A���	��� �  !&�&�P$$$&	������
	��&���Q&�5�$�
������ ��� ��� N���

�  !&

:��
�	%�"� ;(�(� � !!.$(� ���� $��
�� �	���� ����
��'� +���	��� !&�&� 1���	����������� ��� B�����


<	�����'� ��
	��� ��� ���>%%��������&����&���%������
���%�	����%����
��%	���8&���


���������� ��� ��������� �  !"&

:%%�"� 3(�(� ��#..$(�5	�������� �� � ����� ��$� ���	���1�����	��&� ������� ��  ��
 �������������

������� ����
��� ��>� 2**#2��&

3�<��"� 3(=(� � !!+$(� 1� ��$� �������
�� ���	��� ����� ���������1�����
	�� �1������'���������	���"&

����� ��  *>� ��O�,&

2
����"� )(� ��.!,$(� 1+	��
��		���� ����1��	���� ����/�
&�B�����
	�����	������ 	�� )��������&� ����
���

!
�������"�#$������ C�>� �#�  &

339

Author Details: MANJU SILIWAL is a research
associate at Wildl i fe Information Liaison
Development Society, Coimbatore, currently working
as an arachnologist. She has been working on ecology
and taxonomy of mygalomorph spiders of India.
She is in the process of describing new species of
spiders including trapdoor spiders and tarantulas.
SANJAY MOLUR is the founder secretary of WILD and
executive director of ZOO. He is currently involved
in studies on rodents and bats in Coorg. He is also
involved in trade and ecological studies of
mygalomorph spiders in India since 2000.

Author contribution: MS carried out surveys in
Uttara Kannada and Coorg districts for tarantula
spiders and SM carried out monitoring of tarantulas
in Coorg. Identification and description of the species
in this paper is done by MS with help from SM. The
paper is written by both MS and SM.


