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Zinaspa todara and Arhopala rama are two lycaenid 
butterflies found in the Indian subcontinent.  Z. todara 
is known from India (Western Ghats [Goa southwards], 
Sikkim eastwards, Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur, 
Nagaland), Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, Thailand, Laos 
and Vietnam (Kehimkar 2008; Gogoi 2012; Inayoshi 
2016).  The butterfly is represented by three subspecies; 
(i) Z. todara todara (Goa, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, 
Karnataka and Kerala of India) (Mathew 1994; Varshney 
& Smetacek 2015; IFB 2016), (ii) Z. todara distorta 
(Sikkim, Assam, Meghalaya, Tripura of India) (Varshney & 

Abstract: Zinaspa todara distorta de Nicéville, 1887 and Arhopala 
rama ramosa Evans, 1925 were recorded during the field survey from 
March 2016 to August 2016.  A total of four individuals were recorded 
in the Adampur Forest and Satchari National Park of Sylhet Division 
in northeastern Bangladesh.  These are the first records of these 
subspecies from Bangladesh.

Keywords: Adampur Forest, Arhopala rama ramosa, Satchari National 
Park, Zinaspa todara distorta.

Smetacek 2015; IFB 2016; Sondhi & Kunte 2016) and (iii) 
Z. todara karennia (Karen Hills to Dawnas in Myanmar, 
Malaysia, Laos, Vietnam and Thailand) (Pinratana 1981; 
Inayoshi 2016).

The butterfly Arhopala rama is distributed in India 
(Jammu & Kashmir to Sikkim), Nepal, Pakistan and 
Bhutan (Kehimkar 2008).  It has also been reported 
from Myanmar, Thailand, Laos and Vietnam (Inoyashi 
2016).  The butterfly is represented by two subspecies; 
(i) A. rama rama (Pakistan, India [Jammu & Kashmir 
to Sikkim], Nepal, Bhutan) (Evans 1927; Evans 1957; 
Varshney & Smetacek 2015) and (ii) A. rama ramosa 
(India [Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur], Myanmar, 
Thailand, Laos and Vietnam) (Evans 1927; Singh 2015; 
Varshney & Smetacek 2015; Inoyashi 2016).

In the present paper, we report the presence of 
Zinaspa todara distorta (Silver Streaked Acacia Blue) and 
Arhopala rama ramosa (Dark Himalayan Oakblue) in 
Bangladesh from Adampur Forest and Satchari National 
Park.
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Matterfials and Metthods

Sttudy area: Adampur Forestt: Thfis fforestt belongfing tto 

Rajkandfi Reserve Forestt (Image 1) fis sfittuatted fin Kamalganj 

Upazfila off Moulvfibazar Dfisttrfictt under tthe admfinfisttrafive 

dfivfisfion  off  Sylhett.    Itt  fis  approxfimattely  80km  ffrom 

Srfimangal  Town.    The  fforestt  covers  an  area  off  100km2 

(approxfimattely)  and  fis  dfivfided  fintto  Adampur  beatt, 

Khurma beatt and Kamarchara beatt.  The promfinentt plantt 

specfies  off  tthe  fforestt  are Dfiptterocarpus  sp., Alangfium 

agallocha, Arttocarpus chaplasha, Antthocephalus 

chfinensfis, Tecttona grandfis, Lagersttroemfia  parvfilora, 

Ardfisfia solanacea, Hfibfiscus macrophylus, Anfides 

maghasembfilla, Syzygfium grandfis, Fficus relfigfiosa, 

Fficus benghalensfis, Fficus glaberrfima,  varfious  specfies 

off Bambusa, Coccfinea cordfiffolfia, Eupattorfium odorattum 

and Helfiottropfium findficum, ettc., (Muzaffar ett al. 2010).

Sattcharfi  Nafional  Park:  Itt  fis  sfittuatted  fin  tthe 

norttheasttern partt off Bangladesh fin Sylhett Dfivfisfion (Image 

1).  The park comprfises 2.43km2 off fforestt carved outt off 

tthe  Raghunandan  Hfills  Reserve  Forestt  fin  tthe  Sattcharfi 

Range,  sfittuatted  nearly  130km  norttheastt  off  Dhaka.  

Admfinfisttrafively,  tthe  park  fis  locatted  fin  Chunarughatt 

Upazfila,  an  admfinfisttrafive  subdfisttrfictt  off  Habfiganj 

Dfisttrfictt.  Indfia borders tthe park tto tthe soutth and otther 

adjacentt  lands  are  under  ttea  esttattes,  rubber  and  agar 

(Aqufilarfia  sp.)  planttafions  and  paddy  fields.    The  area 

was prevfiously classfified as mfixed evergreen fforestt, butt 

tthe large-scale conversfion off findfigenous fforestt cover tto 

planttafions has resultted fin tthe reducfion fin area under 

nattural  fforestt  and  secondary  fforestt  (Choudhury  ett  al. 

2004).

Metthods

Butterlfies  were  sampled  by  vfisual  esfimafion  and 

surveys  underttaken  opporttunfisfically,  employfing  no 

parficular metthods (Chowdhury 2014; Sfingh & Kfittchfing 

2014).  The sttudy was sttartted fin May 2014 and confinued 

unfil Augustt 2016.  Durfing tthe sttudy perfiod, we surveyed 

tthe butterlfies off five prottectted areas (Rajkandfi Reserve 

Forestt,  Lawachara  Nafional  Park,  Madhabkunda  Eco 

Park, Sattcharfi Nafional Park and Rema-kalenga Wfildlfiffe 

Sancttuary)  off  Sylhett  Dfivfisfion.    As  partt  off  tthfis  survey 

Zfinaspa ttodara dfisttortta and Arhopala rama ramosa were 

recorded  fin  tthe  Adampur  Forestt  off  Rajkandfi  Reserve 

Forestt  and  Sattcharfi  Nafional  Park  respecfively.  Specfies 

fidenfificafions  were  done  ffollowfing  avafilable  lfitteratture 

(Evans 1927; Evans 1932; Wyntter-Blytth 1957; Kehfimkar 

2008).  Specfimens were only phottographed. Due tto lack 

off permfissfion specfimens were nott preserved.

Resultt and Dfiscussfion

Sfilver Sttreaked Acacfia Blue Zfinaspa ttodara dfisttortta 

(Images 2–3): One findfivfidual off Zfinaspa ttodara dfisttortta 

was  recorded  fin  Adampur  Forestt  (24.26280278 N  & 

91.91277778 E)  on  06  March  2016  att  an  elevafion  off 

93m and anotther findfivfidual was recorded on 27 Augustt 

2016 att 12:00hr att Sattcharfi Nafional Park (24.14528333 

N  &  91.43944444 E)  att  an  elevafion  off  36.6m.    Botth 

findfivfiduals  were  resfing  on  leaves  att  a  hefightt  off  1.5m 

ffrom tthe ground.

Accordfing tto Evans (1927) and Kehfimkar (2008) tthe 

morphologfical charactterfisfics off Zfinaspa ttodara are:

Under  sfide  off  ffore  wfing:  Pale  brown,  glossed  wfitth 

wfine color.  Wavy sfilvery dfiscal lfine presentt.  Costtal and 

Image 1. Yellow cfircle showfing tthe spott off recorded specfies fin Sattcharfi Nafional Park and Adampur fforestt, Sylhett Dfivfisfion, Bangladesh.
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cell spotts absentt. Pale mettallfic blue lfine presentts, whfich 

fis 1–4mm wfide att apex, a black spott att end off cell.  Below 

darker and markfings ratther dfifferenttly arranged, befing a 

cross bettween no. 4 and no. 1.  Dfiscal lfine oblfiquely bentt 

ffrom v3 tto costta.

Under sfide off hfind wfing: Tafiled att vefin 2.  Irregular 

sfilvery lfine att base, anotther passfing tthrough tthe end off 

tthe cell, and a tthfird fin outter dfiscal area.  Centtral lfine as 

fin no. 1 and postt-dfiscal lfine obsure as fin no.1

The  above  descrfibed  morphologfical  charactterfisfics 

off Zfinaspa ttodara  complettely  mattch  wfitth  our 

phottographed specfimens so tthere fis no doubtt aboutt tthe 

fidenfificafion  off  tthe  genus  and  specfies.  However,  tthe 

dfisttrfibufion  record  off  tthe  subspecfies Z. tt. dfisttortta  was 

close tto our sttudy area, so fitt should be Z. tt. dfisttortta and 

nott Z. tt. ttodara.

Habfitt  and  Habfittatt: Zfinaspa ttodara  was  seen  fin  tthe 

Hfimalayas up tto 400m fin March, and May tto Septtember 

fin soutthern Indfia.  The recorded larval hostt plantts off tthfis 

specfies  were Acacfia pennatta, Acacfia ttortta  and Acacfia 

suma  off  Famfily  Mfimosaceae  (Kehfimkar  2008).    Adultts 

are  attractted  tto  sweatt-lfined  clotthes  (Sondhfi  &  Kuntte 

2016).

The sttattus off tthe specfies was uncommon as notted by 

Evans (1932).  Kehfimkar (2008), however, reportted tthe 

specfies tto be common.  Tyttler (1915) also reportted tthe 

specfies was common att low elevafions fin Manfipur.

Dark  Hfimalayan  Oakblue  Arhopala  rama  ramosa 

(Image  4): Two  findfivfiduals  off Arhopala rama ramosa 

were  observed  fin  tthe  Adampur  Forestt  (24.26816389  

N  &  91.90555556 E)  on  14  Aprfil  2016  att  14:30hr    att 

an elevafion off 72m.  Botth were resfing on leaves att a 

hefightt off 1.0m above ground level.

Accordfing tto tthe descrfipfion off Sfingh (2015) Arhopala 

rama  can  be  easfily  dfisfingufished  ffrom  otther  sfimfilar 

specfies lfike Arhopala atthada and Arhopala attrax by tthe 

presence off a ttafil on tthe hfind wfing and nott conspficuously 

lobed att ttornus.  The specfies fis purple brown below. 

The  dfisfingufishfing  charactterfisfics  off  tthe  ttwo 

subspecfies, rama and ramosa are as ffollows:

Arhopala rama ramosa  Kollar,  1848  has  undersfide 

markfings  dull  and  ffafintt.  Upper  sfide,  fin  male:  dull  and 

ffafintt lfine 1 and halff tto 2mm wfide.  Female dull and ffafintt 

lfine  4–7  mm  wfide  and  on  hfind  wfing  blue  colour  justt 

beffore tthe end off tthe cell (Evans 1932, 1957).

Arhopala rama ramosa  Evans,  1925  has  undersfide 

markfings  darker  and  better  defined.  Upper  sfide  male 

dull and ffafintt lfine 1mm on fforewfing and on hfind wfing 

justt under 1mm.  Female purple colour exttends beyond 

cell. Itt fis darker below and more purple washed (Evans 

1932, 1957). 

Accordfing  tto  tthe  fidenfiffyfing  charactterfisfics  our 

recorded specfies was Arhopala rama ramosa. 

Habfitt and Habfittatt: Smettacek (2011) reportted A. rama, 

whfich fis on tthe wfing tthroughoutt tthe year and appears 

tto  have  a  brood  durfing  tthe  wfintter  montths  att  1500m 

elevafion  fin  Maheshkhan  Reserve  Forestt,  Uttarakhand.  

Itt has been bred on Quercus leucottrfichophora (Oak) fin 

nefighbourfing  Garhwal  (Wyntter-Blytth  1957)  and  tthfis  fis 

presumably tthefir hostt plantt fin tthe area. 

Image 2. Zfinaspa ttodara dfisttortta recorded att Sattcharfi Nafional Park. 

© M.Q. Babu & P. Debbarma

Image 3. Zfinaspa ttodara dfisttortta recorded att Adampur fforestt

© Tanfia Khan

Image 4. Arhopala rama ramosa was recorded att Adampur fforestt.

© M.Q. Babu & P. Debbarma
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