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spines prolaterally.  Apex of all tarsi rounded with black 
spot.  All leg segments are clothed with trichobothria.

Spinnation: Leg I fe r=1, p=1; ti p=4 (strong spines), 1 
small spine; Leg II fe r-2, d=2, p=2; mt p=2; Leg III fe p=2, 
d=3, r=1; ti p=2, r=2; mt p=1; Leg IV fe r=1, d=3.

Pedipalp: Yellow elongated with moderately broad 
cymbium.  Bulbus broad with smaller blunt embolus, 
double tibial apophysis retrolateral flat, dorsolateral 
slightly curved.

Abdomen: Slender elongated, brownish-orange 
along the middle dorsal area and yellow laterally.  
Ventrum grayish colour on the middle with yellowish-
grey laterally.  Anterior spinnerets 0.34 long, posterior 
0.52 long.

Remark
We have considered the present species as E. 

praetextata based on the palp structure tibial apophysis 
and tibial spur structure provided in Jastrzebski (2007).  
We noticed that the male of E. praetextata closely 
resembled that of E. calcarata (Karch, 1880).  On 
looking at the recently published literature (Jastrzebski 
2007), epigyne and male structure of P. praetextata 
from Bhutan and Nepal were very much similar to E. 
calcarata (Proszynski 2007).  The difference between 
the two species is in the tibial apophysis and tibial 
spine, which seems to be a weak characteristic to 
differentiate between the two species (Jastrzebski 2007; 

Table 1. Morphometry of legs and Palp of Epocilla praetextata from 
Manipur.

Legs Femur Patella Tibia Metatarsus Tarsus total

I 2.21 1.16 1.65 1.29 0.66 6.97

II 1.64 0.85 1.25 1.22 0.68 5.62

III 1.27 0.68 0.96 1.25 0.59 4.75

IV 1.55 0.71 1.14 1.21 0.63 5.24

Pedipalp 1.04 0.34 0.35 - 0.69 2.42

Proszynski 2007).  As stated by Jastrzebski (2007) male 
E. praetextata can be differentiated from E. calcarata in 
having blunt embolus and double apophysis. Similarly, 
the difference in the female epigyne is based on weak 
characteristics like width of copulatory duct opening 
and insemination duct’s angle of attachement with 
spermathecae (Jastrzebski 2007).  Interestingly, embolus 
is blunt even in E. calcarata and there is double tibial 
apophysis which could be clearly seen in the literature 
provided by Proszynski (2007).  Similar is the case with 
illustrations provided for epigyne of both the species, 
basic structure is very similar.  Based on the literature 
available on both the species, it is likely that these two 
are the same species with slight geographical variations 
in the tibial apophysis and spine structure or even it 
could be differences in the drawings by different authors.  
Therefore, a revision of this genus is required based on 
the type specimens.

Distribution
India (present record), Bhutan, Nepal, Myanmar to 

Java.
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